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^KHARTOUM fltj -^. Rjoters^set fire £0 shops and dashed with police in 

af i±eadiua:susBC 'Shortages following a 
vnatUHfivjde strike JMfeiKlMoiial newspapers reported Wednesday. The 
^^Xtwei^dashed -with pcflfce and rampaged through the -town’s market 
;a bc«kshop ana .other stores, the papers said. 
't&tStmR ‘^itiiaifts-dMiaiied a foorday 'strike to protest at the attacks 

:^-jnid'Wl*^P?I^isald\inx^"'i>riwedCt6,rMtore order.. Rioters in the central 
-jkottbi ■ Hjwn of Seonar southeast of Khartoum set fire to town council 
; om^ E^.shops ahd also' defied inth police, the papers said. Last, week 
^^thoasands of people took ro'tbe streets inKhanomn and other towns to 
' protest ax price nses in sugar arid other consumer goods. A nationwide 
Strike bifgah~Ui urspay" and the same day the government scrapped the 
-.prittmereascs three days after aonouaring ibeml Officials blame a . bread 
| . shortage id Khartoum on lack of transport to bring wheat and Bout from 
.’ Fort Sudap^On the. Red Sea,, the country's only port; Press reports said 
S/edhesday that police dispersed small demonstra tions in the capital by 
^dwtefajloreh proirestingat.rbe bread shortage. 
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Britain, U.S. agree to Moscow conference 

LONDON (AP) — Britain, saying the Soviet Union had substantially 1 
improved human rights, announced Wednesday that it had agreed with ! 
the United States to hold an International Homan Rights conference in 
Moscow in 1991. A Foreign Office announcement said British agreement 
in principle to the Moscow conference hinged on the Soviet Union 
establishing “effective guarantees" of freedom of speech, religion and 
emigration by 1991. However, the approval by Britain and the United 
States, the two countries which had taken die toughest line on Moscow's 
ambition to host the conference, paved the way for wrapping up 35-nation 
talks between East and West in Vienna, due to end in mid-January. The 
ending of the current conference on security and cooperation in Europe 
talks in Vienna is a prerequisite for starting new East- West negotiations 
on reducing conventional weapons and troops in Europe. The Foreign 
Office statement cited a string of improvements in the Soviet Union's 
hu man rights record. 

Shultz backs Moscow conference, page 8 
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Gunman kills Saudi diplomat in Bangkok 

J&NGKOK (R) — A gasman shot a Saudi Arabian diplomat dead in 
The Baa" capital Wednesday. Poflce Udd reporters they bad do immediate 
indication of a notbe JTor the pistol-slaying of Saleh AJ Mallki, 35, 
third secretary at the Saudi embassy. Police said the “Arah looking” 
killer was:- apparently known to the victim. Witnesses saw them 
waSthigtQgtffcer In Bangkok’s 1 modern commercial section before the 


* yf. Germany flooded with asylum-seekers* 

* BONN -(R) West Germany is becoming flooded with immigrants 
A . daiirdng political asylum but really looking only to improve their 
h standard nf firing, Interior Minister Friedrich Zimmeiiraann said 
h .Wednesday* “Oor asylum laws are becoming more and more the 
It floodgates fin* ancon trolled inunigntiHi," Znmnennann, one of the 
i most right-wing members of ChanceEktr Helmut Kohl’s cabinet,, said 

i mi statement,; The statement showed 103,076 foreigners applied for 
n asylarn in l988, 80 per amt more than in 1987. More than 29,000 
d game from Poland, 20,000 from Yugoslavia, 14,000 from Turkey and 
t- ' 7,000 from Iran. 

t Vanuatu president held in custody 

fl " ".V--'.'- 

■j PORT VILLA (AP) — Officials Wednesday ordered President George 

* Sokmrianu to. remain in custody another week, as impeachment 
proceedings against him were postponed .because a i a cyclone, said 
ifiphinats and news reports. Sokomanu, who has filled the largely 
ceremoBialpast in Ihe Sooth Pacific island chain since 1980, is chained 
with iscitingz mutiny after a power struggle last month during which 
he attempted to replace Prime Minister Walter Uni. The charge 
carries a "»riwmm sentence of fife imprisonment. 

‘ B&utto to make pilgrimage 

' ISLAMABAD <10 — Pakistan Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto wiH 
1 ■ visit Saadi Arabia next week on a religious pilgrimage, her first 
■< forego trip dm* taking office last month, the Foreign Ministry said 
r - Wedresday.A ministry spokesman said the visit from Jan. 10-11 was 
. purelyfor a pdgrimage to Mecca. “It will not bean official visit,” he 
said. If was not immediately known if Bhutto,, who took office on Dec. 

2 as the first woman prime minis ter oT a Muslim country, would meet 
Saudi leaders during the trip. 

Moscow orders hospital trains to Armenia 

■ MOSCOW . (R) ~ Three hospital trains wiH he sent to earthquake- 
stricken areas of Ar menia 'to improve medical services to survivors, 
TASS 'news agency said Wednesday. The report indicated medical 
care was stffl insufficient after the Dec. 7 quake disaster. Previous 
reports have said the tremor destroyed or damaged most medical 
farijfitfey hi the area, and the seriously wounded were evacuated. 

Turkish deputy prime minister resigns 

ANKARA_(R) — Turkish Deputy Prime Minister Kaya Erdem 
resigned! Wednesday, the lated victim of multi- million dollar hanking 
scandal, Anatolian news agency reported. Erdem, a long-time aide to 
Prime Minister Turgot OzaL, told the agency . reasons for his 
res^oatfam . inducted “developments after one of our. newspapers 
published a story.” Erdem, 60, filed a law suit against the 
mass<ircnlatiou Hurriyet newspaper fn December after it linked him 
to an$80 miliiou banking fraud. Ozal told the agency that he had 
accepted Entem’s resignation with regret. . 

UNESCO launches fund for Ethiopia 

ADDIS ABABA <R) — UNESCO, the United Nations cultural 
agency, taunched an rateruationaJ campaign Wednesday to raise $14 
mSEpo to preserve Ethiopian historical landmarks. UNESCO Direc- 
ts General Federico Mayor said the agency wanted to restore 13th 
century churches at 'I jiBbeBa which were hewn out of solid rock. 
UNESCO wiB also work on 17th century castles of Gondar, the old 
mq>«M capital, and on Stelae at Tiya and at the ancient city of Axum. 

Gandhi killer, plotter to hang Friday 

NEW DELHI (R) — The Sikh assassin of Indian Prime Minister 
IwHra Gandhi arid a former dvil servant convicted of plo tting the 
fcfBmg win be hanged Friday, the Press Trust of India (PTT) reported 
Wednesday. If . quoted Rstfinder Singh, son of convicted conspirator 
Kehar: Singh, as saying he had been toU the date by jafl officials. 
R a jfe d e r SiDgfa said his father and assassin Satwant Singh would both 
.fiB^^flte.gpifiows Friday (See earlier story on page 8). 

France toeasenaturaHsdtion process 

PARK (R) — France said Tuesday it would make it easier for 
„ foreigners; to gain French nationality by halving the two-year delay 
s before applications are dealt with and reducing red tape. Health 
: Minister QaadeEvhi srid la a statement many immigrant workers were 
etigftfe for French citizenship but were being discouraged by “the 
J excessively long, procedure.” Evin said the new measure was being 
\ introduced under President Francois Mitterrand’s proposals to 
4 improve ihe position of foreigners firing in France. 

%■ • . 

ii ICRC seeks Arab support in Lebanon 

rtf GENEVA (AP) — - Andre Pasqnier, a senior official id the Internatioa- 

h3i al Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) ts in Libya in tin efforts to seek 
„*■ Arab assurances fur res nndn g itshumanitarian operatioM in Lebanon 1 
t j suspended last; montb fofiowing threats, an ICRC spokesman said | 
[jj* Wednesday. Libyan Television reported Tuesday night that the, j 
,lic flffldal and the chief ICRC delegate in Tunis were received by | 
^ Mnmmnar Qadhafl and said the Libyan leader pledged to use his 
influence to ensure the protection of Red Cross workers there. 

Bandits free Bhutto servants 

LARKANA , Pakistan (R) — Kidnappers have freed two farm wwkers 
^ I's^teyed by Pakistan Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto without any 
jjtii ransom befog paid, aides sakl Wednesday. They said the two men 
seized last month were released Tuesday . Thor fomfiy refused to pay a 
£ k * ransom of one mflfion rupees ($54,000) to the kidnappers, who also 
Jjtf demanded amnesty for bandits in prison. Newspaper reports said the 
u' foAuq^pershad been under pressure from police who had surrounded 
^1 their.. jangle fodeoat. Four, men were kidnapped by five masked 
gunmen 19 days ago from Bhntto’s form near Larkana, her borne 
? ^ town in Sind. Two were released soon afterwards with a message to 
^ Bhutto demanding a general amnesty or the ransom. 

U.S. urges Greece to extradite suspeejt 

3fi& WASHINGTON (R) — Efcveo U^S- d m gi eas m en Tuesday introduced , 
b reaohittaa Greece to extradite a Palestinian indicted in the 

Lh^ed Statesfor a 19K2aitfoe bomhog. The United States has asked 
■ for ^extradition of Mohamaned Rashid nn charges stemmiag from the 
Vaife^of*T>^ WorWAWfoesjettaw^ . 

tod more than a dozen passengers fofnred; Repre s ent ati v e Larry 
•fff &httfo a FWrfoa Danba^ fod he-drafted the resofotion because of 
Jji! Greece’s rieent deefaioq not to erifodte another suspect, Abdul Al. 
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Crown Prince on private visit 

Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvat 
Wednesday kft Amman mi a private visit to Austria and Switzer- 
land. During the visit, Prince Hassan will meet with senior officials 
in both countries. Upon departure, they were seen off by His 
Majesty King Hussein, royal family members and senior officials 
(Petra photo) 

British leader steps 
up pressure on Israel 

RIYADH (R) — British Foreign acknowledge that a significant 
Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe and positive move has been made 
Wednesday stepped up pressure which requires a constructive re- 
on Israel to respond positively to sponse." 

Palestinian peace overtures re- He also urged the PLO to 
jected by the Zionist state. maintain its new stance. 

In the keynote speech of a “Forty years of suspicion and 
nine-day Gulf tour, Howetold an hatred on both sides are not 
audience of Saudi Arabian and banished by a few statements. It 
British businessmen: “The peo- is vital that the Palestinians sus- 
ple of Israel should take care not tain their present course and con- 
to miss the opportunity which tinue to demonstrate their com- 
now presents itself.” mitment to peace.” 

At the start of his trip in British officials said later that 
Kuwait Monday, Howe urged Saudi officials backed Howe's 
Israel to respond positively to stand on the need for an Israeli 
declarations recognising Israel's response during talks which fo- 
existence and renouncing terror- cused on the Arab-Israeli dispute 
ism by Palestine Liberation Orga- and the Iran-Iraq ceasefire, 
nisation (PLO) leader Yasser They said Foreign Minister 
Arafat last montb. Prince’ Saud Al Faisal told Howe 

Israeli Foreign Minister Moshe that, after 40 years of Israel’s 
Arens dismissed Howe’s call and existence, Arab patience with the 
Middle East peace initiatives Zionist state was at an end and 
made by the European Economic there must De an Israeli answer to 
Community. the PLO’s latest declaration. 

In the Saudi capital, Howe The British foreign secretary 
said: “The Palestinians have rec- also met Defence Minister Prince 
ognised that negotiations, not . Sultan before flying to Dhahran. 
violence, offer the only road for- In his wide-ranging speech, 
ward." Howe also urged the release of 

Calling this significant progress foreign hostages held by political 
he added: “The Israelis must be groups in Lebanon, 
ready to explore Palestinian in- “They have endured for far too 
ten tions rather than denounce long a personal anguish which we 
them. They- must demonstrate can barely imagine. We call oil 
their good faith.” those holding the hostages to 

“Now is the time for them to release them from their ordeal.” 

Evidence ‘too thin* for 
Palme killing conviction 

STOCKHOLM (R) — A chief court hearing Jan. 13.. 
prosecutor said Wednesday there “We may he wrong in onr 
was not enough evidence to con- suspicions, but we are only one 
vict a former mental patient siis- fifth *of the way through our 
pected of murdering Sweden’s investigations,” he hdded. - 
Prime Minister Olof Palme three Aknblad said earlier there was " 


J ZMBfflvto] 


assed by fbe House of Reprcseatatzves, the 
fo sntlo - 


years ago.. 

“Right now we don’t have 
enough information for a court to 
find him guilty, ” said prosecutor 
Joigen Aknblad, who earlier was 
convinced he had caught the 
killer. ' 

The 41 -year-old Swedish sus- 
pect, who has a conviction for 
murder and a history of violent 
crimes, was arrested last month. 
It raised hopes in Sweden that the 
case would be solved. 

. The suspect, who cannot be 
named under Swedish press laws, 
has been in custody for almost 
three weeks while the prosecu- 
tion prepare its charges. 

- He denies killing Palme and his 
defence lawyer has twice 
appealed for his release, saying 
the prosecution case is too weak. 
Both appeals have been rejected. 

- Aknblad said Wednesday the 
prosecution would be seeking a 
further remand order at the next 


court hearing Jan. 13.. T 

“We may he wrong in onr 
suspicions, but we are only one 
fifth ’of the way through our 
investigations,” he added. - 
Aknblad said earlier there was ' 
good reason to believe Palmers, 
murderer had been caught arid 
deputy chief state prosecutor 
Axel Morath told reporters: “I 
think we have the murderer.” 
The suspect can be released at 
tb4£ next remand hearing if the 
court finds there is insufficient 
evidence to bring him to triaL 
Almblad declined to reveal the 
nature of the prosecution’s evi- 
dence, saying simply that the 
information available made it 
necessary to arrest him. 

“If he is set free we’ll just have 
to start all over again,” he said. 

Palme was shot at point blank 
range as he was walking home' 
from the cinema in central Stock- 
holm with his wife, Lisbet, Feb. 
28,1986. * ' . . 

Swedfes have been embarrassed 
'by the hitherto fruitless murder 
investigation, characterised by 
political bickering and charges of 
prlice incompetence. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 

U.S. navy shoots down 
2 Libyan Jet fighters 


LONDON (Agencies) — U.S. navy jet fight- 
ers shot down two Libyan’ MiG-23 fighters 
with missiles over the Mediterranean 
Wednesday and Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi vowed to meet the incident with a 
challenge of his own. 


Libya also- called -for an 
emergency meeting of the Secur- 
ity Council over tiie incident. 

The request was contained in a 
letter handed to council President 
Razali Ismail of Malaysia by Li- 
byan deputy U.N. Representa- 
tive Ali Sunni Muntasser. 

Qadhafi accused the United 
States of terrorism for shooting 
down the aircraft* 

. “In spite of the increase in 
official American terrorism... the 
revolutionaries of great Libya will 
not bow their heads and will not 
abandon their, principles and 
objectives,'’ Qadhafi said in a 
statement carried by the Libyan 
news agency JANA. 

Arafat 

demands 

Israeli 

response 

CAIRO (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafot said ■ 
Wednesday he might quit bis 
drive to rad the Arab-Israeli 
conflict unless Israel recipro- 
cated. 

* *’1 will continue to offer 
peace, not oat of weakness but 
out of strength,” Arafot said. 
“If they do not accept peace, I 
have the courage to go back to 
the Palestine National Council 
(PNC) and teQ them there is no 
use.” 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) chairman 
was speaking at a celebration 
organised by Egypt’s General 
Federation of Workers to mark 
the 24th anniversary of the 
Palestine nationatitt.moveinrat 
and the first anniversary last 
month of the uprising to the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

Arafat, on his fourth visit to 
Cairo since the PNC 
announced an independent 
Palestinian state in November, 
earlier met President Hosni 
Mubarak. No details of tbe 
talks were disclosed. 

The PLO leader received a 
standing ovation from the 
crowd of about 1,000 union 
members, politicians and 
Cairo-based Palestinians pack- 
ed in a .conference ball. 

.He vowed that tbe uprising 
wpuld continue “wave after 
wave until tbe Palestinian (lag 
is hoisted over Jerusalem, its 
wails, mmar ets and chnrches.” 

A group of Egyptian workers 
sang in praise of the uprising. 
One song declared “every 
stone is a rifle.” 

Banners proclaimed support 
for the Palestinians, their inde- 
pendent state and an interna- 
tional conference on Middle 
East peace under U.N. ao- 


Ahmad Al Amawi, president 
of the Egyptian Workers* Fed- 
eratioa,* urged a united Arab* 
Stang'to boost the uprising and 
spur an international confer- 
'race. 

Meanwhile, prominent 
Palestinians and left-wing 
Israelis announced Wednesday 
they would meet Israefi legisla- 
tors and PLO members in New 
York to boost the Middle East 
peace process. 

Hanna Siniora, editor of Al 
Fqjr, and members of tbe hf- 
-tist Israeli magazine New Out- 
look, said the conference to 
March would be part of a joint 
Arab-Jewish campaign to fos- 
ter talks between Israel and the 

PLO. 

“The ngtrifkance of the con- 
ference is that this is a Joint 
effort for tbe first time by 
Palestinians and Israelis to 
promote dialogue and actually 
pave the way for* peace,” 
Sfoiora told a news conference 
is Arab Jerusalem. * 


“They will meet challenge with 
challenge,” Qadhafi said in the 
statement monitored by the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corporation. 

“If America has prevailed be- 
cause it is a superpower in the air 
and the sea, it will inevitably be 
defeated on land. We, as well as 
the fish, are awaiting them,” he 
said. 

The air battle was the first 
military U.S.-Libyan encounter 
between the Ltaited States and 
Libya since American jets 
bombed Tripoli, tbe Libyan 
capital, in 1986. 

Deputy White House Press 
Secretary Roman Popadiuk, in 
California with vacationing Presi- 


dent Reagan, said two F-14 air- 
craft from the aircraft carrier 
John F. Kennedy “were 
threatened while conducting 
routine operations in internation- 
al airspace north of Tobruk,” a 
Libyan port. 

He said that after the shooting, 
the F-14s returned safely to the 
ship and two parachutes from the 
downed Libyan aircraft were 
sighted. 

“There were no reported U.S. 
injuries,” he said. 

“The Libyan aircraft 
approached the U.S. aircraft in a 
hostile manner over international 
waters, and the U.S. aircraft, 
acting in self-defence, fired air- 
to-air missiles, downing both of 
the Libyan aircraft,” Popadiuk 
said. 

Libyan radio reported that the 
Foreign Ministry said U.S. planes 
shot down two Libyan recon- 
naissance aircraft Wednesday in a 
“premeditated attack.” 

“At 1103 hours (1003 GMT) 
while two Libyan reconnaissance 


aircraft were carrying out a patrol 
over international waters, U.S. 
aircraft carried out a premedi- 
tated attack on them and shot 
them down,” t be radio said, 
quoting a statement by the Fore- 
ign Ministry in Tripoli. 

Defence Department spokes- 
man said the incident occurred 
about 40 miles north of the north- 
east coast of Libya over interna- 
tional waters and that the Ken- 
nedy was about 60 miles to the 
north of where the clash 
.occurred. 

Officials noted the site was not 
in the Gulf of Sirte, an expanse of 
water off Libya's coast further to 
the west where U.S.-Libyan ten- 
sions have flared in the past. 

Giving the U.S. viewpoint on 
the backdrop to the aerial clash. 
Pentagon officials said Libyan 
pilots had been growing bolder in 
recent days and were investigat- 
ing LT.S. reconnaissance planes at 
least 60 miles north of the Libyan 
coast. 


Palestinian killed in Gaza 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops shot 
and killed a 16-year-old Palesti- 
nian and wounded three Palesti- 
nian boys in dashes in two Gaza 
Strip refugee camps Wednesday, 
hospital officials said. 

Wednesday’s worst clashes 
erupted in the Gaza Strip refugee 
camp Deir AJ Balah, reporters 
said. Palestinians hurled stones at 
an army patrol, and troops 
opened fire, killing Nasser Ismail 
Nasser, said officials at the 
Camp's U.N. clinic. 

A 15-year-old from Deir Al 
Balah was seriously wounded in 
the chest during the dash, said 
offidals at Gaza City’s Ahli hos- 
pital. The youth was later trans- 
ferred to a Jerusalem hospital. 

In the nearby Nuseirat camp, 
two teenagers were wounded in a 
stone-throwing clash with troops, 
offidals said. 

The death brought to 355 tbe 
□umber of Palestinians killed 
since the uprising began 13 
months ago. 


An Israeli military court in the 
Gaza Strip sentenced three 
Palestinians to 14 years in prison 
Tuesday for allegedly attacking, 
soldiers and belonging to clandes- 
tine committees directing the 
Palestinian uprising. 

The court said that the Palesti- 
nians, all residents of the Jabalya 
refugee camp, partidpated in a 
number of anti-Israeli activities, 
including firebomb attacks on sol- 
diers and distribution of- under- 
ground leaflets calling for strikes. 

The harsh court sentences 
came one day after lawyers who 
defend Palestinian nationalists in 
the West Bank said they would 
boycott military courts for one 
month, saying the army violated 
Israeli and international judirial 
conventions. 

Earlier Tuesday. Israeli troops 
demolished two houses in Jabalya 
to punish Palestinians suspected 
of attacking troops and pro- 
Israeli collaborators, an army 
spokesman said. 


It was the second time in two 
days the army had destroyed the 
homes of prisoners who have not 
been tried or convicted of any 
offence. 

In the West Bank, soldiers shot 
and wounded one Palestinian to 
the town of Al Bireh after Palesti- 
nians threw stones during an 
army search-and-arrest opera- 
tion, an army spokesman said. 

Palestinians said Jewish settlers 
rode into Al Birefr on three buses 
Tuesday night and threw stones 
at Arab homes until troops inter- 
vened. 

Palestinians reported that sol- 
diers beat three Nablus residents 
who refused to clean a rooftop 
army lookout. The three Palesti- 
nians were treated in hospital for 
their injuries, hospital officials 
said. 

Palestinians hurled stones and 
iron pellets at two Israeli buses to 
Nablus, smashing windows but 
causing no injuries, army radio 
reported. 


King Hassan, Polisario team 
open talks In Marrakesh 


MARRAKESH (R) — King 
Hassan II of Morocco opened 
talks Wednesday with senior Poli- 
sario Front guerrillas in their first 
direct contact since the Western' 
Sahara war began nearly 13 years 
ago. 

Front spokesman Mahfoud 
Abdul Fattah, contacted in 
Algiers by telephone, said the 
three-man Polisario delegation 
met the king to the royal palace at 
Marrakesh for about 90 minutes. 

He could give no details of the - 
topics discussed but said It was 
pdksible the talks would continue. 

The delegation led by the Poli- 
sario’s chief negotiator Bachir 
Mustapha Sayed arrived from 
Algiers in Marrakesh late 
Tuesday. 

The .Moroccan Information 
Ministry said to a statement the 
talks were devoted to “the situa- 
tion prevailing at present in our 
southern provinces to view of the 


referendum which has been de- 
cided." 

The official Algerian news 
agency APS said the meeting was 
held to a good atmosphere and 
further talks would follow. 

APS said those attending in- 
cluded Ahmad Reda Guedira, 
King Hassan's principal political 
adviser, and Interior and In- 
formation Minister Driss Basri. 

The other members of the Poli- 
sario delegation were Mahfoud 
Ali Beiba? “prime minister” of 
tbe self-styled Saharan Arab 
Democratic Republic (SADR), 
and Brahim Ghali. the SADR 
“defence minister.” 

The meeting has been hailed by 
diplomats to North Africa as a 
major breakthrough in the long- 
running desert war. 

The talks were expected to 
focus on details of a U.N. plan to 
end the war by offering inhabi- 


tants of tbe disputed territory a 
referendum on integration with 
Morocco or independence. 

North African analysts, howev- 
er, suggested both sides could be 
working towards a political solu- 
tion — to be endorsed later by 
popular vote — which would 
avoid creating obvious losers and 
winners. 

They noted a senior envoy of 
Algerian President Chadli Ben- 
jedid, Abdul Hamid Mehri. 
secretary-general of the ruling 
National Liberation Front party, 
arrived in Morocco a few days 
before the Polisario mission with 
a special message for the king. 

Benjedid, whose country has 
long been Polisario's main sup- 
porter, is keen on better econo- 
mic links with his neighbour and 
last May restored diplomatic ties 
with Rabat severed over the con- 
flict in 1976. 


( No revenge* plea echoed at 
Pan Am memorial service 


LOCKERBIE, Scotland (R) — 
British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher led weeping mourners 
at a memorial service Wednesday 
for 270 people who died when a 
Pan American Boeing 747 was 
blown apart in midair by a bomb 
two weeks ago. 

Families of the dead and Pan 
Am employees heard tbe head of 
the Church of Scotland, the Re- 
verend James Whyte, .echo 
Thatcher’s plea against retalia- 
tion for Britain's worst air dis- 
aster. 

All 259 passengers and crew 
aboard the New York-bound 
Boeing were killed and 11 people 
died on the ground when wreck- 
age slammed into Lockerbie Dec. 
21 , setting homes and cars ablaze. 

Some 200 relatives of the 
American dead joined grieving 
townspeople to Diyfesdale Parish 
Church. 


Hundreds of people unable to 
get into the church huddled under 
umbrellas in the rain outside or 
listened to a live relay in a cinema 
and two local halls. 

As an international hunt con- 
tinued to try to identity the bom- 
bers, Whyte said the tragedy was 
an act of human wickedness but 
warned that retaliation could lead 
to “an endless cycle of violence 
upon violence.” 

Whyte said: “It is not only pain 
and grief that we feel at this 
catastrophe, it is also indignation. 

“For this was not an unforesee- 
able natural disaster, such as an 
earthquake. Nor was it the result 
of human error or carelessness... 
that such carnage of the young 
and the innocent should have 
been willed by men to cold and 
calculated evil is honor upon 
honor.” 

Whyte, who was flanked at the 


Ecumenical service by Church of 
England and Roman Catholic 
clergy, added: “We may be temp- 
ted, indeed urged by some, to 
flex our muscles in response, to 
show that we are men... I for one 
will have none of it, and I hope 
you will not either.” 

Inside the church. Thatcher 
and other members of her gov- 
ernment stood alongside U.S. 
Ambassador Charles Price, who 
had visited the scene immediately 
after the crash. He read one of 
the lessons at the memorial ser- 
vice. 

An airline delegation, led by 
Pan Am President Thomas Pias- 
kett, included staff from 13 loca- 
tions around the world. 

Only 106 of the 242 bodies 
recovered have been released to 
families for burial or cremation 
after being identified. 
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A Lebanese woman and her son, taking advantage 
of a lull in the light between rival militiamen. 


scurry home after baying bread in Beirut's south- 
ern suburbs as a Syrian soldier looks on 


Syrian troops disengage 
warring gunmen in Beirut 


BEIRUT (Agencies! — Syrian 
troops moved into embattled 
neighbourhoods in south Beirut 
overnight and separated rival 
militias locked in a bloody battle 
for mastery of their community, 
police said Wednesday. 

As the confrontation tapered 
off in the capital's southern 
slums, the two Warring factions, 
Hizhollah (Party of God) and 
Amal. also held their fire in 
South Lebanon's Iqlim AlTuffah 
(apple province). 

But the undeclared truce was 
unlikely to hold for long unless a 
political settlement is quickly 
arranged to end the bloody power 
struggle that has raged intermit- 
tently in Beirut and South Leba- 
non' for nine months, officials 
warned. 

The Shi'ite community's mufti 
said in a statement “the only 
solution is to disarm the (two) 
militias." 

"Their weapons have become 
tools for killing children and 
other innocent people," Sheikh 
Abdul Amir Oahalan said. 

By police count. 29 people 
were killed and rib wounded in 


U.S. voices 
concern on 
expulsions 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States has said it was 
very concerned about Israel's 
expulsion of 13 Palestinians 
from the occupied territories 
and said the move would only- 
increase tensions. 

Israel flew the 1 3 by helicop- 
ter Into Lebanon Sunday, 
saying they were leaders of the 
vear-old uprising against 
Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

"We have repeatedly voiced 
our opposition to the expul- 
sion of Palestinians from the 
occupied territories. As a 
strong friend of Israel, we are 
greatly concerned about these 
most recent expulsions." Sta- 
te Department spokesman 
Charles Redman said at a news 
briefing Tuesday. 

‘Deportations are an un- 
acceptable practice... they are 
counterproductive... instead 
of enhancing Israel's security, 
deportations increase Palesti- 
nian resentment and add to 
tensions,” he said. 

‘‘If individuals are accused 
of... criminal acts, they should 
be afforded full and public 
judicial process to defend 
themselves against any 
charges. If found guilty, they 
should be punished approp- 
riately." 


the latest five-day clash. - 

"No orje should be allowed to 
possess weapons in south Beirut 
except the Syrian forces." Qaba- 
lan said. 

The Syrians, who have had 
some 4 .500 troops in south Beirut 
since the first round of Hizbollah- 
Amal fighting last year, rede- 
ployed during the night. 

Soldiers, wearing helmets and 
either toting AK-47 automatic 
rifles or carrying on their- shoul- 
ders rocket-propelled grenade 
launchers, quietly entered con- 
tested neighbourhoods and began 
(caring down sandbag barricades 
the militiamen had erected when 
this round of fighting began on 
New Year's Eve. a police spokes- 
man said. 

The spokesman said the sol- 
diers manned "narrow" buffer 
zones separating the combatants 
as their officers, using loudspeak- 
ers. ordered the militiamen to 
"withdraw from the streets and 
remove military manifestations." 

“Several sand-bagged positions 
were removed before dawn. 
Several gunmen withdrew from 
the streets. But they gathered at 
entrances to buildings or base- 
ments." said the spokesman. 

Security sources said Amal 
militiamen and Hizbollah fighters 
stayed in their positions, but 


there were no reports of fighting 
since Tuesday night. 

A Syrian officer told Reuters 
his troops patrolled the battle 
zones and that rival gunmen were 
asked to withdraw from the Ha- 
jaj, Chiyah and Ghobeiri areas. 

He said the suburbs had re- 
turned to normal because both 
Amal and Hizbollah "were 
cooperating and helped us secure 
peace in the area." 

A security source said Tuesday 
none of the terms of an accord 
reached between Amal and Hiz- 
bollah and sponsored by Syrian 
officers had been met. 

“Neither the barricades were 
removed nor (did) the militias 
withdraw from the streets. 

"There are no contacts now 
among members of the security 
committee entrusted with putting 
an end to the fighting. Fighting 
could erupt any moment," the 
source said. 

In South Lebanon, security 
sources said sporadic exchanges 
or mortar and artillery fire eased 
but tension was high. 

They said sniping was reported 
in the villages of Jbal Safi. Jar- 
jouh, Louwaizeh and Ain Buswar 
in the Iqltm AI Tuffah area. 60 
kilometres south of Beirut on the 
edge of Israel's self-declared 
"security zone." 


Arabs to teach 
medicine in Arabic 


DAMASCUS (Rl — Arab uni- 
versities plan to slop teaching 
medical courses in European lan- 
guages and switch to Arabic in a 
bid to recapture the golden age of 
Islamic science. 

Syrian Health Minister Iyad 
Shntti said teaching in English, 
French and Italian would be 
phased out in several countries 
over the next 10 years. 

"The scientific glories of Arabs 
which started in the ninth century 
began only after they absorbed 
the sciences in their own lan- 
guage. when numerous books 
were translated into Arabic." he 
said in an interview. 

"We hope that one day we will 
have an international Arab medi- 
cine and become again a source 
for scientific inventions like those 
of our ancestors." 

The plan was adopted by minis- 
ters of health, education and 
planning from Egypt and most 
other Arab stales after a seminar 
held in Damascus early this 
month, he said. 

Deans of medical faculties and 
colleges in most Arab countries 
urged at the seminar that all 
medical teaching be in Arabic by 
1999. 

Shatti said the plan recognised 
the role played by Arabic in 
linking the heritage and culture of 
all Arab states. 

He said colonisers imposed 


teaching in English in Iraq. Jor- 
dan. Egypt and Sudan. French 
was introduced in Morocco. 
Algeria and Tunisia. Italian in 
Somalia and Turkish in Syria. 

“The derision was not an Arab 
decision." Shatti said. "It was an 
unjust colonial derision." 

He said an Egyptian medical 
school began teaching in Arabic 
in 1826 but Britain made it 
change to English in 1S82. 

The American University in 
Beirut taught in Arabic when it 
opened in 1866 and one of its 
professors. Christopher van 
Dick, wrote the first book in 
Arabic on pathology. Shatti said. 
But it too later changed to 
teaching in English. 

In Syria, a school for leaching 
medicine in Turkish opened by 
Turkish rulers in 1903 switched ro 
Arabic in 1919. 

A- return to Arabic did not 
,mean a rejection of other lan- 
guages. Shatti said. "Our insist- 
ence on teaching medicine in 
Arabic is coupled with an insist- 
ence on teaching... a foreign lan- 
guage (to) our students." 

Arabic had a flexibility and rich 
vocabulary that made it appropri- 
ate for medicinal terms, he said. 

Shatti said (be changeover to 
Arabic was encouraged by the 
Arab League and the World 
Health Organisation. 


Vorontsov links Afghan pullout 
to rebel acceptance of ceasefire 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — The Soviet Union’s 
deputy foreign minister warned Wednesday that an 
estimated 50,000 Soviet soldiers may stay in Afgha- 
nistan beyond a Feb. IS withdrawal deadline if 
fighting there continues. 

"If a ceasefire holds and there ign Minister Sahabzada Yaqub 
is no fighting in Afghanistan, Khan. 

then that's a very good situation Pakistan has been one of -the 
for Soviet forces to leave," Yuli major allies of the rebels fighting 
Vorontsov told a news confer- the Soviet-backed communists in 
ence at Islamabad international Afghanistan for the past 10 years, 
airport. Vorontsov said he hoped the 

He was in Pakistan's capital for rebels would change their minds 
talks on the formation of a new' about rejecting the ceasefire, 
government in Afghanistan. “It’s pity they are saying that, 

Afghan rebels headquartered because it is their country and if 
in Pakistan have refused to accept they are not going to observe the 
a ceasefire while the People’s ceasefire that means they are 
Democratic Party (PDA) of going to continue killing their 
Afghanistan remained in power own citizens." he said, 
in Kabul. "We hope that they will change 

When asked if Soviet troops their mind." 
might stay beyond the Feb. 15 Vorontsov left Tehran Tuesday 
deadline for their withdrawal, after two rounds of talks with an 
Vorontsov said. “We shall see... I Iran-based Afghan guerrilla 
don't know." alliance. 

Vorontsov, who also is the . He also met former Afghan 
Soviet ambassador to Afghanis- King Zahir Shah in Rome last 
tan. later met with Pakistan Fore- month and invited him to join 


talks. for a broad-based govern- 
ment to take over after the Soviet 
withdrawal. 

Several rebel groups say Zahir 
Shah, living in exile in the Italian 
capital after a 1973 coup, can 
have no role in the future Afghan 
government. 

"Actually he is in a way an 
important figure for some of the 
Afghanis, some of the Mujahe- 
deen and some of the refugees." 
Vorontsov said of the ex-king. 

"So we wanted to know his 
views and his intentions." 

Vorontsov acknowledged that 
a new government will have to be 
established in Kabul, but he pre- 
dicted die ruling Marxists would 
survive. The party is "willing to 
participate in the creation of a 
broad-based government," he 
said. 

The rebel groups, while di- 
vided on many issues, are united 
in their opposition to allowing 
Afghanistan's President Najibul- 
iah and his party to hold a role in 
a post-war Kabul government. 

Vorontsov said it was "a big 
mistake" for the rebels to claim 


U.S. officials refuse to 
rule out attack on Libya 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — Defence officials 
said Tuesday that 13 U.S. warships headed for the 
Mediterranean were on routine deployment, but 
they refused to rule out any attack against' an 
alleged chemical weapons plant in Libya. 

“1 am not going to speculate in that area (a 
possible attack) at all," Defence Department 
spokesman Dan Howard told reporters in re- 
sponse to questions: ~ 

Howard repeated Pentagon statements that 
deployment of the aircraft carrier Theodore 
Roosevelt from Norfolk. Virginia, with 12 support 
ships Iasi Friday had been scheduled for some 
time as a replacement for the carrier John F. 
Kennedy battle group in the Mediterranean. 

But he declined to say bow long the overlap 
might be between the expected arrival of the 
Roosevelt group later this month and the depar- 
ture of the Kennedy. 

The United States has charged that Libya is 
building a plant capable of producing chemical 
weapons, a charge denied by Libyan leader 
Colonel M Dam mar Qadhafi. 

President Reagan last month refused to rule but 
&n attack on the new facility 80 kilometres 
southwest of Tripoli. Libya says H is a phar- 
maceutical factory. 

Navy Commander Mel Sondin, a Pentagon 
spokesman, told Renters that the Kennedy battle 
group, which comprises about a dozen ships of the 
23-ship U.S. force now in the Mediterranean, had 
been in the region since last August and it was 


about time to end the group's six-month deploy- 
ment. 

Italian concern 

Italian newspapers and politicians have billed 
the arrival of the battle group in the Mediterra- 
nean as a direct threat to Libya. 

Italian newspapers are giving the armada front- 
page coverage along with talk of a possible U.S. 
air strike on l.thya. 

"Objective Libya," read the leading headline 
in La RepubbKca, a Rome-based national daily. 
"Super U.S. aircraft carrier ready to attack 
Qadbafi," it continued. 

Politicians also expressed concern. 

“The scenario of the American military threat 
against Libya is totally similar to that of three 
years ago when, in April 1986, U.S. planes 
bombed Tripoli and Benghazi,'*, said Mario 
Capanna. a leader of Italy's small far-left Proleta- 
rian Democrat Party. 

The Italian Foreign Ministry, trying to defuse 
talk of military action, has said the Libyan plant 
should be discussed at the international chemical 
weapons conference that opens Saturday in Paris. 

Vatican Radio mid Tuesday that the despatch 
of the Roosevelt fleet had provoked fears of a new 
U-S. conflict with Libya. __ • 

In its daily commentary on international 
affairs, the radio described the situation as 
delicate and echoed calls from Italian officials for 
caution. 


Greek Cypriot leaders agree in 
principle on reunification strategy 


NICOSIA (AP) — Greek Cyp- 
riot political leaders Tuesday- 
wrapped up five days of talks with 
an agreement in principle on fu- 
ture strategy for settling the Cyp- 
rus problem. 

But disagreements remained 
over tactics for the next round of 
U. Ns -sponsored peace talks with 
the Turkish Cypriot side on 
reunifying the war-divided 
Mediterranean island, they said. 

President George Vassiiiou. 
elected last February as an inde- 
pendent and political newcomer, 
held the unprecedented strategy 
session with the leaders of the 
four main parties — right-wing 
DYSY. centrist DIKO. commun- 
ist AKEL and socialist EDEK. 

A communique issued after- 
ward said the discussions were 
"substantive and constructive. ’* 

"Unanimity emerged on the 
substance of the Cyprus prob- 
lem..." it said. 

The communique said the par- 
ty leaders also 3greed on "the 
role of Greece and the interna- 


tional factor and... their utilisa- 
tion." in the peace process. 

‘Strategy and immediate tac- 
tics were also discussed, and 
while each party reserved its posi- 
tions on specific issues, there was 
agreement on the principles on 
which our side will depend during 
the second phase of the negotia- 
tions beginning Jan. 9," it said. 

Vassiiiou and Rauf Denktash. 
head of the breakaway Turkish 
Cypriot mini-state established in 
Turkish north Cyprus, will re- 
sume (heir talks that day. 

The two failed to make prog- 
ress during the first phase of their 
talks which ended in November. 
The talks were the first face-to- 
face negotiations between the 
two sides in nearly three years. 

U-N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, who met the 
two leaders in New York last 
monih for a progress review, 
proposed they should submit 
alternative options on all issues 
during the second phase. 

Vassiiiou told reporters after 


the strategy session that the 
alternative options to be submit- 
ted "will not diverge from basic 
principles." 

He said those principles in- 
clude the right of all Cypriots to 
travel, work, settle and own 
property anywhere on the island. 

The Turkish side rejects the 
right of 200.000 Greek Cypriot 
. refugees to return to ther homes 
in the north. 

Former President Spyros Kyp- 
rianou. head of the centrist 
DIKO Party, and socialist leader 
Vassos Lyssaridcs told reporters 
they support recourse to the Un- 
ited Nations and breaking off the 
talks if there is no progress by 
March, when the second nego- 
tiating period is due to end. 

But Vassiiiou said he was 
against “taking a stand on 
hypothetical developments" and 
would evaluate the situation 
when he and Denktash confer 
with Perez de Cuellar again in 
March. 


that Afghanistan's communist 
government will collapse without 
Soviet help. “That's wishful 
thinking," he said. 

He denied a statement by rebel 
leader Burhanuddin Rabbani that 
Moscow was ready to abandon 
Najibullah's government. 

“The Soviets are prepared to 
recognise a broad-based govern- 
ment. That means there will be a 
change of government, from this 
one to another one. Maybe that is 
what Rabbani had in his mind:" 

Vorontsov said no further talks 
have been scheduled with the 
Mujahedeen. When asked if he 
would meet with the rebels dur- 
ing his four days in Islamabad, he 
said: "It depends on the Mujahe- 
deen representatives. They were 
not ready... before I came here, 
to continue the talks." 

But the new chairman of the 
rebels. Sibghatullah Mojaddidi. 
told a news conference Tuesday 
that he expected to meet with 
Vorontsov Friday. 

Mujahedeen sources, asking 
not to be identified, said some 


members of the rebel alliance 
opposed additional meetings with 
the Soviets. 

Mojaddidi said the alliance 
agreed this week to form a coun- 
cil- to select an interim Afghan 
government. Each of the guerrilla 
groups will nominate 60 people to 
this council, he said. 

Within the rebel alliance, some 
leaders are concerned about dis- 
agreements among themselves. 

“We haven’t agreed on any- 
thing. Everything is shaky," said 
Azim Nasser-Zia, a spokesman 
for the moderate -National Islamic 
From of Afghanistan which sup- 
ports a government led by the 
former Afghan king. 

But Nasser-Zia said his group, 
like the other six in the alliance, is 
committed to fighting Najibul- 
lah's government until it is top- 
pled. 

“We won’t stop "fighting against 
the Kabul regime but we have 
promised them (Soviets) we will 
let them leave,” said Nasser-Zia. 
“He (Vorontsov) shouldn't 
bother what we do with Kabul." 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


AI Akhbar shrugs off Israeli objection 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s AI Akhbar newspaper, responding to 
Israeli anger at its suggestion that Israel might have blown up a 
U.S. airliner, said Wednesday the dispute would not affect 
relations between the countries. Israel told Egypt Monday that an 
AI Akhbar editorial about the Pan Am Boeing-747 blown up by a 
bomb over Scotland two weeks ago. killing 270 people, could 
poison relations between the two states. “AI Akhbar confirms that 
the publication does not poison Israeli-Egyptian relations," 
Wednesday's front-page commentary said. ‘‘The stubbomess of 
some Israeli elements with the Palestinians and the rejection of 
their rights is what poisons relations." 

Final Taba border marker placed 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli and Egyptian teams Wednesday laid 
the final marker designating the border between the two countries, 
but a foreign ministry official said the future of the disputed Red 
Sea resort Taba was still open to negotiations. The teams placed 
border marker No. 91 on a hilltop about 150 metres from the Gulf 
of Aqaba, overlooking Taba, a one-square -kilo metre resort with a 
luxury- hotel and holiday village in the southern Sinai peninsula. 
Egypt argues that the border should continue in a straight line to 
the sea, thus placing Taba under Egyptian sovereignty. But Israeli 
officials claim the final 150 metres of the border and Taba’s future 
must be negotiated. “Until there is some final agreement, this 
portion of territory will remain under Israeli control," said foreign 
ministry spokesman Motti Amichai. 

Gorbachev meets Khomeini envoy 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev met a personal 
envoy from Iranian leader Ayatollah Khomeini Wednesday, TASS 
news agency reported. Gorbachev received Ayatollah Abdullah 
Javadi Amoli in the Kremlin. TASS said. It said Alexander 
Yakovlev, chairman of the ruling Politburo's Commission on 
International Affairs, was also present. TASS gave no details of the 
meeting. On 

‘Maghreb summit due this month in Morocco’ 

RABAT ( R) — Heads of state from five Maghreb countries will 
hold their first formal summit in Morocco this month to consider 
unity plans, a Moroccan newspaper said Tuesday. The pro- 
government daily Maroc Soir said they would meet in the southern 
city of Marrakesh but gave no date. 

UAE upgrades PLO mission 

ABU DHABI (R) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) said 
Wednesday it had decided to recognise the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) office as an embassy, the official Dews agency 
w AM reported. “Out of its firm belief in the legitimate Palestinian 
nghts ami support for the PLO... the UAE decided to consider the 
PLO office an embassy of the State of Palestine and the PLO 
representative ambassador as of tomorrow." WAM quoted a 
responsible source at the UAE Foreign Ministry as saying. 

Indirect contacts between U.S., S. Yemen 

LONDON (R) — South Yemeni President Haidar Abu Baker AI 
Attas was quoted Wednesday as saying his country and the United 
Mates had made indirect contacts to restore diplomatic relations. 
R«pomnng to a question by the Saudi-owned newspaper Asharq 

Th* are ind eed such contacts.’- 

ine newspaper quoted him from Aden as saying the contacts were 

T i re fH l UI dec, ined to reveal who the third, party was. 

Asked if he expected quick results, Attas told the newspaper. ‘’Let 
us be optimistic.. . the United Slates is a big country and, along with. 
£f.5*v et . or V one of the rwo strongest countries in 'the world. 

.T e ™ n ? s ^ een to have good relations with all nations of the 
world. Relati ons between the two countries were cut in. 1969. 
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news service for 
hearing impaired 



AlaBa ' L 

.v JShes Sfcaff JReporter 

. : — As‘of6:00 o’clock 

- this^yening, -and every Thais’ 
v ^^nih]g, Jordan Television 
‘•'{WO frill-air .a weekly prog- 
’ Tflmnie ' aimed - at 'conveying 
: national .-.-and world news to 
members of the hearing im- 
pihl^ commaiiity in Jordan.” 
;V ; A.-.sign. language- expert, 

. Hind, .'.wiU J>e “signing”- the 
-hews : whiles news presenter 
■ reads the events in Arabic. -The 
programme will start with a- 
foree or four item news sum- 
Tnary, following by background 
'news surnxnmg up events of the 
week,_ according • to JTV's 
News ^Director Ibrahim 
,. ■ Shahzadah.. 

' .Members of Jordan’s, hear- 
ing' impaired community ‘ feel 
that foeairingof the weekly 
-news- programme is a victory 
for. rbera. They have been 
wchrkfnig for it for a long time. 

: ' Srifi, some do not know ex- 
actly what to expect. “I have 
never known -what -news are 
and. what They mean... For me, 
news haw always meant images 
drat draye,’’ . SabnY deaf since the 
age of two, said. “Now I will 
‘‘be able to^know why these 
images are moving.”.. 

■Shahisadah said that for the 


past few months JTV staff 
members have been rehearsing 
for the programme which is 
aimed at acquainting members 
of the deaf -community with 
world and national news. 

The curing of the programme 
win' ako . serve to draw the 
public^ attention to the cause 
- of the hearing impaired in Jor- 
'dan and to their right in gain- 
ing access to information. 

. -Shahzadah said the National 
Speech and Hearing. Centre, 
recently established by the 
Ministry of Health, had an 
instrumental role in getting the 
programme off the ground. 
Sources at the centre estimates 
that 2,00Q to 3,000 hearing 
impaired persons will benefit 
from the weekly programme. 

Last month, the fust batch 
of hearing impaired Jordanians 
were allowed to apply for driv- 
ing licences after rules gov- 
erning driving regulations for 
the . hearing impaired were 
amended. 

One member of the deaf 
community described that as a 
“big step” for the country’s 
hearing impaired. “Being tre- 
ated (by law) as an equal to 
any other person is something 
we had been after for a long 
time,” he said. 


Cabinet endorses cultural 
a^r^ment with China 


AMMAN (Petra i — The Council 
of -Ministers Wednesday en- 
dorsed an exerafiye-programme 
. for ^impleroentatioi* of a cultu- 
ral -agreement- 1 between Jordan 
'■ iir and China and authorised Minis- 
'll .ter of Planning Taher Kanaan to 
-sign tire. documents on behalf of 
.' file Jordanian government. 

... China’s ambassador to Jordan 
Zhang "Zhen will sign for his 
government, according to a 
cabinet statement Wednesday. 

. Under -the agreement the two 
ades. will' exchange publications 
andj eiittdfal" material ' as well as 1 
visits' by delegations to look into 
cultural, social and artistic acrivi- 
tics- in -either country,-. - 
TheyNvflJ also exchange visits , 
by foil:; troupes and' offer scho- 
' tarships for students to study sd- 
■ encesi-/ agriculture, engineering 
^ anif medicine. The two sides will 
- afao'Organise lectures and sden- 
tifiq.rsemjnars. .j ^ . 

. The agreement provides for 
-■ cooperation in radio and televir 


si on programmes and other informa- 
tion media and the exchange of 
programmes for children, news 
and press reports by the national 
news agencies in China and 
Jordan. 

According to the agreement 
the two sides will cooperate in 
sports-related fields through ex- 
changing visits by. trainers and 
visits by sports officials to ex- 
amine facilities and benefit from 
experiments. 

Also Wednesday, the cabinet 
has formed Jordan’s delegation to 
the Arab League Organisation 
for Agricultural Development 
board meeting which is due to 
Convene in Damascus on Jan. 16. 

. The delegation to the meeting 
will be Tei3 by Minister of Agricul- 
ture Yousef Hamdan A1 Jabr who 
said that the coming meeting was 
expected to discuss coordination 
among member countries in mat- 
ters dealing with desert locusts 
which is now invading Arab coun- 
tries including Jordan. 


Exchange company closed for 
violating currency laws 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
-Central Bank- of Jordan (CBJ) 
haSr -ordered the closure of the 
Saudi Exchange Company, a loc- 
al Tponey changing firm, for a 
peifod of six months as of Jan. 3, 
198? fox : violating currency reg- 
ulations. ■ . . . 

A CBJ official said-in a state- 
meot rhM tbe firm was found by 
tbc^aistoms authorities trying to 
smuggle JTD 200,000 and some 
; A^_rorfency attheQueen Alia 
Intentional Airport last week 


without prior approval for taking 
money out of the country. 

“The whole amount has been 
confiscated and the firm will be 
dosed for six months for violating 
Jordanian law,” the official said. 

He noted that the firm had 
been fined a total of JD 9,000 for 
trying to smuggle out of the coun- 
try JD 26,000 in Jordanian cur- 
rency and unspecified amounts in 
foreign currency on three pre- 
vious occasions in the past year. 


Seminar discusses treatment 
of natural disaster victims 


IRBID '(Petra) -Atwo-day 
semmar on medical treatment for 
victims of natural ' disasters 
i Wednesday began at Princess' 
Basnra .'Hospital ;iri -Irbid. 

The seminar was organised by 
the; Faculty^ of : Medicine at the 
Jordan TJiiiversity of Science and 
Technology (JUST) in coopera- 
tion with Princess -Basina Host 


Dr.- Sa'd Hijazi, Dr. Moham- 
mad AI Takriri, and Dr. Shukri 
A1 Shami from the Faculty of 
Medicine discussed teaching 
medicine and development of 
health care during the past two 
decades, in addition to foe semi- 
nars and conferences which were 
held in Jordan on medical treat- 
meat for victims of natural disas- 
ters. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time arid place with the concerned institutions: 

- EXHIBITIONS 

-Au art exhibition by Friends of Plastic Art in Gulf countries at 
foe National GaDeiy, 

% An erfiih ftina of works by Cos temporary Arab Artists at AI 
■y WasW Art GaBeiy. 

* An gghilwtk m of paintings by Jordanian artist Farouk Lambaz 

-i at Alia. Art GaBeiy — 5:30 p.m. . . 

'*■ Tiro Jordanian plastic art exhibition at the Royal Cultural 
v Ce n tre. . 

* The Iraqi Cultural Week which includes an exhibition by the 
L Iraqi- artist Salaxn AI Madamgheh and an exhibition of 
' d^z^^ pafotings and diildren’s literary and cultural books, 

.at -foe Royal Cultural Centre. 

ir An exhibition of historical photos and documents at AI AMi 
■ 1' dob winch exbfoits photos for the late King Abdullah mid His 
C Majesty King Hussein besides exhibiting documentary photos 
; and. titans on /At. AMi Club. ‘ 


£ A cfouity bazaar foat Includes wooden handicrafts, emfnwder- 
i .ies, ariSchl fiowos, children’s toys and caftnra] books at 
Refugee Camp. . 

^'A feaitnre^fHin- entitle ^Inherit the Wind**' atthe American 



Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Sheikh visiting Turkish Ministry or Religious Affairs de- 
Abdul Aziz AI Khayyat Wednesday receives the legation in Amman (Petra pboto) 

Jordanian, Turkish officials 
discuss services for pilgrims 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — A 
senior Turkish official in charge 
of religious affairs now on a visit 
to Jordan bad meetings here 
Wednesday with Jordanian offi- 
cials to discuss visits by Turkish 
Muslims to holy places in Jordan, 
and arrangements for the pilgrims 
stay in Jordan en route to the 
holy places in Saudi Arabia. 

Seifuddin Yaziji. deputy direc- 
tor of Turkey's religious affairs 
department first had a meeting 
with Minister of Awqaf and Isla- 


l • 

r 


mic Affairs Sheikh Abdul Aziz AI 
Khayyat and later met with foe 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs’ Secretary General 
Ahmad Hilayei. 

The two sides discussed facili- 
ties for Turkish pilgrims in Jordan 
during the pilgrimage season in 
Mecca and Medina, and trips by 
Turkish pilgrims to tombs of the 
Prophet Mohammad's Compan- 
ions in the Kingdom. 

Hilayei said that the Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 


Qasem receives new envoy 

Foreign Minister Marwan AI Qasem Wednesday received a copy of 
the credentials of Mr. G. Robert Bowker, the newly appointed 
Austra lian ambassador to Jordan. Mr. Bowker, who arrived here 
Tuesday evening, succeeds Mr. Terence Goggin who had served as 
bis country’s ambassador here smee 1986. Mr. Bowker had served 
in a nmnber of senior positions at the Australian Foreign Ministry 
and for some time had been director of foe Middle Cast and South 
African desk at the Australian Foreign Ministry in Canberra 
(Petra pboto) 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRFEF | 

BANK GUARANTEES: Prime Minister Zaid Rifai has stressed foe 
need for ministries and government departments to abide by the 
banking rules and norms which proride for defining foe validity of foe 
guarantees which the licensed banks and financial companies issue. In 
a statement be made Wednesday, Rifai noted that some of the 
departments stiB demand licensed banks and financial companies to 
issue guarantees with no dates or defined validity. He added that since 
such demands contravene hanking norms and rules, then considera- 
tion for the date and validity of guarantees issued should be made to 
preserve the rights of all the sides to the bank guarantees. (Petra) 

NEW MAYORS: Tiro Cabinet Wednesday decided to respectively 
appoint Abdul Salam AI Qaralah, Nawwaf AI Shihab, Mohammad AJ 
Khaza’leh, Mohammad AI Ghithyan, Mohammad AI Mu’ar’ar, Ah 
AI Khawaldeh, and Abdul Latif AI Ulwan as mayors of Kathraba, 
Mu’addi, AI Dajniyab, Abu Nseir, Urn AI Qatin, Hayyan AI Rwaibed, 
and Ira. (Petra) 

TAFILEH SEWERAGE PROJECTS: . Representatives oT local 
constructing companies now involved in carrying out sewerage and 
water projects in Taffleh had a meeting Wednesday with tiro deputy 
governor to discuss mwms of dealing with damage caused to the streets 
as a result of di g gin g works to lay sewerage networks. The deputy 
governor urged the contractors to speed up the work especially in the 
downtown region, so that a programme can be worked out for 
removing rocks and earth that accumulated alongside foe streets. The 
two sides formed a follow-up committee to undertake this task. (Petra) 

ENVOY PRESENTS CREDENTIALS: Bangladesh President 
Mo h a mma d Hossain Ershad Wednesday received the credentials of 
Jordanian Ambassador to Pakistan Fakhri Abu Taleb as Jordan’s 
non-resident a m bass a dor in Dhaka. (Petra) 

EXAMINATIONS: Amman Governor Mobammad Ah AI Amin 
Wednesday inspected tiro course of examinations at schools in Na'ur 
district and Urn AI Basatin sub-districts. (Petra) 

HEALTH CENTRES IN MAFRAQ: The Department of Health in 
the Mafraq Goveruorate is currently Involved in implementing 
projects at foe total cost of JD 1 million, according to foe department 
director. He said that the projects, which will be carried out during 
1989, include a mini' hospital at Rweished in eastern Jordan, a 
comprehensive health centre, at Sab ha and a similar one at Sama AI 
Sarhan, all of which to be completed in foe coming few months. Work 
is underway to open health centres in Munifa, Hasab and Mabrouka 
villages all within the Mafraq Goveruorate. (Petra) 

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE: The executive council of foe 
Jordanian Chambers of Commerce Wednesday discussed the plan to 
establish a united council for the private sector, scheduling the loans of 
the Ghor farmers, and the affairs of tiro chambers of commerce. The 
council decided to dispatch a Jordanian commercial delegation on a 
riat to Pakistan, in early February. (Petra) 

U.K. ENVOY HOSTS RECEPTION: British Ambassador in 
Amman and Deputy Chairman of the Jordaman-British Friendship 
Association Anthony Reeve Wednesday hosted a reception attended by 
a number of senior, officials in addition to foe association chairman 
and members. He delivered a speech lauding the great role the 
. association played in bolstering Jordan-BritaiD relations. (Petra) 


Haj Hassan inaugurates 
locomotive workshop 


AQABA (Petra, J.T.) — A workshop which would 
provide maintenance services to 29 railway locomo- 
tives owned and operated by the Aqaba Railway 
Corporation (ARC) was inaugurated here Wednes- 
day by Minister of Transport and Telecommunica- 
tions Khaled AI Haj Hassan. 


provided accommodation facili- 
ties for the pilgrims in Ramtha. 
and healtb, religious and security 
services during tbeir stay in foe 
country. 

Tombs of the Prophet Moham- 
mad's Companions are found at 
Mu'ta near Karak in southern 
Jordan and in foe Jordan Valley. 

The Turkish official who ar- 
rived here Tuesday on a week- 
long visit, is accompanied by a 
team of officials from his depart- 
ment. 


UNRWA 
teachers 
to get 10% 
salary 
increase 

By Lima Nabil 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Teachers at foe Un- 
ited Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA) will receive a 10 per 
cent increase in the salaries as of 
the beginning of January, sources 
told the Jordan Times. 

UNRWA will also unify its 
salary scale for teachers and 
general service workers in Jor- 
dan. The organisation wfli add 
the social security and cost of 
living allowances to the em- 
ployees’ basic salary. 

Sources told the Jordan Times 
and AI Ra'i that the unification of 
foe salary scale for teachers im- 
plies a 10 per cent increase in the 
salaries of teachers. Prior to the 
latest changes, the salary scale for 
general services workers differed 
from that of teachers, for whom 
LTNRWA had frozen foe cost of 
living allowance since 1982 due to 
the deficit the organisation suf- 
fered then. 

Through various memorandum 
and direct talks with the adminis- 
tration, UNRWA teachers have 
since then presented their de- 
mands which include a unification 
of foe salary scale. 

Several committee members 
have visited Jordan to study foe 
conditions of UNRWA workers 
in the country, rhe latest being in 
October, and aimed at studying 
foe conditions of teachers and 
comparing their salaries and con- 
ditions with other similar institu- 
tions. The committee presented 
its findings to UNRWA head- 
quarters in Vienna. 


The workshop, which took 18 
months to build at the cost of JD 
1.5 million was set up by foe 
Indian Railway Construction 
Corporation (IRCC) on a 3,500 
square metre piece of land. Apart 
from the maintenance area which 
is equipped with up to date 
machinery, the complex includes 
administrative office s, laborator- 
ies and affiliated installations. 

“The success of foe project 
reflects the dose economic coop- 
eration between India and Jordan 
and is bound to further boost 
bilateral trade,” foe minister said 
in a statement at the inauguration 
ceremony. 

Haj Hassan said that the work- 
shop was needed to cope with foe 
ever-growing volume of rail 


transport operations and the con- 
stant maintenance needed for the 
locomotives transporting phos- 
phates from its mines at Hassa to 
Aqaba where it is loaded on ships 
for transport. 

ARC Director General Mardi 
Qattamio said that the workshop 
will remove a big hurdle that used 
to impede the development of the 
railway and boost its efficiency. 

ARC. he noted, bad faced two 
major problems: A weakness of 
foe railway line which cannot 
cope with foe increasing axial 
loads and the absence of proper 
workshops for maintenance. 
While the second problem has 
now been taken care of by setting 
up the maintenance workshop in 
Aqaba which is being dealt with 


by renewing the railway itself, a. 
project first stage of which — 
nearly 64 kilometres in length — 
has been already completed at 
foe cost of JD 4.5 million, Qatta- 
min pointed out. 

He said that the second stage, 
which entails building nearly 116 
kilometres of rail from Batn AI 
Ghour area to Aqaba Port, is 
under construction at the total 
estimated cost of JD 1 1.5 million, 
while the third stage which entails 
building a railway between Ma’aro 
and Hassa — nearly 8S 
kilometres — is still to be carried 
out. 

ARC. Qattamin said, is ex- 
pected to transport 3.5 million 
tonnes of phosphates from the 
mines to the port for export la 
1990. 

A representative of the Indian 
corporation delivered a speech at 
the inauguration ceremony, 
pointing out that the project was 
a success of South-South coop- 
eration and that tlie Company was 
proud to have succeeded in con- 
tributing to Jordan's develop- 
ment programmes. 


Israel violated Fourth Geneva 
Convention, Abu Qoura says 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Israeli authorities have violated 
the Fourth Geneva Convention 
by deporting 13 Palestinians this 
week, president of foe Jordanian 
national Red Crescent Society 
Ahmad Abu Qoura stated 
Wednesday. 

He told the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, that such actions, 
which violate the Fifth Article of 
foe Geneva Convention, are con- 
sidered as a crime committed 
against foe indigenous inhabi- 


tants of foe occupied territories. 

Thirteen Palestinians were ex- 
pelled from the occupied West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip to Leba- 
non last Sunday, the 24th 
anniversary of the first military 
action by foe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's (PLO) main- 
stream Fateh group. 

The 13 were accused of head- 
ing popular committees, steering 
the uprising in the occupied Arab 
lands. 

The deportees were flown by 


helicopter to foe northern edge of 
Israel's self-declared “security 
zone” in southern Lebanon. 

According to Abu Qoura, the 
Fourth Geneva Convention pro- 
vides for protection to the civilian 
population of the occupied terri* 
tones. 

Israel has expelled 49 Palesti- 
nians since the uprising erupted 
in December. 1987, and a total of 
917 since it occupied the West 
Bank and foe Gaza Strip in 1967. 


Tabbaa, Jordanian team review 
subjects to be discussed in Oman 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Hamdi Tab- 
baa had a meeting here Wednes- 
day with members of the Jorda- 
nian side to the joint Jordanian- 
Omani committee which is due to 
hold a meeting in Muscat 
Saturday. 

The minister reviewed with foe 
committee members topics on the 
agenda which is designed to boost 
foe scope of economic coopera- 
tion and increase foe volume of 
trade between the two countries. 

The two sides will discuss the 
prospect of increasing the sale of 
Jordan's national products to 
Oman and the importation of 
larger quantities of Omani fish 
through foe Ministry of Supply. 

On foe agenda is foe question 
of organising a Jordanian indust- 
rial fair in Muscat to help prom- 
ote the sale of Jordanian veget- 
ables and fruit to Oman and help 
facilitate foe flow of exchanged 
goods between the two sides. 

According to a- Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade statement the , 


joint committee will look into the 
prospect of setting up a joint 
Jordanian-Omani Holding Com- 
pany to serve as an umbrella for 
joint projects. The committee 
will discuss the prospect of an 
agreement on transport and to 
provide Oman with Jordanian ex- 
pertise in industry, agriculture, 
and tourism. 

Jordan currently imports fresh 
Omani fish and exports phar- 
maceutical products, vegetables, 
fruit, carpet, pieces of furniture, 
domestic appliances and glass. 

Tabbaa is to head the team 
which will go to Oman Thursday. 

Meanwhile a senior Omani 
official now on a week-long visit 
to Jordan Wednesday called at a 


number of agricultural projects in 
the Jordan Valley and met with 
officials and local farmers. The. 
official is Sa'd Ibn Mousa AI 
Juneibi, foe director general of 
the Omani bank for agriculture 
and fisheries. 

Projects, which he visited, in- 
cluded those financed through 
loans from the Agricultural Cre- 
dit Corporation, which lends oul 
funds for various agricultural pro- 
jects in Jordan. 

Juneibi said that Oman hopes 
to benefit from Jordan's experi- 
ment in vegetable production 
through drip irrigation processes 
and breeding of sheep which is 
now being undertaken on a large 
scale in the Kingdom. 


POLICE OFFICERS GRADUATE: A batch oT police officer* 
graduated Wednesday after completing a refresher course which 
entailed rigorous training in various types of weapons and physical 
fitness courses at Kafrein training grounds in foe Jordan Valley 
region. The graduation ceremony was attended by Public Security 
Department (PSD) Assistant Director General Nasouh Mnhieddin who 
made a speech on the occasion and presented the graduates with their 
diplomas. The graduates included officers from the fiadia and Border 
Police Forces. (Petra) 


Tafileh spends over JD 1 1 m on 
industrial, public service projects 


TAFILEH (Petra) -- A total of 
JD 11.335 million was spent on 
industrial and public services pro- 
jects within the Tafileh Governo- 
rate during the past year, accord- 
ing to Tafileh Governor A ref 
Lrsheid who is also chairman of 
Tafileh Development Council. 

lrsheid said that projects for 
the second half of the 1986-1990 


Income Tax Department 
collects JD 43.3 m In *88 


five-year development plan aim 
to raise foe standard of living for 
the population in the Tafileh 
Govemorate which also includes 
Hassa and Basira. 

The five-year plan’s first stage 
focused attention on industrial, 
agricultural, mining and econo- 
mic sectors and included provi- 
sions for the development of ail 
raw materials, especially those 
mined at Hassa and Rashadieh in 
the southern regions of the 


Kingdom. 

Developing agriculture in 
Tafileh region was also sough! 
during the first half of the plan, 
lrsheid noted. 

He said the first phase of the 
five-year plan witnessed mainte- 
nance and construction of main 
and agricultural roads within the 
governorate and an improveraeftt 
in telecommunications and health 
and educational services. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Income Tax 
Department Director General 
Salman AI Tarawneh announced 
that a total of JD 43.3 million in 
income tax was collected by his 
department in the past year com- 
pared to JD 45.3 million in foe 
previpus year. 

The decline in income tax col- 
lection can be attributed to the 
fact that the Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC) had 
paid less income tax in the past 
year because it had to pay JD 3 
million and JD 5 million in 1987 
in foe course of purchasing the 
ill-fated Jordan- Chemical Fertilis- 
er Industries Company. Taraw- 
neh noted in an interview pub- 
lished Wednesday by foe AI Ra’i 
Arabic daily. 

Tarawneh said that the JPMC 
has now overcome foe previous 
difficulties and was back on tile 
right track, something which will 
reflect positively on foe depart- 
ment’s collections in the 1989. 

The government had earlier 
taken a decision to exempt the 
Jordan Cement Factories (JCFC) 
from income tax until 1990 after 
merging it with the South Cement 
Factory Company. It also ex- 
empted a number of Jordanian 
insurance and financial com- 


panies from income tax due to 
their merger with one another, 
Tarawneh noted. 

The Income Tax Department, 
he said, is trying hard to make all 
taxpayers pay their dues on time 
and to apply foe laws and regula- 
tions to all sectors in a bid to 
increase the income tax collec- 
tions. 

He also said the taxpayers with 
large sums in arrears are allowed 
to pay their dues in instalment 
due to their difficult financial' 
situation. 

To help increase foe income 
tax collections, department teams 
began to distribute forms to all 
taxpayers to be filled and re- 
turned to foe department so that 
tax can be calculated on income, 
Tarawneh noted. 

He said last year, foe depart- 
ment received 84,032 filled forms 
compared with 75,546 in 1987, 
which reflects the additional 
efforts being exerted by foe de- 
partment staff and foe greater 
public awareness to the income 
tax procedures. 

Tarawneh expected that his de- 
partment will collect no less than 
JD 60 million in income tax from. 
individuals and various organisa- 
tions during 1989. 


TENDER ANNOUNCEMENT 
SEVENTH EDUCATION PROJECT 

The contractors who had been qualified previously for foe 
Seventh Education Project and willing to participate in foe 
following bid are requested to get, bid documents from the 
Projects and Buildings Directorate. Ministry of Education from 
1/1/1989, with the following conditions. 

A- The Seventh Education Project is partially financed by foe 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 


B- Description of Tender 

1. Tender No. 52/D/88 
construction of school build- 
ings in Mardameh and Matareq 
Area (8400) Sq.M. 

2. Tender No. 53/D/88 
construction of school buil- 
dings in Sal and Beit Ras 

Area (7530) Sq. M. 

3. Tender No. 54/D/88 
construction of school build- 
ing in Masbaganieh and Bareha 
Area (8750) Sq. M. 


Price Tender 
JD Bond 

125 25000 


125 25000 


25000 


4. Tender No. 55/0/88 125 25000 

construction of school buil- 
dings in Qusaileh and Moajeh 
Area (8330) Sq. M. 

C- Last date of purchasing copies of documents is 7.2.1989 
D- Last date for submitting financial offers is 14.2.1989 at 12.00 
noon at foe Ministry of Education. 
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Israeli arrogance may 
yield to raw economics 

TO TREAT the economic malaise that Israel is facing, the 
new Israeli Minister of Finance Shimon Peres has proposed 
an austerity budget cutting into the state budget for the new 
year by as much as $550 million including some $200 milli on 
cut in the defence budget. This alarmed IsraeFs Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin who rejected this suggested cut into 
Israel's military forces on two principal grounds: First, 
Rabin argued, “if there were a war in two to three years,” 
the Israeli army “would pay a higher price in lives to 
achieve certain goals because it will not have the other 
means to achieve them.” Secondly, Rabin asserted that the 
price of dealing with the Palestinian uprising has become 
exorbitant especially with no end of the uprising in sight. 

Such remarks from Israel’s defence minis ter should cause 
the Arab World some serious concern. If one takes the 
reasonings of Rabin in reverse order, the Arab side most 
take political and economic notice that Rabin’s occupying 
forces are committed to a strategy aiming for the quelling of 
the Palestinian intifada. Rabin and like-minded Israeli 
leadership are bent on fighting and responding to the 
Palestinian revolt by fire and blood even if that entails 
considerable loss of lives on the Palestinian side and colossal 
financial expenditures to be drained from the overall 
defence budget of Israel. 

And when such military projections are considered in 
conjunction with Rabin’s forecast that a war between Israel 
and the Arab side could erupt in two or three years, the ft^U 
dimensions of Israel’s military strategy becomes all tbe more 
threatening. At a time when tbe Arab side folks about peace 
and the convening of an international peace conference and 
its military preparedness assnmfo g a low profile, it does not 
take much thinking and analysis to deduce from Rabin’s 
policy statements that if there were a war between Israel and 
tbe Arab side in two or three years, it is going to be a war 
started by Israel. 

Yet, the power of economics is beginning to take Its toil mi 
Israeli military adventurism. Israel is in the process of 
discovering that almighty Israel is no different from the 
superpowers and that the day of economic and fiscal 
reckoning has dawned. Judging by the degree of austerity 
proposed by Israel’s minister of finance, h would not be long 
before Israel’s arrogance will yield to raw economics and 
bend in the direction of peace and accommodation with the 
Arab side. Thus when all has failed, fiscal and economic 
considerations are coming to the rescue of the fortunes of 
peace in the Middle East, and Rabin may not succeed in Iris 
.aging battle for militari sm come what may. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


AJ Ra’i daily Wednesday commented on a meeting chaired by His 
Majesty King Hussein Tuesday to review the achievements of the 
development seminars and the government’s policies in the New 
Year. The meeting came in the wake of the announcement of the 
new 1989 budget which contains guidelines for the various 
government departments concerning spending, development pro- 
jects and research schemes designed to take the country slowly 
and firmly to the 21st century with a greater confidence, the paper 
noted. The events of the past year, it said, offered Joidanians a 
chance to take stock and contemplate the achievements that were 
realised despite the numerous challenges and difficulties. Not 
only did the King discuss this in detail but he also dwelt on 
pan- Arab issues, the paper added. It said that the King’s concern 
over the interest of his country and the Arab nation at large is 
reemphasised everyday through his directives to the government 
and his open and dear support for all pan-Arab causes. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily tackles the open U.S. military threats 
to Libya represented in the movement of American fleets towards 
the eastern Mediterranean region and the latest statements 
coming from Washington about the Arab country's production of 
chemical weapons. Abdul Rahim Omar says the U.S. has 
threatened to blow up the Libyan plant because it says it does not 
wa ^ 1 . terrorists' to benefit from the chemical weapons in their 
activities around the world. Despite the fact that Libya has 
already denied building such a plant and declared that it is a 
pharmaceutical factory, the Americans are still deter min ed to 
provide excuses for destroying the plant an action that would be 
condemned worldwide, the writer notes. He wonders about 
Washington’s moves and asks: Since when the U.S. had been 
appointed to serve as the policeman of the world imposing its will 
on other countries? Why, the writer asks, does the U.S. condone 
Israel s production of cluster and nerve bombs and continue its 
aggression on the Arab World? The writer says that America’s 
threat directed against Libya should be confronted with a firm 
stand by all the Arab countries which should declare total 
solidarity with Tripoli. 

A! Dustour daily followed the example of A1 Ra’i newspaper in 
tackling development projects in Jordan as were reviewed by a 
meetmg Tuesday chaired by King Hussein and attended by Crown 
rrrnce Hassan. The development projects charted for 1989 as they 
appeared in the New dear’s budget reflect the government’s 
orientation towards maintaining the momentum of construction 
and progress in all fields and manifests the Jordanian people's 
desire to overcome the present difficulties, the paper noted. It 
said that Prince Hassan has devoted his time and effort to 
promote the development process in the country working 
dihgenUy under the constant guidance of King Hussein and in 
close cooperation with the government and the private sector. 

^ fa “» editorial that the national 
^elopment conference held in November under the chair- 
mansfnp of His Majesty King Hussein and the resolutions adopted 

^ basic Mrate Sy for government’s 
KS? ' ear- The paper said that 1989 budget was in 

embodiment of the Kmg’s directives and confronting to 
the country s onentation at the national and pan-Arab levels. The 
the Jordanian 

to aoapt to tne economic situation now prevailing in the country. 


By P.V. Vlvekanand 

IT IS heartening to hear explicit statements from the European 
Economic Community (EEC) of plans to launch a new peace 
initiative in the Middle East, shifting from mere declarations to 
active diplomacy. It is precisely the kind of European move that 
the Arab World has been awaiting over the past several years 
since it has been evident that there could never be a just and fair 
settlement to the Palestinian problem without strong diplomatic 

g ressure on Israel’s staunchest supporter and ally, the United 
rates, and that such pressure could only come from the 
Europeans speaking in one voice to force Washington to prod 
Israel into dropping its intransigence and defiance. 

The new European initiative, which has a declared target of an 
international peace conference on the Middle East under U.N. 
auspices, could indeed be a watershed in efforts for peace in tbe 
Middle East, particularly if the EEC “troika” — France, Spain 
and Greece — manage to straighten out at least a part of the 
fundamental differences in Arab, Israeli, American and Euro- 
pean views of what kind of a solution would be just, durable, 
comprehensive and fair to all parties concerned. More relevant, 
though, is the avowed Israeli refusal to relinquish territory and to 
accept the idea of an independent Palestinian state. We hope tbe 
EEC realises and accepts that recent flurry in Israel to revive the 
Camp David accords was.onjy aimed at throwing a red herring 
across the path of the new Palestinian strategy for. peace based on 
a two-state solution, and that the community is realistically 
convinced that no settiement short of comprehensively addressing 
the national aspirations of the Palestinian people in the occupied 
territories will ever be able to restore peace in the region. 

One could easily find several reasons why the European 
Economic Community should rake a new interest in the Middle 
East and posh for an international conference. The most 
prominent of them of course is the intifada in tbe occupied 
territories, images of which have created a furor among European 
public opinion and a new awareness of the realities in the 
situation, followed by the Palestine liberation Organisation’s 
(PLO) recognition of Israel and renunciation of terrorism and the 
American move to open a dialogue with the PLO. 

The catalyst, however, for the Europeans is -the new trend in 
superpower relations towards settling regional conflicts through 
dialogue and the warmth and emerging tacit understanding 


between Washington and Moscow. Tbe developments since the 
’s igning of the historic intermediate range nuclear forces treaty 
between the U.S. and the Soviet Union last year has gone a long 
way in allaying European apprehensions over the “Soviet threat” 
which had made it imperative on Europe to look to its. “big' 
brother” across the Atlantic for protection. Furthermore, the 
seriousness with wind} the Soviet Union under Mikhail Gorbachev 
is - pursuing efforts to settle regional conflicts — Afghanistan. 
Angola/Namibia, Kampuchea and others — appears to have 
convinced the Europeans of an irreversible trend in Soviet 
policies which bodes well for European security and stability. 

The emerging scenario is simple on the surface; now that the 
European of the Soviet Union has considerably scaled 
down, Europe should break away from tbe American net and 
look at things in their right perspective. They should realise that 
they have been paying a high price in terms of their interests in the 
Middle East simply because they did not dare speak out against 
the all-out American support and backing for Israel, which made 
the Zionist state look almost invincible. They should also accept 
the fact that they have been held to ransom by Israel’s timely 
reminders of the “Nazi holocaust” and “European apathy” 
towards tbe Jews during World War n. It should no longer be 
natural that every European diplomat will be reluctant to 
approach this particular aspect since it has been the part of the 
system in Europe and everyone grew up with the built-in guilt 
mentality over what happened dining the Nazi era (a reminder 
here by a European colleague that “It is not the done thing" in 
Europe to put “holocaust’ ’ between quotation marks only proves 
my point). 

Of course, we cannot overlook the reality that the pronounced 
disarray in the Arab ranks did not help any in nudging the 
Europeans to do more than issuing declarations on the Middle * 
East so far. The breakthrough now is the firm Arab position 
behind the new Palestinian strategy for peace. 

In a nutshell, tbe scene is indeed set for Europe to assume the. 
leading role in pushing for peace in the Middle East. How 
realistically it goes about doing it is a different matter altogether. 

For the pessimists, it is easy to foresee Europe launching a 
half- hearted attempt starting with initiating contacts with the key 
players in the region towards an international peace conference, 
only to be told to lay off by Washington and Israel. It is only 
conceivable that the U.S. could use a number of pressure points. 


1 988 — a good year for the Arabs 


By Mariam Shahin 
AMMAN — Gamaljya, a middle 
class neighbourhood of Cairo, 
has now come to be known as the 
home of “scribe of Egypt.” Why? 
Simply because some seventy and 
seven years ago it gave birth to 
Naguib Mahfouz, the Arab 
World's only winner of tire Nobel 
Prize for Literature. 

When the Nobel committee 
announced in October this year 
that Mahfouz had won the co- 
veted prize, the Arab World 
hailed him as a hero; now his 
Cairene compatriots feel he is 
approaching “pharaohism.” 
While the Arab press, .literary 
circles and tbe educated and un- 
educated alike were swimming in 
xenophobia over the fact that the 
Nobel Prize for Mahfouz was the 
much belated recognition of Ara- 
bic literature, the Western press 
was pondering over what it saw as 
“the generous gesture" that the 
Nobel panel extended to the 
Arab World. Particular emphasis 
was given in the West to the fact 
that only one of the panel mem- 
bers could actually read Mahfouz' 
works in its original form i.e, 
Arabic. One wonders why the 
same media did not try to ham- 
mer in the same theme in the 
cases of past Nobel Prizes that 
went to works in, say for inst- 
ance, Russian or Hindi. 

Said many an Arabic commen- 
tator: “An Arab writer should 
have received a Nobel Prize a 
long time ago.” Some others said: 
“The West is always the last to 
recognise the Arabs' worth” (not 
that it applied only to literature; 
it is quite true to things other than 


the written word). 

Yet some others sought to play 
down Mahfouz’ honour by link- 
ing his Nobel success to that of 
the late Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat, who shared a 
Nobel Prize for Peace with then 
Israeli Premier Menachem Begin 
in 1980 for the U.S.-brokered 
Egypt-Israel peace treaty which 
was seen as a betrayal of the Arab 
cause in Palestine. To be fair to 
all, we will never know how far 
such considerations were behind 
the Nobel panel’s decision this 
year (there are many people who 
cannot overlook what they see as 
the .none-too obvious political 
considerations behind awarding 
the Nobel Peace Prize to dissi- 
dent Andrei Sakharov of the 
Soviet Union and militant union- 
ist Lech WaJesa of Poland, 
according to this school of 
thought). 

A paramount question emerges 
from the scenario surrounding 
Mahfouz and his Nobel Prize: 
Why the Arab World is hesitant 
to give itself credibility? Why 
does it wait for others to recog- 
nise it? 

Others will only respect you, if 
you have self-respect, is the ess- 
ence of an old proverb. But, it 
would seem that it remains only a 
memory as far as the Arab World 
is concerned. 

The longer the Arabs continue 
to measure their society's 
success solely by what non- 
Arabs, more specifically the 
West, have to say about it, the 
stronger is the Arab World’s 
amazingly negative view of its 
own image. 

Again, though in no way a 


universal phenomenon, tbe im- 
age problem that the Arabs have 
been exposed to is not exactly 
something that could be brushed 
aside. We do not have to look far 
for one of its root causes — the 
centuries-old conflict between 
Arab and Islam on the One hand 
and the West on the other. The 
situation has only worsened in the 
last two or three decades, what 
with tbe image of “Arab terror- 
ists,” “the snarling Arabs lunging 
at Israel,” “the Christian-Muslim 
war in Lebanon,” and “the sense- 
less Arab-Pereian bloodbath in 
the Gulf.” 

One has- to admit that the 
situation is gradually undergoing 
a change that could easily’ be 
attributed inter alia to the Palesti- 
nian uprising — “the revolution 
of stones” — in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza, the Iran- 
Iraq ceasefire, Mahfouz' Nobel 
Prize, the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's (PLO) recognition 
of Israel and the U.S. move to 
open a dialogue with the PLO 
after a 13-year hiatus. Somehow, 
the Arab World is emerging with 
a more “acceptable" status in the 
international arena as represent- 
ing a people with age-old culture, 
traditions and values. Not that 
these factors were not in focus 
until now, but that only now the 
Western world is showing realis- 
tic signs of accepting them. 

Self-confidence and persistence 
on the part of the Arabs were the 
key elements in bringing about 
this change, say some people. 
While the battle appeared to be 
one pitting the Arab World 
against tbe rest .of the planet 
which somehow or the other 


seemed to be united in its “anti- 
Arabism," the Arabs sought to 
consolidate the uprising, Iraq's 
quest for peace, die existence of 
the PLO and, of course, Mahfouz 
as realities no-one could cold 
shoulder. 

But, did the Arabs really im- 
pose anything on the internation- 
al community? It was the children 
of the stones battling armed-to- 
the-teeth Israeli soldiers that 
roused the attention of the world 
and heralded the so-called “mod- 
erate” stand of the PLO and the 
U.S.-FLO dialogue. It was the 
realisation in Iran of tbe futility of 
the war that prompted a ceasefire 
in the eight-year conflict. And it 
was tfie quality of Mahfouz’ writ- 
ing that brought him the Nobel 
Pnze. 

Come to think of it. did any 
Arab lobby for Mahfouz? If any- 
one did, he or she deserves a 
Nobel Prize, if only because he or 
she had overcome one of the 
most fundamental barriers in the 
Arab World; lack of real interest 
and appreciation of Arab writers. 
Recent surveys have found that 
newspapers aside, fashion maga- 
zines and glossy publications take 
the top slot in Arab readership. 

In any case 1988 has been good 
to us, we saw an end to the 
Iran-Iraq war, the stoic continuity 
of the intifada, Mahfouz's prize, 
the PLO success in Geneva and. 
most promising of all, the leaders 
of the Arab World meeting in a 
friendly ambiance, smiling after 
almost a decade of frowns. Our 
governments are opening their 
doors to each other, the rest of 
the world has opened one eye to 
us as well. 


Panama’s strongman survives 1988 


By Katherine King 
Rearer 

PANAMA CITY — Since talks 
between Washington and Gener- 
al Manuel Antonio Noriega on a 
deal for the Pan amanian military 
leader to relinquish power col- 
lapsed last May, a joke has made 
the rounds in Panama. 

“Did you bear the Noriega and 
the White House have reached a 
deal?," it goes. “Reagan is going 
to step down in January.” 

The irony of a year of pointed 
U.S. and opposition pressure to 
oust Noriega and predictions his 
days were numbered is that the 
former U.S. ally has not only 
hung on but is considering 
whether to expand his power by 
running for president. 

Speculation over Noriega's 
possible candidacy in the May 7 
election is an obsession for some 
who scrutinise his every state- 
ment and action trying and deter- 
mine what he will decide. 

Under recently revised election 
laws, formal declarations for tbe 
presidency can be made as late as 
three months before the election, 
in this case by Feb. 7. Previously 
the law stipulated six months. 

Noriega will not say whether or 
not he plans to run. 

But his appearances and 
speeches at public events, where 
in civilian dress he shakes hands 
and greets followers with tbe 
Sourish of a seasoned campaig- 
ner, have led many Panamanians 
to believe he will really run. 

Several members of the ruling 
Democratic Revolutionary Party 
(PRD) have said publicly Noriega 
would be the best candidate but 
quickly add the general will be 
the one to decide whether or not 


he wants to run. 

Some Panamanians say he 
wants, by winning a popular vote, 
to erase the negative image cre- 
ated by U.S. indictments against 
him on drug charges, which were 
handed up last February and pre- 
cipitated tbe Reagan administra- 
tion's drive to oust him. 

These people argue that if 
Noriega, the de facto leader of 
Panama as head of the armed 
forces, became its constitutional 
leader he could travel abroad as 
head of state without fear of 
arrest. Since the February indict- 
ments Noriega has not left the 
country. 

Others say Noriega would be 
fulfilling a life-long dream by 
becoming chief executive. Next 
to Noriega '5 graduation picture in 
his high school yearbook his 
ambition is listed as “to become a 
psychiatrist and president of the 
republic." 

Several prominent Panama- 
nians and foreign observers with 
long experience in Panama say he 
could run but will probably back 
a candidate loyal to him and 
remain behind tbe scenes. 

“He has everything set up to 
either run himself or float a 
candidate loyal to him. He could 
easily go either way,” said one 
foreigner who has lived in Pana- 
ma for over a decade. 

“But he has it all now, why 
would he want the presidency?*’ 
he said. 

Panamanians- opposed to 
Noriega and the military-backed 
government say that Noriega 
would not win an election. 

A recent public opinion poll, 
carried out in. November by an 
Italian polling company, says 
Noriega is one of the best known 
.figures in Panama but also one of 




the least popular. 

The poll, distributed here by 
the opposition Christian Demo- 
cratic Party (PDC), was commis- 
sioned by a private Venezuelan 
group said to have ties to the 
opposition. 

But several diplomatic and 
Panamanian sources said that de- 
spite his reported unpopularity, 
Noriega or another military back- 
ed candidate might have a chance 
at winning because the opposition 
political parties have become so 
divided. 

In three opposition parties, the 
Liberal Party, the Republican 
Party and the authentic Panama- 
nian Party, factions have splin- 
tered off from the main group. 

The Panamanian Party, the 


largest and strongest of the 
opposition parties whose long- 
time jeader Amulfo Arias Mad- 
rid died last August, is in the 
' midst of a split that has led to a 
bitter power struggle for lead- 
ership. 

One faction headed by party 
sub-secretary Guillermo Endarra 
and party Vice President Jorge 
Pacifioo Adames claim the party 
is being “stolen” from them by 
Hildebrando Nicosia, tbe party's 
general secretary who broke with 
Arias Madrid in 1984 but retained 
his title. 

Nicosia has moved to “eject” 
the Endarra faction from the par- 
ty. Endarra has in turn ordered. 
Nicosia’s ejection from the party. 


including trade and economic relations, to | beat back therati^e 
white Israel will be rummaging through history files to wave new 
evidences of “European crimes against the jews. 

Experiences have shown that when it comes to direct Euro- 
peaSsraeOi contacts over peace, foe 

"European guilt” of World War II and browbeat foe Europeans 
wSbpK remindeis to the Nazi' era. Will the Europe^ be able 
to hokTfoSr ground this time around and 
foe security and stability of foe same people of foe holocaust 
now Ue in a peaceful settlement rather than m miftary ’ 
continued occupation of other people s lauds, and, i f an ything, 
Europe will be doing them a favour in tbe long run by striving for 

a iust and fair solution? , .. .. . 

On the other side, one could easily detect dedication and 
seriousness behind foe European move. The task that lies ahead 
of the Arabs is to strengthen these sentiments to the point that 
they could resist Israeli and American pressure to accept the 
Zionist way of things which does not entertain foe idea of granting 
the Palestinians their legitimate rights. Tbe fundamental element 
should be hammered home anew that the security and stability -of 
foe Middle East are closely linked with that of Europe, and foe 
European responsibility for creating foe Palestinian problem in 
foe first place should not fade away in foe glaring light of 
heavily-publicised World War H events, which, no doubt, will 
start raising new heads in the Western media soon enough. 

We don’t need to remind foe statesmen in Europe whose 
diplomatic and experienced brains are behind tbe latest EEC 
drive for peace in the Middle East that every step along foe way 
will be hard and dangers will be lurking round the corner. Clear 
objectives, perseverance, sense of justice and firm positions are 
the need of the day. - 

Having said that, the question that remains unanswered is: Is 
there a dear and attractive enough incentive for foe Europeans to 
adopt a collision course with the U.S. and Israel? They have only 
themselves to ask who pajd dear prices and absorbed spillovers of 
the violence in foe Middle East and who stands to pay more if foe 
situation is left unaddressed in a fair and just manner. There is 
little doubt that every initiative that does not produce fruitful 
results will only breed further extremism, strengthen the hand of 
hardliners and push the Middle East region into chaos and 
bloodshed and Europe cannot escape the fallout. ' 

The writer is the political editor of tbe Jordan Times. 


multi-party system 


By Vjekoslav Rad o vie 

Reuter 

BELGRADE — Communist 
Yugoslavia is searching its soul 
over a possible switch to a multi- 
party system. 

An economic crisis in Yugosla- 
via itself and liberal trends in foe 
Soviet Bloc have fuelled a debate 
on foe subject which has spread 
into the ranks of foe ruling Com- 
munist Party.. 

Even now, Yugoslavia some- 
times seems to have more than 
one party as the Commuriist par- 
ties of each republic and province 
seldom seem to agree,- and often 
quarrel publicly with each other. 

“The only problem is they are 
all Communist parties and there 
is no real opposition across 
ideological lines,” said a Yugos- 
lav' analyst. 

Under foe one-party system, 
there are no direct elections for 
top political posts. Parliamenta- 
rians are elected indirectly in a 
complex “delegates system” in- 
volving all aged over 18. 

The prime minister is chosen 
by the supreme state body, the 
eight-member State Presidency, 
and endorsed by parliament. 

The presidency is elected not 
by the people but by Communist 
Front organisations. Some steps 
are being taken to involve the 
people more directly in choosing 
foe presidency. 

When Prime Minister Branko 
Mikulic and his government res- 
igned Friday in an economic poli- 
cy showdown with parliament he 
became the first Yugoslav pre- 
mier to fall since Communists 
took power in 1945. 

His fall- demonstrated that par- 
liament already enjoys at least 
some opportunities akin to West- 
ern democracies, and prompted 
analysts to say that Yugoslavia 
i will now have to ponder deeply a 
pluralist system and creation of 
an elected government. 

Party Secretary Stefan Korosec 
said earlier last month the idea of 
a classic multi-party system re- 
mained “futuristic”. 

But intellectuals in his liberal 
home republic of Slovenia have 
set the ball roiling for seven 
alternative parties to be created. 
Two will soon hold their founding 
congresses, and both urge a new 
constitution, multi-party system 
and free elections. 

. The ^^rade newspaper Poli- 
tuca tkspres commented that 
parties were growing in 
Slovenia _ like mushrooms”. 

Communist Party 
Md ? n Kucan, considered a 
tof 1 * 1 a reformer, said the 
groups had many good things in 

JSSLv. rog ? !mmes but “Plenty of 
5322!*^ everything Socialist in 
Yugoslavia, which is unaccept- 

^'ugoslav Communist Party - 
Pr«Ktenr Stipe Suvar, whoZ 
from Croatia, said tbe Yugoslav 
mutation did not aitow^I- 
multi-party system. 

YuwS 3 RaCan, . a member of the 
K® ™li«g Politburo 
ana one of Suvar s main rivals in 
Croatia, revealed inTrecSi^S 

p£^L" tUn 'he Commu^t 

rany there was a rift betw«^ 
conservatives a n <j liberate**? 1 
faroured a +,££££*?■ ,J 

Political analysts said YuEosla- 

via, one of the pioneers of£^ 
Worid b . CobEBt* 


pean Communist states, such as 
Hungary. 

Hungarian Communist PartjrA, 
leader Karoly Grosz said iasv' ' 
month he thought a one-party 
system could still ensure prog- 
ress. “But if public opinion or foe 
population of the country sees the 
guarantee not in one party bdt in 
more parties', we have nothing 
. against that,” he said. 

National interests 

In Yugoslavia, the main aigu- 
... merit against foe multi-party sys- 
tem since ^945,has^enthat foe 
parties would be based on nation- 
al interests, which could result in. 
a bloodbath in a multi-ethnic 
country. 

. Such- fears have been shar- 
pened this yearby growing ethnic 
strife between Serbs and ethnic*. 
Albanians. Nationalism has alsc.?- 
been on the rise in other parts of 
the multi-racial federation. 

As the country grapples with 
228 per cent inflation, a S21 
billion debt, falling living stan- - 
dards and labour unrest, quarrels 
between foe eight regional Com- 
munist branches are often as bit- 
ter as between political .parties - 
before World War II. 

After* the war the Communists 
briefly formed a coalition, with 
pre-war royalist parties, but 
under tbe leadership of Josrp 
Broz Tito they eliminated ail 
opposition parties after consoli- 
dating their power in 1947. • 

The idea of a multi-party sys- • 
tern was revived in' the 1950s by 
Milov an Djiias, then one of Mar- 
shal Tito's closest lieutenants. 

Djiias, sacked and jailed for his 
“heresies”,, is still the leading 
Yugoslav dissident. He has-been 
allowed in the past year to pub- 
lish literary work, give lectures 
and travel abroad. 

After Tito died in 1980, calls 
for pluralism were vigorously re- j.» 
newed by Serbian intellectuals*/’ - 
and by those in foe prosperous 
Slovenia and Croatia regions’ 
Slovenian President Janez Sta- 
novnik recently said: “Reforms 
of the economic system can be 
implemented only by reforming 
foe political system.”_ *. 

But like most politicians in . 
power, he has declared, himself 
against tbe creation of ^apposition - 
parties. 

Most Communists in high - 
places see foe alternative to a 
multi-party system in giving more 
power asdinitiatrve fofoe. Social- - 
ist Alliance Communist' Front ... 
Organisation.” ' ~ 

But they aff agree the alliance 
has succumbed to routine faruar* 
work and was. 'stiff " under .tiglwr.. 
Communist control. ' . - * .- 

In Slovenia, ^owerver. the new 
alternative’; groups’ emerging bn “ 
foe potiticaTsfage foresee them- 
selves, -operritrog_ under, the j;, 
umbrella r of ’-the Socialist; - 
Alliance; ar'least at foe start .*/ yi 

Djil^ TTv told that i*. 

whefehfi.fijst: tackledtheidea ofa 
m^^a^^rstem, nr; 1950s, _ “feV 
was more a vision a rq? M: 
possi bility , tart now! ttr has. a' real j ■ 
chance. ; . i. 
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Meroc-Polisario: 

I’gclalrcie 

Les rcbeflts saharaonis da 
Front Pofisark) deraieot rtn* 
coatrer mereredi ^ Marrakech 
le roi Human IX dn Maroc, 
smqod le cooffit dn Sahara 
occidental ks oppose depns 13 
aos. Ctesf b premiere fois, de- 
puts It dflmt dn cwdfit qae les 
denspartieseBjirbaceaccep' 
tent de diseuter. Selon des 
(fiplonates k Rabat,' les entre- 
tiens devratent porter . sur b 
plan de pafx des Nations-Unies 
snr ce territoire shat amt froft- 
tieres ita Maroc, de.l'Alg€rieet 
de la Maurftaaie. Ce plan avail 
&te tbbort par Javier Perez de 
Cudlar en 1987 1 to suite 3’une 
mission des Nstions-Uaies snr 
ks fieux da conflit. Les deux 
parties I’avaient accepts en 
aoftt de 1 to mime annle. D 
prlvoit - on cessez-Je-fen suivi 
d’un referendum par lequel to 
population nomade dn Sahara 
occidental pourra cbotsir Pis- 
ckpendance on le rattacbement 
an Maroc, qui a toujours re- 
veudiqik sa soaveraindt snr ce 
territoire — riche en matures 
premieres — depute le retrait 
des Espagnob en 1977. *\Je snis 
prfit l diseuter, mais pas' n£go- 
cier”, a diplomatiquement 
nnand Hia fBWB Q da n s nine 
Interview an journal Le Point, 
(d ’a pres J.T.) 


Amal-Hizboflah: 
reprise des combats 

Pres de 30 persoanes out 
tronvf la. mort an cours des com- 
bats qui, depute nnesemaine, font 
de nooveau rage entre les milice 
t cbiites prosyrienne Amai-et pro- 
iranienne Hezbollah, k Beyrouth 
et au Sud-Uban. Les combats ont 
repris lutvdi dans le Sud, moins 
d’une heure apres un fragile ces- 
, sez-le-feu impost par les Syrians 
dans la capitale. “Des que les 
Syriens ont le dos tournl, ils 
I recommencent k se battre”, a 
i dlclarl one habitante de la ban- 
lieue-Sud, ou les combats entre 
les deux milices avaient deja fait 
; pits de 600 morts en avriL Dans 
le Sud, dont Amal avail pratique- 
ment chassl le Hezbollah en 
avril, la miljee prosyrienne s’en 
prend aux demiers bastions des 
* “fous de Dieu”. Selon les obser- 
vateurs, cette nouvelle flamble 
fait suite k un accord Amal-OLP, 
selon lequel les Palestiniens ces- 
j sentient leur soutkm au Hezbol- 
* . Jah. pt&s de 1.500 personnes sont 
diddles de mort violehte en 
1988 au Liban. (d'aprfes Reuter) 

GouverfiBinent isra6- 
lien: escarmouches 

Le ministre des finances teraef- 
Ben, Shimon Phis, 8*681 atari les 
fondres de ses colllgues du 
Likoud et mime certains travail- 
' listes en proposant mardi son 
: plan d ’austerity budgltaire pour 
juguler 1’ inflation. Qble des criti- 
ques: la reduction des dlpenses 
militaires de 200 millions de dol- 
lars. La semaine dernilre, le 
gouveruement a dlvalul le 
t Shekel de 13%. Israll connait 
- actuellement sa pire recession de- 
■ puis 1982. (agencies) 

£.13 palestiniens ex-* 
i pulses 

Les antoritls teraSBennes ont 
expoisl le ler janvier vers to Liban 
13 Palestiniens suspectls d’appar- 
l. teuir k la direction clandestine du 

ji- soukvement. 


Bourse d’Amman: 
activity en hausse 

.La bourse d’Amman a enreg- 
istrl en 1988 one hausse de 12,2% 
du oombre des titles Changes 
par rapport k Fannie prlddente. 
En revanche, la valeur moyenne 
quotidienne en dinars de ces 
^changes a marqnl le pas de 13% 
par rapport a 1987. (J.T.) 

Ambassadede 
Palestine a Riyad 

Yasser Arafat a hissl k ler jan- 
vier le drapeau patestmien sur 
I'ambassade de Palestine k Riyad. 
L'immeuble, dont la construction 
a coQtd 5 millions de dollars, a Itl 
offert par le gouverhement saou- 
dien.- Riyad a annond que la 
representation de 1'OLP en Ara- 
bic saoudite jouLssait tfesonnais 
du statut diplomatique et.que son 
directeur, Rafik Natsbeh, de- 
venait de ce fait ambassadeur de 
.Palestine. Deux autres ambas- 
isades sont en construction & Al- 
ge£ et Bagdad. 




r. 


Vous ecrivez? 

Le Jeurriain recherche des col- 
laborate un en free-lance, avec des 
idles original es d’enqultes et de 
reportages. Anglais acceptl. Con- 
tact er Francois Ducroux an Jordon 
Tunes, 66417 J. 
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Le Saviez-vous? 

Echangestandart 

Lots de to dftture dn Consed 

national paJestimen d’Alger, en 

novembre dernier, Yasser Arafat 
s'adresse i un journaliste liba- 
nais: ‘‘Vous avez un territoire 
SMs prisideut, et nous avons un' 
-’president • sans territoire: Que. 
ctriez-vous d’urr 6dfflnge? " 



Priority h la production natiomle et k I'exporlatioa 

Budget eh baisse, aust&rite 

1989: produire d’abord 


Le budget 1989, present^ le 31 
dlcembre par le Cabinet, se 
monte i 1,035 dinars, suit one 
baisse en valeur absolute de 40 
millions de dinars par rapport k 
l’an passl. Aust£rit£ oblige, i’Etat 
ne finaneera pas cette amke de 
nouveaux services et infrastruc- 
tures, concentrant son effort sur 
les activities prodnetives. Defense 
et service de to detie sont en tete 
des chapitres budgltaires. 

Les re venus de 1'Etat sont esti- 
mls k 913 ^ millions de dinars 
pour Vexercice 1989 (taxes, droits 
de douanes, aide Strange re et 
emprunts). Le deficit prlvision- 
nel se monte done & 122,2 mil- 
lions de dinars, contre 69,9 mil- 
lions en 1988, SeJon le Cabinet, il 
devrait etre couverr par des eco- 
nomies sur les dlpenses publi- 
ques, line amelioration des re- 
venus nationaux et des emprunts 
intlrieurs et extlrieurs. 

Selon le v ministre des finances, 
Hanna Odeh, le gouvemement 
s'en tiendra strictement aux 
previsions du budget. U n'y aura 
pas de dlpenses consacrees a de 
nouveaux services et infrastruc- 
tures, et le gouvemement n'em- 
pruntera pas d'argent pour finan- 
cer des projets non productifs, 
a-t-il ajoutl. M. Odeh a pr£cis£ 
que la dlpense publique yisera k 
augment er la production 
nationale et k rdduire le .deficit 
budgltaire, afin cfaccoitre 1'auto- 
suffisance du pays. 

“La Jordanie a surmontl la 


phase critique et ressent mainte- 
nant les effets positifs des 
recentes mesures Iconomiques, 
monelaires et financ^res. des- 
tinies a stimuler les investisse- 
ments, a rationnaliser la con- 
sommation ct k augmenter les 
importations", a-t-il estime. 

Selon le ministre, le deficit 
budgetaire s'explique par le man- 
quement des pays arabes — ex- 
ceptle 1'Arabie Saoudite — a 
verser a la Jordanie l'aide finan- 
cidre decidee au sommei de Bag- 
dad (1978). entrainant une 
dlpense publique accrue pour 
maintenir la croissance Iconomi- 
que nationale. 

La Jordanie doit aussi faire 
face a un deficit de sa balance des 
paiements, du k une augmenta- 
tion des dlpenses publiques plus 
forte que cede de ses renrrles en 
devises Itrangeres; au service de 
la dette exterieure; aux importa- 
tions massives combinees a une 
baisse des exportations, a soulig- 
ne M. Odeh. 

II a precise que le gouveme- 
ment concentTerait son attention 
sur I'agri culture, element de base 
du developpement economique. 
Plus d'importance sera accordee 
au dlvelooppement technologi- 
que et scientifique. afin de creer 
un climat propice aux activites 
creatives. le gouvemement sri- 
mulera en outre le rdie du secteur 
prive dans la production, a ajoutl 
le ministre. (D’aprls agence Pet- 
ra) 


Menu .1989 (principaux chapitres) 

Defense et slcuritl: . . . 251 millions de JD (256 en 1988) 

Service de la dette: -. 209,7 millions (177,7 en 1988) 

Dlveloppement Iconomique: 154,4 mill ions. (256.1 en 1988). 

Services spriaux: 118 millions (142,4 en 1988) 

Total d&penses: rl,Q3S raillrard (1,075 en 1988) 

Deficit prfvisioimel: 122,2 millions (69,9 milKons en 1988) 


Serrez votre ceinture 


A pnrtir du 18 janvier, le port de 
to cemtnre sera rendu obbgatoire 
poor les passagers avants de tons 
les vflricales, quefle que soft kur 
ritesse, en vffle comae sur ks 
routes. 

De 1970 k fin 1987, on a recen- 
sl 177,126 accidents de la route 
en Jordanie, qui ont cofltl la vie h 
6^98 personnes et en ont blessl 
103,780, selon le directeur du 
Department de la circulation 
routfere. 

1985 a ltd une ann6e noire, 
avec un record de 524 morts et 
9,100 Messls. Ces chiffires ont 6t£ 
rivllls d l'occasion d’un slmi- 
naire consacrl au port de la cein- 
ture de s£chrit6, dont le 
gouvemement veut rendre 1'us- 
age pbligatoire dans tous les vehi- 
coles k partir de ce mois-ci. La loi 
obligeant le automo bilists & por- 
ter la ceinture date de 1983. Mais 
depute, des amendments avaient 
notamment autorisl les au to- 
rn obilistes k rouler sans ceinture, 
en de9& de 60 kmJb puis de 40 
km/, et la loi n'gtait pas vraiment 


respectle, Dlsormais, les con- 
trevenants devront payer une 
amende, dont le montant n'a pas 
ltd precisl. 

L’Australie a 6t6 le premier 
pays du monde k imposer le port 
de la ceinture obbgatoire, en 
1972, suivie par la Nouvelle- 
Zllande puis les pays europ6ens, 
les Etats-Unis et le Canada. 
Selon une T&ente dtude britanni- 
que, le port de la ceinture rlduit 
le taox de mortality rontiftre de 
26% et le nombre de blessls de 
23%. 

Le ministre de la santl, Zuhair 
Malhas, a estiml qoe mieux vautt 
prlvenir que gulrir et que le port 
de la ceinture economteait des 
vies et des expenses hospitaliferes. 
D a nil que la ceinture ait des 
effets ndfastes sur les femmes 
enceintes et a soulignl qu’eOe 
protlgeait les enfants k 100%. 
Par aiUeirrs, il a prlcisd que la 
ceinture Ivitait les blessures & la 
t£te et k la nuque, qui sont 
sou veut responsables de comas, 
(d’aprfes Petra). 


Prochaine toum&e au Proche-Orient 

CEE: objectif paix 


La Communaute dconomiqne 
europ£ene (CEE) doit engager 
parochainement une initiative 
de paix an Proche-Orient, qui 
devrait se tradnire par une 
tournle dans les sept pays 
concensus par le conflit. 

L’objectif numlro un de cette 
initiative est la promotion d’une 
conference Internationale de paix 
sous les auspices des Nations- 
Unies. Une idle qui, pour rin- 
stant, se heurte k une opposition 
farouche en Israel. 

Le premier ministre espagnol 
el prlsident en exercice de to 
CEE pour six mois depute le ler 
janvier, -Felipe Gonzalez, a indi- 
qul lundi que le dossier du 
Proche-Orient constituera I’un 
des principaux objectifs de son 
pays en matiere de politique 
Itranglre. L'Espagne a sucddl a 
la Grice k la prlsidence de la 
CEE. Cest la premilre fois de- 
pute son adhlsion k la com- 
munautl en janvier 1986 que 
Madrid exerce cette fonction. La 


France la relaiera k ce poste pour 
les six mois survants. 

Les Douze avaient annond le 
19 dlcembre leur intention d'e- 
ngager des contacts avec les par- 
ties conce rules par le conflit 
proche -oriental. A cet effet, une 
''troika” avait Itl dlsignle pour 
mener k bien cette mission, com- 
posle des chete de la diplomatic 
franqaise, espagnole et grecque.' 
Ils reprlsenteront to CEE devant 
Israll, les Etats-Unis et COLP 
notamment. 

Fernandez Ordonez, le minis- 
tre des Affaires Itranglres espag- 
nol. a affirml que 1989 "pourait 
Itre I’annle du dlblocage" de la 
situation au Proche-Orient. 
Durant la prlsidence espagnole, 
les douze joueront un “rdle de 
stimulant, de contact et de per- 
suasion'’, a-t-il indiqul. 

Le ministre s'est entretenu le 2 
decern b re a Paris avec son homo- 
logue frangais, Roland Dumas. 
"Nous vo u Ions commencer k tra- 
vail ler (sur i'initiative de paix) 
immldiatement. Nous avous 


dlcidl une slrie de visites dans 
les sept pays concemls", a die- 
tori M. Ordonez h Tissue de ces 
entretiens. H n'a. pas prlcisl les 
□oms de ces pays. Le chef de la 
diplomatic espagnole. qui. re- 
venait d'une visite en Egypt e, a 
en outre estirnl qu’ Israll 
change rail sa position concernant 
la conference Internationale, 
routes les autTes alternatives 
ayant-ltl Ipuisles. 

M. Ordonez a indiqul qu'un 
premier rapport serait prlsentl 
en fevrier k Madrid lors d’une 
conference des ministres des 
affaires Itranglres de la com- 
munautl. 

Par ail le ure, selon un porte- 
parole de I’OLP, Yasser Arafat 
pourrait se rendre k Madrid en 
janvier pour des entretiens avec 
MM. Gonzalez et Ordonez. Au 
centre de ces discussions, la con- 
ference intemationale et la crea- 
tion d'un Etat palestinien, 
precise-t-on de meme source, 
(agences) 


Le ministre des Affaires 
Itranglres is rail ten, Moshe 
Arens, a depiorl mardi que les 
pays europiens ne consnltent 
pas IsraH snr les initiatives de 
paix an Proche-Orient. D a 
qjontl que I’Etat hebreu Halt 
prlt k assnmer son isolation dn 
monde afin de preserver sa 
slcurite. 

Le nouveau chef de la diplo- 
matic a desapprouvl la dlmar- 
che de la CEE, qui cherche k 
encourager une conference in- 
temationale de paix. “H serait 
prlflrable qu'avant de se Ian- 


Israel pret a s’isoler 

cer dans une telle initiative, les 
membres de la CEE nous con- 
sultant prllablement afin de 
coordonner leur action avec 
nous; ils n’ont aucune raison 
de ne pas ecouter notre point 
de vue avec la plus grande 
attention”, a declarl M. 
Arens. 

Evoquant I'appel europlea i 
un dialogue Israel-OLP, il a 
estirnl qu'une telle dim arch e 
mettrait en danger la slcurite 
de son pays. Il a Igalement 
critiqul le dialogue Etats-Unis- 
OLP. jugeant qu'il faisait du 
tort l la lutte contre le “terror- 


isme international”. Mais in- 
terrogl sur le plan de paix 
israllien. M. Arens s’est boml 
l indiquer qu'il Itait toujours 
en cours d'llaboration. M. 
Arens a toutefois soulignl les 
deux points suivants: 

— Israel n'est pas pret l se 
retirer des territoires occupls, 
car “les frontierls d'avant 1967 
ne sont pas sfires”. 

— Tel Aviv esplrc retablir 
ses relations diplomatiques 
avec Moscou. L'amllioration 
des relation israllo- 
egyptiennes est une prioritl. 


Deux avions libyens 
abattus par les Americains 


Deux avions de chasse libyens 
ont HI abattus par des apparefls 
americains lors d'un wmhat ao- 
dessus de to Mlditerranle mercre- 
di, a annond to Dlpartement 
d’Eiat ankricain. 

Selon un porte-parole du Pen- 
tagone, les avions libyens, deux 
Mig-23S, ont ltd abattus par des 
F-14 basis sur le porte-avion 
John Kennedy, lors d'une pat- 
rouiile de routine au-dessus des 
eaux international cs. Les avions 
libyens se dirigeaient sur eux k 
grande vitesse et (ears radars de 
tir etaient en marche, ajoute-t-on 
de meme source. Les F-14 ont 
alors ouvert le feu, s'estimant 
attaquls. 


Le responsable des relations de 
presse au ministlre libyen des 
Affaires Itranglres a de son c6tl 
dlclarl qu’il n'avait pas d'in- 
fonnations sur cet incident. 

U s’agir du premier nffronte- 
ment militaire entre les deux pays 
depute le bombardement de Tri- 
poli en 1986. 

Cet accrochage intervient alors 
que les relations entre Washing- 
ton et Tripoli connaissent un re- 
gain de tension. Les Etats-Unis 
accusent la Libye d’avoir con- 
stnrit une usine d’armes chimi- 
ques au Sud-Ouest de Tripob et 
affirment que la production a 
dljd commence. 


Drogue: le 

Depute longtemps on le savaiL 
Mate cette fois, e’est offidel ou 
presque: T usage de la drogue se 
propage d’une manilre alarmante 
au sein de la j era esse libanatee. 

Selon un rapport rldigl par le P. 
Benoit Soccar, fondateur de 1’ as- 
sociation Jeunesse antidrogue, 
aucune couche sociale n’est 
dlsormais Ipargnle par le fleau. 
Gargons et jennes Giles sont 
touches, aussi bien dans les Icoles 
que dans les universitls. Le rap- 
port sigqi|le que pour la seule 
annle 1988, 32 jeunes gens sont 
morts des suites d'une overdose, 
alors que dans le mime temps 25 
autres personnes atteintes du 
SIDA sont diddles. 

Le rapport rlvlle que 54 labor- 
atoires de transformation de la 
morphine base en blroine sont 
particulilrement actifs en divers 
points du territoire lib an ate et que 
80% de leur production est des- 


sinistre 


tinle k l'exportation vers les pays 
arabes et europiens. Si quelques- 
uns de ces laboratories sont clan- 
destins, lit-on encore, d’autres 
oplrent au grand jour dans cer- 
tain es rlgions, sous la protection 
des milices auxquelles ils procu- 
rent des ren tries confortables en 
devises. 

Pour oe qui est de la propaga- 
tion de la drogue dans les Icoles 
et les universitls, le rapport cite 
des cas saisissants: tel ce directeur 
d'lcole qui a dlcouveit que 65 
jeunes Giles de son Itablissement 
Itaient des drogules, ou encore 
cet instituteur qui se procurait sa 
dose quotidienne auprls de ses 
Hives. En conclusion, le rapport 
propose des mesures de rltorsion 
draconiennes, qui doivent nlces- 
sairement passer par le dlman- 
tfelemem de la filifere, « si Ton 
veut pro tiger ce qui reste de 
notre jeunesse », affirme-t-il. 
(Arabies, janvier) 


HUMEUR 


A qui la faute? 

Main tenant que la 
menace soviltique s’est estompee, 
T Europe sembfe se li hirer du filet 
amlricain et regarder ks choses 
dans sa propre perspective. Le 
temps est main tenant vena poor to 
vieux continent d'assumer un role 
moteur dans le processus de paix 
au Proche-Orient. Mate Texplri- 
ence montre que lorsque les Euro- 
pleas parlent direct ement de paix 
avec ks IsraHiens, ces derniers 
utili^ent tour sentiment de 'cnlpa- 
billt£ hlritl de to plrfode nazie. 
Les Europeens seront-ils capable, 
cette fois-d de les convaincre que 
to slcnritl et to stabilitl des petits- 
GIT de P“holocauste , '* rteident 
dans un rlgfement parifique et 
non dans une solution militaire? D ■ 
ne faodrait pas que I’lnorme pub- 
lidte donnee aux Ivlnements de la 
seconde guerre mondiak jette one 
ombre snr to responsabBitl portle 
par les Europiens dans le game 
du probkme palestinien. La ques- 
tion est: les Europiens sont- ils 
soffisammeut motfvls pour 
affronter ThostiKte teraHlenne et 
amlricaine? Il leur sufifit de se 
demander qui a payl le prix de la 
violence an Proche-Orient et qui 
patera encore si to situation n’est 
pas rlglle de manilre juste et 
Iquitahk. Un Ichec ne ferait que 
renforcer les extrlmteraes dans la 
rlgion. (Traduction parrielle 
d’un article de P.V. Vtoekanaud, 
Iditeur politique. Voir version 
complete en anglais en page 4). 

• I 'iditeur frangais est en disac- 
cord aveb ces guillemets, qui 
risument bien la divergence 
arabo-europieo sur I'approche 
bistorique du nazisme. 3,5 mil- 
lions de juifs morts selon les uns. 
6 millions selon les autres... 


Us trouvent de moins en moins des postes £ I’etranger 


Chomeurs: retour k I’envoyeur 


Le chdmage, estirnl mitre 10 
et 17% de la population active, 
atleint un seuil critique en 
Jordanie. Si la crise Interna- 
tionale y est pour quelque 
chose, la structure mane de 
I’lconomie nationale ne favo- 


deurs d’emploi. 

Combien sont-ils? Gfficielle- 
ment, le taux de ch6mage en 
Jordanie a r Ice m ment Itl estirnl 
k 10% environ de la population 
active. La Federation glnlrale, 
des travailleurs jord aniens a 
avand le 17 aoflt dernier le cbif- 
fre de 12%, par la voix de son 
Secrltaire glnlral, Sami Kardan. 
Certains vont plus loin.’ Fahed 
AI-Fanek, Iconomiste et chroni- 
queur au Rai, a Ivalul dans une 
conference donnle en octobre le 
taux de chomage l 16% de la 
population active. En septembre 
1987 dljd, Jawad Anani, prlsi- 
dent de TAssodatiOn srientifique 
royale, avan$ait 17%. 

Si les duffres divergent, les ‘ 
analystes sont unanimes: le' 
chdmage a atteint en Jordanie un 
seuil critique. Tlmoin la confer- 
ence oigantele sur ce thhoe le * 
mote dermer parl’universitl du' 
Yannouk, prlsidle .i par le Prince 
Hassan. 

Ia chdmage n’est pas un feat 
nouveau dans le pa.j/s* Les re-, 
sponsables expliquerit le phlno- 



Beaucoup de d^Umls, pen de dAondite en Jordanie 


mine par “{’augmentation artifi- 
delle de la population” due aux 
guerres de 1948 et 1967, en- 
tralnant un exode massif de 
Palestiniens de ce c6tl du Jour- 
dain. Plusieurs Itudes ont ainsi 
montrl qu’au dlbut des annles 
1950, le chomage touchah 20% 
de la population active. Dix arts 
plus tard, il retombait k 10% 
environ. 

L’lmigration des travailleurs, 
pour la pluparf vers les pays du 
Golfe, constituait une soupape & 
ce trop-plein. Des centaines de 
milliers de porte urs de passeports 
jbrdaniens ont ainsi trouvi da 
travail dans les jeunes Etats p6t- 
roliers, mate aussi en Allemagne 
fedlraie par exemple. 


Mate ces rinq demilres annles, 
il est devenu plus difficile de 
trouver du travail k j’ltranger, 
suite k la rlcession qui a frappl 
T Occident puis le Golfe lui- 
mfime. La guerre Iran-Zrak et la 
baisse : du prix du brut y ont 
engendrl une plriode de relative 
anstlritl. D’oh le rerour au pays 
de milliers de families: les pays 
hdtes n’ont plus besoin de leurs 
services. 

Trop de dipldmls 

La Jordanie elle-mlme a forte- 
meat ressenti le contrecoup de 
cette crise, allile k l’instabilitl 
-politique dans la rlgion; les inves- 
tissements s'y sont rlduits a une 
peau de chagrin. Les jeunes di- 


p!6mls, qui sont de plus en plus 
nombreux, arrivent chaque annle 
sur un mar chi du travail saturl. 
Cest ainsi que dans les bureaux 
de recrutement du service civil, 
on recense quelque 40.000 jeunes 

S ualifils en attente d'un emploi 
e fonctionnaire. Soit pres de la 
mo i til du total des demandenrs 
d'emploi, selon les ch iff res offi- 
ciels de 1987. La concurrence des 
travailleurs Strangers accentue le 
phlnomeoe. 

A ces causes conjoncturelles, il 
faut ajouter les faiblesses struc- 
ture lies de I’lconomie jordanien- 
ne, dominie par un secteur ter- 
tiaire (services) non extensible si 
les aictivitls productives ne se 
dlveloppent pas. Mais ces der- 
nilres, Industrie et agriculture, ne 
con trib lien t qiie pour 26% au 
produit intlrieur brut, contre 
60% pour le secteur tertiaire. 

Quant au systlme de 1’en- 
seignemeot, il est restl pendant 
de longues annles isoll des he- 
roins primordiaux de 1'lconomie, 
produisant en sumombre des di- 
plomls. Cest ainsi que la Jorda- 
nie rouffre d’un Ixais de mlde- 
cins, d’inglnieurs, d’avocats, 
etc., alors qu’on manque de tech- 
mciens et d’otrvriers qualities. 

Prfidsons encore que la Jorda- 
nie, avec un taux de natalitl 
supdrieur h 6 enfants par feimne, 
arrive en seconde position au 
palmarls mondial, aprls le' 
Kenya. 70% des Jordaniens ont 


moins de 30 as. En moyenne, 
chaque chef de famille a cinq 
personnes k sa charge. Mate il va 
fulloir se serrer la ceinture. Sur 
on march 6 de t'emploi de plus en 
plus maigre, la loi de Toffre et de 
la demande a entrainl une baisse 
des salaries: on relevait rlcexn- 
ment dans les quotidiens des 
offres d'emplois k 65 dinars par 
mois... 

Devant l’ampleur du prob- 
llme, une commission a Itl crUe 
en 1987 pour y faire face. Ses 
recommandations, ren dues publi- 
ques il y a un an, pfeconisaient 
des mesures restnetives pour 
Temptoi de travailleurs immigrls. 
La rlcente conference du Yar- 
mouk, dans ses conclusions, 
propose un programme plus 
vaste: k long terme, 1 utter contre 
1'augmentation galopante de la 
population, orienter 1’enseigne- 
ment vers les secteurs deman- 
deurs (valorisation des forma- 
tions techniques), augmenter les 
investissements dans les secteurs 
agricoles et industrials. A court et 
moyen terme, amlnager des ter- 
rains agricoles et les distribuer l 
de jennes dipldmls moyennant 
des prfits k long terme; encoura- 
ger la cr&ation d’industries artisa- 
nal es; amlHorer la qualitl des 
produits jordaniens pour mieux 
les exporter, limiter la main- 
d'oeuvre Itranglre. 

Sn teiman Sweiss 


Les Valente liberees 



Marie- La ure et Vlrginte: leur mire est restle 


Marie-Laure et Virginie 
Valente, 7 et 6 ans, ont finale-, 
ment fetl Noel en famille... le 
31 decembre. Selon les mlde- 
cins, elles sont en bonne same. 
Detenues depute treize mois au 
Liban avec leur mere par le 
Fatah rlvolutionnaire d’Abou 
Nidal, leur liberation avait Itl 
annoncee le 21 decembre par 
le groupe palestinien, “en 
cade a u de Noel pour les en- 
fants du monde”. Mate depuis, 
on n’avait pas de nouvelles. 
Elies ont fainalement regagne 
la France le 29 dlcembre, 
aprls avoir Itl confiles k Tri- 
poli a 1'ambassadeur de France 


en Lybie. Leon Bouvier. 

Le colonel Kadhafi avait iui- 
meme demandl la liberation 
des deux fiilettes a la veilie de 
Noel. “Je regrette que leur 
mere et les autres orages 
n’aient pas ete liberes”. a-t-il 
dit. 

Outre Jacqueline Valente et 
sa Rile nle en captivite, cinq 
Beiges restem encore dltenus 
par Abou Nidal. Tous avaient 
ete captures le 8 novembre 
1987 a bord du Silco, au large 
de Gaza. Abou Nidal les ac- 
cuse d’etre “a la solde du 
Mos&ad.” (d’apres AP) 



FIGURE 


Le cousin d'Amerique 

Le lobby juif aurait-il de to 
concurrence? Avec ses tweeds dis- 
crete, son visage de star hoUywo- 
dienne, Edward Said fait un tabac 
k Tumversitl de Cohunbia, ou 0 
enseigne to literature anglatee. 

Cet intellectuel amlricain, qui se 
definit lui-mlme com me “un 
bomme de la gauche qui n'existe 
pas aux Etats-Unis”, est aussi 
membre du Conseii national 
palestinien et proche de Yasser 
Arafat, n a joul ces derniers mote 
un rdle capital entre TLOP. le 
Dlpartement d’Etat et certains 
juite amlricains. Cest lui qui, a 
Alger, a rldigl les textes de la 
dlclaration d’indlpen dance de 
TEtat palestinien. Il incame cette 
“communaute invisible" des 
200.000 Palestiniens amlricains 
tour 2.5 millions d'Arabes aux 
Etats-Unis), ignorle pendant des 
lustres et qui commece a se faire 
entendre depuis l'lntifada. 

“En un an, l'lntifada a trans- 
forml r image des Palestiniens 
aux Etats-Unis, a rlveilll la soli-; 

•daritl de la diaspora et Pa ame- 
nde k intervenir sur la sdne 
amlricaine”, dit Edward Said. 

Manifestations de rue collect es, 
pltitions,... Mais les cousins 
d' Aralrique se battent surtout sur 
le terrain de I’information: 

Jamais de ma vie je n’ai participl 
a autant de rlunions, de collo- 
ques avec des reprlsentants des 


Edward Said 

Eglises, des juifs. des respons- 
ables de la vie publique amir- 
icaine”, s’exclame-t-il. Long- 
temps pratiquement interdits 
d’antenne, les Palestinens inter- 
viennent k la tlllvision. dlvelop- 
pant un discours mesurl, relayl 
par les images de violence 
isralliennes provenant des terri- 
toires occupes. Mieux encore,' ils 
plnltrent petit a petit dans les 
institutions poliques des Etats ou 
ils root suffisamment nombreux. 

En 1984. Arafat avait demande 
k Edward Said: “Quelles respon- 
sabilitls strategiques la diaspora 
americano-paiestinenne est-elle 
prete a assumer?” II avait rlpon- 
du: “La fidllite abrolue a la cause 
palestinienne. mais (’adhesion 
aux valeurs enseignees par les 
Etats-Unis". 


MANGER 


Geneva: bianc 



Pour un pen, on se croirait 
quelque part entre Venlse et 
Budapest: chocolats suisses, 
capuccino, chocolat chaud, patis- 
series euro pie on ess — servies 
avec des gants. Car le nom du 
Geneva n'a pas Itl choisi au 
hasard. Fikri Shreim, prop- 
riltaire de ce salon de the ouvert 
en septembre, insiste sur J'hy- 
gilne route befvltiquee de son 
Itablissement. “J’adore Genlve; 
la Suisse reprlsente pour moi un 
havre de paix et de propretl. U 
me semble que beaucoup de 
salons de thl k Amman nlgligent 
cet aspect du service." Un dlcor 
carrell 06 le bianc prldomrne, 
quelques plantes vertes et des 
vitres immaculles conferent & 
l'endroit une ambiance trls 
alrle, peut-ltre un peu froide. 
“La clientele est raffinle, et j'ai 


A L AFFICHE 


CINEMA 

Inherit the Wind 

De Stanley Kramer, avec Gene 
Kelly et Spencer Tracy: 1925. Dans 
une petite ville du Tenessee, un pro- 
fesseur de biologie est arret l pour 
enseigner Okgalement la tblorie de 
revolution de Darwin. D’oU le 
fameux “prods du singe.” 

Centre amandin, Jtnfi 5 el dimaache 8 A 
I9fa80 ten anglais) 

La morale 
de Ruth Halfbass 

De Volker SchtOndorff, avec Mar- 
garethe von Trotta (1971): Comldie 
de raoeurs. Halfbass, industriel, 6co- 
ute des disques en permanence. Sa 
femme, k la derail re mode, dlvore 
les magazines. Leurs enfants sont 
Iduqiks & la fa$on ami-autoritaire. 
Mais ‘Madame veut faire assassiner 
Monsieur. Une peinture d’une sockti 
prosplre et sans ime. 

InaitB* Goethe, mardt Hi 26 hM ten 
eUrmew i, stms-dtrt en w^th) 

Cin6-dub 

Spaces rapcctircsieni k 13M0, ISlN, 
17M0, 19h80, MU9..U 5: Cat baUoon, 
Cool hand Luke, Bonnie and Cludc. On 
the waierboat. Quest of Gre (La guerre du 


Itl fllicitl par des diplomates 
suisses pour la qualitl de notre 
salon — et pour son nom!” 

• Petits fours sucrls et sails, 
sorbets, pates feuilletles, crime 
au beurre, pains au chocolat et 
croissants root mitonnls par des 
cuisiniers liban ate. Honorables, 
mais on retie ndra surtout le 
capuccino et le dllicieux “cafe 
Geneva”, noir et nappl de crime 
Chantilly. Un Irish coffee sans 
whisky, en somme. On le degus- 
tera de preference en fin d’apres- 
midi ou le vendredi, si I’on aime 
la compagnie. Et en prevision de 
1’ltl, une grande terrasse est en 
cours d'amlnagement cdtl 
jardin. 

Geneva, Sbmeissani. au pied de 
I'ambassade de Chine (entre les 
hotels Commodore et Ambassa- 
dor). Ouvert de 8h30 a 22h. 


feu)*. Le 6: Day of the Jackal. Doctor No 
(007). Cat oo a thin roof, A man and a 
woman (Un bomme et une femme)*. Wild 
Bunch. Le 7: Dressed ro kill. Dog day 
afternoon. The champ. Reds. Name of the 
rose (Le nom de la rose)*. Le 8: Gigi, 
Emperor of the North, China syndrom. 
Robin and Marian. Yankee doole dandy. 
Le 9i Four feathers. French connection. 
City lights. The shining. Barefoot coulisse 
(La comlcsse aux pteds. nus)*. Le Kfc In the 
heat of the night. The graduate. Business 
as usual*. Singing in the rain, the border. 
Le II: From Russia with love (007). Jesus 
Christ superstar. The conversation. Ten 
commandments part. 1. Ten command- 
ments pan. 2. 

*: bande am en frangais. Teh 60390 J. 
Route de nUmversfML, A Amite uprts le 
bAtfcnent “CaterpJBar’', pubs lire 6 
guebe, 300a. 

TELEVISION 

“Le grand cbemin”, de Jean -Louis 
Hubert, avec Anemone et Richard 
Boriongcr. un petit gargon de la ville 
est eonfil par sa mire k un couple de 
paysans dteunis. 0 se retrouve perdu 
dans un monde oO ii faut qu’un lapin 
soit tue avant d’etre mange... Cesars 
1988 de la meiOeure imerprllation 
masculine et flmmioe. Grand prix de 
I'Acadlmie du onltna. A ne pas 
maoquer. (JTV, vendredi 6 k 17h30) 
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Kenyans take to 

traditional 

medicine 

By Wona Akute 

Traditional medicine is becoming 
fashionable in Kenyan cities. But 
thousands of the plants from which 
the medicines are extracted are 
endangered by land clearance. 




The ideal tribune d# 
body, mind and spirit 
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This is the first of a three part. article on Arab Islamic Medicine 
and Public Health written by Dr. Sami K. Hamameh who is a 
professor in the School of Public Health at Yarmouk University in 
Jordan. 


NAIROBI — Njeri Kamau, a 
35-year-old accountant in Nairo- 
bi. consults a traditional healer 
when conventional medicine has 
failed her. When she went to Dr. 
Githae after suffering from sinu- 
sitis for ten years, it was as a last 
resort. 

He gave her a brown powder to 
boil in water for five minutes and 
to be taken twice daily before and 
after meals. Njeri's symptoms 
cleared after only twd days, and 
now she uses the powder whenev- 
er she needs to. 

“I hate taking anti-allergy 
drugs — mainly antihistamines 
and antibiotics — which make me 
feel nauseous, drowsy and lethar- 
gic.” she said. “The brown pow- 
der is bitter, but at least it has no 
side-effects.” 

Western medicine may still get 
the lion's share of resources in 
most developing countries — but 
traditional, herbal medicines are 
becoming popular in Kenya 
again, paradoxically, at the very 
time that the plants from which 
the medicines are becoming 
popular in Kenya again, paradox- 
ically, at the very time that the 
plants from which the medicines 
are extracted are becoming rare. 

Some 70% of the rural popula- 
tion still depends largely on tradi- 
tional medicine, but the new twist 
is its fashionability in the cities. 

A leading Kenyan traditional 
healer. Dr. John Githae. might 
see up to 400 patients in his 
Nairobi clinic on Sundays alone 
— and this may include people 
from neighbouring Uganda, Tan- 
zania, Ethiopia, Zambia and 
Burundi. 

In an analysis of 21,000 pa- 
tients who came to the clinic over 
a one-year-period. Dr. Githae 
and colleagues found that the 
majority were cases of asthma, 
bronchitis, hypertension, 
epilepsy, paralysis, ulcers, sexual- 
ly-transmitted diseases and infer- 
tility. 

Treatments were most effective 
m diabetic, liver and spleen con- 1 
ditions. according ro the herbal- 
ists. They claimed that over 80% - 

of the patients who had had hospital i 
treatment for diabetes said they ( 
no longer needed medicine after s 
following a prescribed dietary 
and herbal regime. < 

The clinic’s herbalists work [ 
closely with conventional health ( 
workers, and onlv prescribe herbs s 
that won’t react against the phar- ' 
maceutical drugs the patients 
already take. 

They do this because many e 
patients — like Njeri Kamau — 
prefer to hedge their bets be- 
tween modern and traditional 
medicine. She still takes her two ' 

children to a doctor in a modem J; 
health clinic, only resorting to 
herbalists if they fail. 

According to a survey, Njeri is ?! 
among a third of Kenya's popula- 
bon of 22 million who believe n < 
both in traditional and modem 
medicine. Another third seek tra- 7 


ditional healers only, while the 
rest only accept treatment from 
modem medicine. 

Githae says cost and culture 
account for the renewed faith in 
traditional medicine. Herbal 
cures are cheap compared to 
pharmaceutical drugs — and they 
appeal to people's cultural 
heritage. 

The colonial period unfairly 
discredited traditional healers in 
the Third World as sorcerers, 
witches or magicians, argues 
Githae. In fact the healers were 
traditionally esteemed as doctors, 
priests and' prophets within their 
communities. 

Their periods of training 
ranged up to 30 years, as they had 
to serve as apprentices to elderly 
practising herbalists before they 
could prescribe herbs on their 
own. 

Throughout Africa, thousands I 
of tropical plants have been 
found to have potential economic 
uses as food, drugs, pesticides 
and industrial raw materials. 
Medical researchers acknowledge 
that more than half the world’s 
medicines have their origins in 
nature — and that a quarter come 
from tropical forests. 

Conservationists and herbai- 
ists, however, now fear that this 
potential could be lost as useful 
varieties of plants are destroyed 
through rapid development. 

Githae estimates that 10,000 
species of medicinal plant are 
endangered as people rapidly 
clear brush and forest for cultiva- 
tion, settlement, timber and fire- 
wood. 
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A prince, a physician and his assistant, from a 13th-century 
Arab medical treatise. 


The practice of medicine in Islam 
always has been guided by the 
principle that good physical 
health will lead to wholesome 
living in the ideal triune of body, 
mind and spirit that the religion 
of Islam embodies. 

Since the earliest days of Mus- 
lim civilisation, this basic precept 


has given rhe professions of medi- 
cine and pharmacy an important 
position of dignity and value. 
Islam's first medical practitioners 
and scholars, for example, were 
provided with ample opportunity 
to study and work. Thus, many 
were able to realise the fuil 
potential of their genius and. in 


consequence, have enriched the 
history of medicine. 

The early physician in Islam 
was more concerned and involved 
in his society, its affairs and the 
issues of everyday living than was 
his Greek predecessor. He prac- 
ticed his career with devotion, 
and applied his clinical and pro- 
fessional procedures with cir- 
cumscription. His academic train- 
ing was made available, by and 
large, without cost or at a nomin- 
al fee. Libraries and books were 
accessible. Intelligent, indust- 
rious students from any class of 
society had access to public or 
private institutions that provided 
support, guidance and assistance. 
They found encouragement and 
fulfillment in completing their 
studies, and in carrying out their 
professional duties and responsi- 
bilities. 

In the early ninth century, 
Muslim physicians began produc- 
ing medical corapendiums for ‘ 
teaching and application pur- 
poses. As a rule, they classified 
the healing arts into rheoty and 
practice. The instructions at first 
were based on' translations from 
Indian. Persian and Syriac, but 
primarily from Greek. Gradually, 
as new ideas, observations, ex- 
periments and discoveries were 
added and amplified, fun- 
damental precepts emerged that 
modified and reshaped future 
Arabic-lslamic medicine and its 
allied sciences. 


Curing the spirit 

' In this regard, Islamic medicine 
was not only concerned with 
bodily infirmities, but with those 
of the spirit as well. Several trea- 
tises and books were dedicated 
not only to the treatment of the 
diseases of the body, but also the 
curing of Lhe spirit tibb af-ruh. 
Many such discourses discussed 
treatment of the mentally ill. 

The health professions were 
maintained and flourished at a 
high level largely due to the 
interest and generous patronage 
of the Muslim caliphs and other 
notables of Islamic society. Wise- 
ly, they encouraged the preserva- 
tion of the best of the Greco- 
Roman and Eastern legacies of 
knowledge. They established 
educational centres, which * in- 
cluded libraries, hospitals, medic- 
al schools and botanical gardens. 
Associated with physicians were 
artisans and professionals of ta- 
lent in many fields, who helped 
carry forward the advancing fron- 
tiers of medicine during the gol- 
den age of Islam- 

The healing arts in Islam were 
taught in three types of schools or 
colleges: 

(1) Private tutoring of one or 
more pupils, under the immedi- 
ate and direct supervision of a 
master teacher, being himself a 
physician or other medical pro- 
fessional. 

(2) Privately-operated colleges. 


often founded by eminent- and the construction- of the hospitals 
highly reputed physiaan-educa- followed. specific plans regarding 

. architecture, Jocation, and. dl- 
l') I^blic colleges, with seminar, visional regulations, and designs, 
halls and libraries 1 often ■ edit- What of hospital* admini$tTa- 

nftPtwi fr» • KACnitolf that Vnn.ra ■ - J L* r — I .a t. 


nected to ■ hospitals f b a t r were ■ tiorr^and'Ttifes of conduct? Jt t 2 t • 
operated, directed and supported " recorded, th^ when patients were 
by the state.. Here, practical adimtied^their names, addresses.. • 
apprenticeship, .bedside, diagnosis - • age andoase- hi storyWe re entered^ .. 
and clinical -observations were. . in'a _ regjsb^. J Speri^riothrng.was 
conducted. . prodded by the hospital, and the 

Significantly, it was, in Islam patient’s personal garments, "valu- .. 
that hospitals, in the true modern ables ^and other belongings were-' • 
sense of the word, were keptin safe Htasets until dismis 7 , ; V 
fashioned, following the - Jimdr- - sal. Care-’ and" treatment \vere=- 
Shapur pattern. -Supported - by directed towards -the: human 
generous endowments fr.om state . being as a whole person/ and ndt . 
and philanthropic sources, well- as a name with tests' and anaJyses- 
equipped -hospitals were orga- record ed in a ledger":— .- - 

nised, which i nd uderf. special : v ■ . r - - -V -.- * - 

wards for both male and female to the n S Hospitals of ., 
patients, whether poor or rich. man > :£^ at cities, • medical; 


triuwi luuuucu. special 1 - • 7 

wards for both male and female to the ,each n S Hospitals . of . 
patients, whether poor or rich man > cities, • .medical; 

- teaming :-and professional actiyi- ; 0 , 
Hospitals created f, 'es rarabined theoretical arid 

. ... ' practical; framing. Considtatiops 

In previous .cultures,' priests, . and .dialogues were held in lec-- 
and clergy had cared for the sick ture halis/ancl fibraries.- Doctors - 
in temples, hospices or lodging ,came from near and for — to. 
houses. Under Islam, for the first Cairo, Baghdad' Of othef Tires' : 
time in medical history, hosjntals '.■■ — to fartfreY their.' educat io n anct. - 
were established in : Persia and gain, intbirict' "experience - that ' ' 
Iraq and directed and admiriis- would enable them to practice at '. 
tered by lay physicians and staff/ a bigher; feVef <rf. c^peten<^. 
members. All management was Such .centres - were ^referred 46 -- ■■ 


Iraq and directed and admiriis- would enable them to practice at 
tered by lay physicians and staff/ a Higher/ Teyef J of. .competent. • 
members. All management was Suti..t^htres-B^ ^eBfed 46-: ; 
secular. Discrimination, regard- even.'then- ak r hrff ^ w ho -to » - A 
1^ of creed, ethnic or class good old days^Vt^Shere were' ’ 
affiliations, was forbidden. Staff -dad^r6uhds-af : foi b<jsp^vWitfr^'--^' 

. appointments . wre made, based bedride,,.^^ ^ patients, and- 
on competence and qualifica- afterwards; tije gathering of emi- ' • 

t, °i ns ' . ' . . , n em doefoire;.' for 'diki^io n s and - - 

In these hospitals were various, consultation*. 
wards, some designated ,fo r . ^cial, Iw^itels / also . were" .. :. 
medical, or surgical patients,- ' foundedfoseTO^ thMa^ • 7 ' ' 
others reserved for the mentally thefr .famiiiesim 4 tea^ and waif;-.- 1 
^ otfiers for patients with spedal quartefs inJdfebattle^ 
with diverse fevers and conta-. field compcaind prat castles staf- *- • • 
gious or serious diseases. Even fed by; able 'ph^idiM; ' .• : "•*: s ‘; ; .. 


Cultural change needed to compete with No. 1 ' ' ~ 1 ' 

Japan strives to improve basic scientific research 


By Linda Sieg 
Reuter 


Unless action is taken soon, he 
says, many of these spedes face 
extinction with 20 years. 

Much wood with medidnal 
properties is burnt to satisfy 
Kenya's demand for fueiwood or 
charcoal. According to Kenya’s 
Spedal Energy Programme, by 
the year 2000 the demand for 
fueiwood will be three times the 
available supply of 16 million 
tonnes. 

The “mudiarage" tree is one 
which faces extinction, according 
to Githae. because it provides 
excellent firewood. Growing 
around the Mau Summit and the 
Aberdares ranges in Kenya's 
Central Province, the mucharage 
bark is used as an anti-diarrhoea 
drug and a general stimulant: it 
serves as a fertility drug for 
women as it stimulates ovulation. 


He also cites the ”muaro- 
baini" or neem tree as another 
endangered species, which in coas- 
tal areas is said to cure 40 ail- 
ments including malaria — espe- 
cially important now that mos- 
quitoes have started developing 
resistance to chioroquine. 

Githae recommends agro- fore- 
stry that will intercrop crops 
together with medidnal plants, 
and calls for an alternative source 
of firewood to counter the indis- 
criminate felling of medidnal 
trees — Pa nos. 


SO years 
ago the atom 
split 

BERLIN (DaD) — The 50th 
anniversary of the splitting of the 
atom has been celebrated at the 
Hahn-Meitner Nuclear Research 
Institute m Berlin (West). Fifty 
)«ars ago, in December 1938" 
Otto Hahn, the German nuclear 
physicist and later Nobel Laure- 
ate, carried out. with fellow- 
physicist Fritz Strassmann, the 
fin* successful experiment in nuc- 
lear fission. Having bombarded 
uranium with neutrons they cre- 
ated a new element only half as 
heavy as uranium. Over 100 nuc- 
lear power stations in countries 
all over the world now generate 
electric power, light and heat on 
this pnndple. The same prindple 
is used in atomic bombs and 
nuclear warheads. 

Otto Hahn was not the first 
waentist to check elements for 
fissibility. He did so, inddentally 
for many years jointly with Lise 
Meitner, a physicist who emi- 
grated to Sweden in 1938. Basing 
their research on Albert Ein- 
stein s equation of energy and 
mass, a number of sdentists had 
already sought to convert nuclei 
and gJeaned important infonna- 
bon They included Emilio SEgre 
of Italy James Chadwick of Bri- 
uun and the French couple, Fte- 
dtfnc Johot and Irene Curie. In 
the United States an atom- 
smashing device was built. But 
^oras defied even bombardment 
with nine million volts. 

Hahn had more success than 
his predecessors because he dis- 


TOKYO — Japan is out to re- 
form its scientific research estab- 
lishment into one that produces 
Nobel Prize winners, not just 
profits. 

After years of striving to catch 
up with the West, Japanese scien- 
tists are convinced their industrial . 
technology, now ranks with the * 
best, a government report pub- 
lished recently said. 

What troubles them is the 
realisation that the very system 
that helped them catch up in 
applied technology is ill-suited to' 
achieving ground-breaking scien- 
tific discoveries. 

“Until now, we had a system 
aimed at catching up with levels 
in the U.S. and Europe,” said 
Yoshiro Miki, Director of the 
Policy Research Division of the 
Government’s Science and Tech- 
nology Agency. “Now we have 
more or less caught up.” 

"But as far as basic science is 
concerned, Japan cannot be 
counted as having the highest 
level of technology in the world,” 
he told reporters before the re- 
lease of the agency’s 1988 policy 
document last week. 

Altering cultural, educational 
and corporate structures, which 
do more to stifle than to cultivate 
individual creative talent, will not 
be easy, experts said. 

“We have lots of *rearivity,” 
Miki told Reuters. “But before, 
when we had the goal of catching 


up. the social system emphasised 
bringing people together in a 
group to achieve the goal more 
than individual ability. 

“Now we don’t have such a 
goal, and we have to do research 
on our own. So we need a system 
which mobilises individual capa- 
bilities. We need a more flexible 
system.” 

• Hierarchy stifles 

Japanese research laboratories, 
whether private, government or 
university, remain tightly bound 
by hierarchy, seniority and a 
group ethic, not the best environ- 
ment to nurture Nobel Prize win- 
ners, experts say. 

One of the most outspoken 
critics of that environment has 
been Susumu Tooegawa, a 
molecular-biology professor at 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and winner of last 
year’s Nobel Prize for Medicine. 

One of only five Japanese sci- 
entists to win a Nobel Prize, 


Tonegawa has said he left Japan 
in 1963 to escape its stifling re- 
search system. 

“Tonegawa says Japan’s sys- 
tem is not a merit system, it’s a 
seniority system," said Howell 
Hammond, Director of Research 
and Development at Kodak 
Japan. “A young person has no 
opportunity to carry out indepen- 
dent research. He’s a cog in a 
wheel, until he serves bis time.” 


Nisbimura, editor-in-chief of Nik- 
kei Electronics Magazine. 

“Japanese companies are used 
to taking the long-term view." 

Universities resist reform . 

But Japan's universities, where 
basic research lags far behind that 
of their Western counterparts, 
are likely to be more resistant to 
reform. 


are the work horses of . basic 
research. Japan’s graduate stu- 
dents are few in number and 
underfunded. Nor are companies 
keen to hire them. 

“All Japanese society expects 
of universities is that they pro-, 
duce an adequate level of stu- 
dents. After that companies will 
train them themselves," Nishi- 
mura said. 


In- the end/ reform of the re- 
search environment alone un- - 
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have recently set up their own 
basic-research institutes hope to 
change that. Given their capacity 
to budget for the long terra, 
private companies may be poised 
for significant ground-breaking 
work, some experts say. 

“U.S. companies have to look 
at the immediate bottom line, 
and except for special cases like 
AT and T (American Telephone 
and Telegraph) and IBM (Inter- 
national Business Machines), 
they aren’t spending so much on 
basic research," said Yoshio 


task as education rather than 
research and have disdained 
accepting funds from. the private 
sector. 

“Universities have been com- 
pletely shut off from both corpo- 
rate and national policy.” Miki 
said. 

“Universities are not interested 
in collaborating directly (with in- 
dustry),” said Raul Mendez, 
Director of tbe private Institute 
for Supercomputing Research. 

Unlike in the United States and 
Europe where graduate students 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

isl Orcie Jabat Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Gir/s School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 
p.m. 

b:3tl-Midnii*ht 

Tel. 638968 


' X-TGrA ' 

MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Take away available 
Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 y 


' CHEN'S — > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight > 


To advertise in 
this section 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-G - 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 



Open daily Noon -3:30 p .m. 
& 6:30 p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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Special ExecutiveUifKdieonb 

Take aw^service v 

7 

Open- Daily 12.30- 3^0 pm 
-7^0t^30{MTr.‘; 
Alter the Holiday Inn hotel V 
Towards 3rd circle ■ ~2 : 


physidst 000 Hahn ’ first split the atom. 
Hk colleague of many years Use Meitner fright) (Photo DaD/AP) 

pensed with the electric charge of nium atom is split Hahn anri 

by a shield consisting of the pow- reluctant to^Sk'e parkin rhe tort* 
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, -r— — W tov mum. 

i ne uncharged neutron had free 
access so to say. As Ir6ne Joliot- 
Uune later explained, the move- 
ment of the captive neutron in the 
atomic nucleus grows steadily 
more violent. The nucleus is elou'-. 
gated.forms a kind- of waist in. its 
midriff and bursts into two - nuclei 
of equal size that repel each other 
and break apart at great speed. 
The energy liberated in the pro- 
cess was dreadfully demonstrated 
seven years later when the fiist 

Sir 6 was droppcd - 

f^ Ward , Teller m per- 

fected nudear fission for military 
use- Thedevastating effect of the 
atomic bomb is based on extra 
tha * trigger a chain reac- 
tion being released when the ura- 
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L W ;ife: Joitlan Times' . 

v almost 

eVery V! (fr^tjbrral"' & ftsfrerv are’ 

u-nij;. shell .jintersists, . i n every 
sjhfere ;j^^daily life, including 
represemation 
: ^anft fiqjHrojar and Asocial affairs. - 
. ...movements 

wo^-^cwEvciy on.- Women's 
iss®^4sis the: case m the school 
afcthwight led by Dr.Nawal A1 
1 SaJcJawL of Egypt . T The otherma- 
• j^^drOol. of - thought tends to 
“liberation- of soc- 
je^r - &s k a : pine-*aiiiisite 6r . "wo-, 
men's ; liberation” per se. ; Sup-:' 
- presg'dn T of J women and their 
rights. is viewed as a result ‘o£ the’ 
structure of economy amksodety 
whidi- oppresses both men. ana. 
women. ..- • 

, Several Jordaniahwomen. who 
liavtr cbos^;"ihebr way,’ ' recent- 
ly spoke tpAe Jordan Times, and 
dtspti^s^.how: they' view the ex- 
isting , womeb’^Hberation move- 
ments and- assess their personaL 
experiences in the professional 
sector; and their families’ reac- 
. tiodsro the way of life they have 
cheesy. ... 

It Is a relatively common 
perception ■ in " the Middle East 
andlphrhaps elsewhere that m the 
West ’*wornen are liberated” and 
"free." Poe of the connotations 
given to liberation-” is that along 
with -the easing of educational 
.and - social baimeis comes the 
opening of thepfofes&ional sector 
for women. - 

, It . is far- from accurate to say 
that wom^. in the West — let us 
define^ it simply as the Western 
hemisphere for. the sake of practi- 
cably r-? receive an “equal foot- 
ing” treatment in the.professional 
sector :wfa- men. \- 
Cbnsider Switzerland. . where 
women, supposedly by their own 
choice: were .not' able to vote in 
federal ^elections until- 1971 and 
till today- not-ail cantons allow 
women io vote in municipal elec- 
tions. /Consider that Britain’s 
Margaret Thatcher is. <tften seen as 
a novelty becanse she is a female 
head of government. Consider 
that? women .'.in.- Influential or 
directoral positions in -the West 
have been portray ed -in the West- . 
em press ^psychologically diffe- 
rent-'hbm -others,' either idolisers 
of strong fathers or despise rs of - 
weak mothers. 

“Even in the ‘liberated’ world, 
wonjen anslsy no means prop- 
ortionatefy ^represented in any of- 
the so called professional sec- 
tors; "sa^Asrira iChadre, an 
Anunmv-baied lawyer,; whd has 
been practising, her profession for 
the last ten years. 

“It is unreasonable to. think 
that women in the West have 
‘made it’ because, once yoa have 
*the job’ that’s where the really 


a fight for all? 


'. .towghjrari begins” says Khadre. 
y“to the West that's where women 
\afe getting to. We, in the Middle 
, -Easr are still working on the idea 
■of hairing a man understand that 
. we . actually enjoy and. want to 
. work outside the home; And -that 
: . we could possibly know some- 
thing they don't-- 
"Universally women have one 
struggle, hot. as .women but as 
people. Ih some cases, women 
Have gone to. extremes, only to 
- ' realise that the domination of one 
means the oppression of another. 
.This is basically what happened 
. . tfie women's lib movement in the 
4Jnixed States. It went to an 
. extreme in order to find the 
middle road, I don't think this is 
unhealthy: It is sometimes the 
_ course of nature. Cavemen had to 
feel the heat of the fire before 
they realised it could hurt them.” 

" In the same vein, says Leila 
. Sharaf, the second woman in 
- Jordan's history to become a 
minister, '‘women in the U.S. 
made their point, thus creating 
the spark fpr change.” 

Butheina jardaneh, director 
of the Federation of Business and 
Professional Women in Jordan, 
firmly : believes that “the prob- 
: terns that men and women have 
are basically the same. It is a 
matter of education, guidance 
and counselling as well as mental- 
ity, which is usually an outcome 
of a combination of those factors. 
In the West men have become 
more' accustomed to dealing with 
what is called 'domestic chores' 
or a ‘woman's duties.’ That in- 
cludes reading bedtime stories to 
the children and vacuuming, in 
our pan of the world this is still 
considered a ‘shame,' and as long 
as these inhibitions and rigidly 
defined roles remain neither men 
nor women will be liberated,' 
either socially or professionally. 
So where do we differ with 
women's liberation in the West? 
We differ with men's liberation. 
They are two sides of the same 
coin, incapable of existing with- 
out the other.” 

“Industrialisation has made the 
woman's role in the workforce 
and the professional sector an 
economic and practical necessi- 
ty,” says Muawia Bakri, presi- 
dent of the Arab Women's 
Graduate Club. “In Britain, in- 
dustrialisation began in the last 
centQiy heralding a dramatic 
change in the role of women. 
Today women in Britain and in 
other industrialised nations are 
still searching for the right ‘for- 
mula’ .that enables men and 
women to interact according to 
their chosen interests and talents . 
rather than defined roles which 
are decided by their gender. Men 
and women in semi-industrialised 
or. developing countries should 
take a close look at the experi- 



ences that people in the West in 
particular have gone through 
and try to avoid the less desirable 
of those experiences. Basically, 
we in the Middle East should 
learn from the mistakes of others 
rather than repeat them." 

The family, the husband 

“Women who grew up in a 
home where education for girls 
was encouraged had a definite 
advantage over those who were 
denied that privilege, and thirty 
years - ago that was a very real 
privilege. My mother had re- 
ceived an education and there- 
fore it was only natural to my 
parents that 1 should get an 
education as well. The man 
whose mother or sisters have 


received an education and work is 
also much more receptive to the 
concept of a ‘professional 
woman*.” Jardaneh. who has 
been a working woman for the 
last thirty years, says she realises 
that, "we, the Arab women, have 
changed, or rather the roles we 
have chosen for ourselves have 
changed, but our men. my hus- 
band included, have not changed 
their ideas of our roles or theirs. 
Although I have not been the 
leader of any great rebellion in 
my home. I" believe all women 
must raise their daughters and 
sons to be cooperative so that the 
next generation will not face the 
same difficulties we did in hand- 
ling a home and a family." 

-Muawia Bakri. who is a native 
of Irbid, is the first woman to 


A new fashion philosophy 
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; PARIS — Issey Miyake is making 
■,a home* in Paris for the first time 
soce l%8.The French student 
revolt of that year changed the 
-life of the young Japanese. desig- 
ner who was training In the cor- 
rect ihd : crabby ways of . Paris 
hame. couture. Prom that, time 
KuraMiyake's instinct for free- 
dom-— that has impregnated his 
' fashion- designs for 20 -years. 

;He turned 50 this year, and has 
the calm that maturity" brings. “I 
; feel more relaxed,”" he says. “I 
was- too- deeply involved in- 
fashion. I. felt that I had to do 
something a la mode, and L lost 
myself. "Now I- am much more 
dear about the future. And after ' 
this exhibition I feel t have the 
confklence . to^ continue. " 

The rediibitidn “A Un” (a 
Sanskrit reference to the breath., 
of life^ has-been running in Paris 
since X>ctober at the Miis£e des 
Arts: ^D€cpratif&; pulling in stu- 
dents; who. listen., to the odd,, 
rytlmife soutids arid gaze at the 
coiied wire display, figures, who 
areseated-on raked benches turn- 
ing the. focus on you and me, the . 
onlookers.' 

Jp. Issey Miyakes fashion phi- 
Iosophy,-we also participate in his 
designs, "because the starting 
pomt^of each garment is that it 
has. rib. intrinsic -structure,. -but 
wraps and enfolds the figure, or 
shrouds it loosely, creating airy 
(^pace: .between body and oiled 
paper raincoat or felted wool 
coat. These are emphatically not 
^designer dotbes expressing status 
and. imposing an. image. Nor do 
they have sexuality or allure in 
the Western- sense. 

“My~clptites are not a pack- 
age ,”he $jjys. "And I don’t want 
,"to direct' anyone how to wear 
than. When Tasked Irving Penn 
'to photograph my clothes, I sent 
him 80. garments and told him 
'dcraY thinfc -that these are the 
dothes of . Issey Miyake. Do it 
how you like’.” ■; ; 

This snWmiatkm^of the super 
ego,, so rare in the fashion worlds 
las rcsulted rn a book - in which 
Penn’s - graphic pictures ; and 
Mice’s sric^ner words both de- . 
fine' and-explam a knitted coat 

shaped' fojfo a sheH _ of a gmey; 
linen -;dress \decorated with a 
out of fafsric from a 

ti ^.y:^ y \ 


African tree 

.“Did you know that there is a 
free in" Africa when the bark 
comes off completely,” he says of 
a tubular jersey dress, with dark 
rings woven into its dusty brown 
surface. “1 wanted to make some- 
thing woven that was warped like 
African bark.” 

The Miyake Design Studio was 
set up in Tokyo in 1970 and may 
create -up to 300 fabrics for a 
single collection. Textiles are pro- 
foundly researched producing, 
materials that recall or develop 
traditional Japanese workwear — 
indigo dyes and woven jute — or 
push forward the frontiers of 
modernity for a ballooning nylon 
raincoat or Cake fur pants. Some- 
times the two Japans, of the paddy 
fields and electronic drips, are 
woven together and fuse as a 
yeHow polyester coat, wrapped in 
origami folds. 

- Home is Hiroshima 

Issey Miyake, bom in Hiroshi- 
ma ano a witness to its catas- 
trophe at the age of 6, habitually 
wears an open smile. He is dressed 
in a cream collarless shirt, gray 
flannel pan is and brown laced 
ankle boots'. A shadow crosses his 
face when be discusses his 
Japanese identity. Like a well- 
loved only child suddenly con- 
fronted by intrusive siblings, 
Issey Miyake was disturbed by 
the arrival of .avant-garde 


Japanese designers in Paris, 
where he bad been shewing col- 
lections since W73. 

“I was alone for a long rime,” 
he says. "Until 1981. When the 
others came, I was happy for 
them. Before that, Japanese peo- 
ple didn't have confidence in 
themselves. But I didn't really 
mix with them. It was a different 
experiment." 

Miyake's fashion riposte at that 
tune was to show a collection in 
which the clothes regressed to the 
boundaries of his native culture. 
As they wrapped and tied, un- 
folded and metamorphosed into 
different garments on the run- 
way, Miyake received an ovation 
for confronting so passionately 
his roots. After that, he returned, 
equally positively, to graphic 
modem sportwear, which is his 
recurrent theme for both men 
and women. 

"I don't think that I can tell 
you what part of my design is 
Japanese,” he says. “It is a very 
delicate thing. I was brought up 
in Japan. 1 will also live here in 
Paris, but - automatically I am 
different from the French. Yet 
design is for' human beings, not 
for nationalities. I work for all 
people. The European influence 
over culture is the inain thing in 
fashion. TTie other is ‘ethnic'.” 

Issey Miyake designs are, in 
the main, neither extraordinary 
nor unwearable. In the various 
price tiers and fashion ranges, 
sold in his own boutiques and 



worldwide, are regular jackets, 
coats and pants. They attract a 
clientele of artists and intellec- 
tuals, draw extrovert personali- 
ties and appeal to those whose 
.irregular body shapes can sink 
into Miyake's folds. 

East meets West 

Andy Warhol, the artist Christo, 
Akira Kurosawa, and Rosita and 
Tai Missoni are among those who 
have posed for previous books, 
especially for ‘‘East Meets 
West,” a seminal work published 
in 1978. 

In the 1970s, Miyake estab- 
lished the idea of a fashion show 
as a piece of art/theater. An 
audience of 15,000 over six days 
saw ‘Issey Miyake and Twelve 
Black Girls' in Osaka in 1976. 
Shows in Paris have included 
modernistic American dancers at 
the Pompidou centre, their 
bodies slithering across a well- 
oiled floor, and men's shows in a 
swimming pool and a gymnasium. 

The clothes best express them- 
selves in movement. The “A Un” 
show is static, although powerful- 
ly orchestrated iri colour from 
leaden gray, through stormy reds 
and blues, to sunny yellow.' 

He has not. he says, made 
megabucks from fashion. Yet he 
is rich enough to think of an 
apartment on the He Saint-Louis, 
with a view not just of Paris 
rooftops, but of water, “which I 
love.” 

His friends in Paris are from 
the arts. He speaks warmly and 
generously (as he does even of 
those who might be unsympathe- 
tic to his style) of Andr£e Pntt- 
nam. fellow Japanese Kenzo, of 
Sonia Rykiel, of Claude Mon- 
tana. 

“And I admire Yves Saint Lau- 
rent because he works so hard,” 
he says. “I put a photograph of 
Saint Laurent up on my wall 
because he is so great.” 

-Why, when he is lauded and 
venerated in Tokyo, should Issey 
Miyake wish to live in Paris? 

"I want to feel again part of 
European life,” he says. “And I 
want to have a distance from 
tradition. I have never worn a 
kimono except when I was a 
child. I would never design a 
Miyake kimono, although I have 
often been asked. Tradition is 
dangerous for me. It is already 
perfect I just like to peek at it." 


receive a doctorate degree in 
medical science in her home 
town. Her family's tradition of 
education most certainly played a 
central role in her being sent to 
Damascus to further her educa- 
tion at rhe age- of eleven. Bakri 
recalls, “at that time schooling 
for girls stopped at the primary 
level in Irbid, so my parents sent 
me to my unde in Damascus to 
finish school. Although ! was a 
boarding student, I saw a lot of 
my uncle, who was a doctor and 
decided that the best way for me 
to serve my people was to be- 
come a doctor. Not all of my 
family were happy with the idea 
that I wanted to spend so many 
years studying, but T insisted and 
the family had to accept. Once I 
finished my studies I came back 
to Amman, took a job in a 
private hospital and got married. 
My husband was and has always 
very supportive of my career. He 
respects me and values my work a 
great deal. 1 don't believe that a 
married woman can be at ease 
and fully productive if she has a 
nagging husband, who is jealous 
or simply insensitive to her 
career." 

Bakri. mother of two boys, 
points out that a working wife 
and mother cannot ‘have it ail'. 
Of course if you work till two or 
three in the afternoon you cannot 
go to tea parties or play bridge 
after lunch. The working mother 
cannot, responsibly, forget that 
she has children. Everyday after 
work I spent the entire time with 
my children, until it was time for 
them to go to bed. I often think 
that although the actual number 
of hours I spent with my kids is 
less than other mothers, they 
were intense and the human- 
value stories I brought home 
from my job allowed for a very 
special mother child relationship. 
Both my husband and children 
are proud that 1 help others live 
better lives." 

Not all working women have 
the full support of their families. 
Asma Khadre, whose job as lawyer 
often requires her to work very 
irregular hours, confided that, 
"my kids don't always appreciate 
my long hours, they want to see 
more of me. The sacrifices one 
has to make in personal life are 
not always very comfortable. The 
choice remains with the woman.” 

Leila Sharaf became an advo- 
cate of working women long be- 
fore she started working. "When 
I would encourage women, who 
wanted to accomplish something 
on a professional level against 
their families wishes, my late 
husband would teasingly say to 
me your telling them to revolt, 
my dear, your going to create an 
uproar, please continue.”’ 



Jurgen Rutters (left), a German Bundestag deputy 
-who specialises in high tech, research, advocates 
greater German space involvement. On the right: 


German scientists from Messcrschmitl-Bolkow- 
Biotun (MBB) involved in the U.K.-(terman space 
project “Galileo” (Photo INP/'dpat 


The space challenge 


COLOGNE ■ (INP) — What is 
more essential: space travel or 
micro chips? This question which 
is discussed at length in expert 
circles whenever profitability or 
priority is at stake was answered 
by Dr. Jurgen Ruttgere, a Bun- 
destag deputy belonging to the 
Christian Democratic Union 
(CDU) and a specialist on the 
high tech, sector with a commit- 
ment to both major projects. It 
has also been decided that the 
Federal Republic of Germany 
will participate in the construc- 
tion of the " Ariane" carrier rock- 
et and the European space shuttle 
“Hermes”, which will take men 
and a playload up into space as 
well as the "Columbus” space 
station — contributing more than 
20 billion DM up until the year 
2000. 

During a discussion on space 
travel organised by the “Karl 
Arnold . Foundation” in Cologne, 
Jurgen Ruttgers had this to say: 
“The planned German space 
agency, the revamping of the 
German aerospace industry and a 
well-grounded national space 
programme are intended to 
strengthen the Federal Republic 
of Germany’s competence and 
thus secure the success of this 
policy." The Bonn parliamenta- 
rian went on to say that Euro- 
pean- American cooperation will 
be more than a "state venture.” 
Within the bounds of such coop- 
eration, German research 
accepted the challenge of Interna- 
tiona] competition, which will be 
even tougher in future. Ruttgers 


called for a strong German space 
policy; for Tokio — as well as the 
two super-powers — were in- 
volved to a far greater extent than 
Bonn in space travel. 

-The member countries of the 
European Space Agency (ESA) 
— including the Federal Republic 
of Germany — have already 
given The signal for intensifying 
European space travel. The West 
European's target is to establish 
themselves in future as an auton- 
omous "third force” in space 
alongside the USA and the 
USSR. The' German Minister for 
Research, Heinz Riesenhuber. 
said recently that “the basic deci- 
sion in favour of the ESA major 
projects has been taken and we 
are on the brink of a new Euro- 
pean space initiative, which wilt 
also provide a new impulse for 
the aerospace industry in the indi- 
vidual countries." 

The bulk of the financing and 
technical realisation of the ESA 
programme will be taken over by 
France, the Federal Republic of 
Germany and Italy. The German 
aerospace industry is bent on 
achieving further objectives after 
successful involvement in man- 
ned space travel. Together with 
its European partners, it wants to 
make Western Europe indepen- 
dent of foreign transport systems. 
It is intended to achieve the same 
son of basis for manned space 
travel as was achieved with the 
Ariane carrier rocket for satellite 
transport. Only in this way, will it 
be possible to follow up the ex- 
periments under weightlessness 


which were started in the Amer r 
ican space laboratory — with 
lengthy series of tests. 

European industry must be in- 
terested in laboratories as well as 
at some later point, production 
plants in space as commercially 
utilisable results are obtained say 
in material research, pharmaceu- 
tics and earth observation. A 
European space station will also 
be needed in future as a basis for 
satellite and sonde maintenance 
or as a starting point for missions 
to far-off planets. 

The German institutions and 
companies involved in space re- 
search advocate central manage- 
ment: this is provided by the 
German Research and Test Cen- 
tre for Aerospace (DFVLR) 
based at Cologne-Porz and 
Oberpfaffenhofen in Bavaria. It 
is an essential element of the 
"German NASA’*. Scientific 
principles are worked out in Col- 
ogne and astronauts — including 
some from other countries — 
trained. In Oberpfaffenhofen. 
the emphasis is placed on the 
future economic exploitation of 
the experiments carried out in 
space. In accordance with the 
U.S. model, the idea is now to 
interest companies from the che- 
mical, pharmaceutical, medical 
technical and material sectors in 
playing a more active part — this 
also means contributing to the 
costs — here in the Federal Re- 
public of Germany. 

In-Press 



Shoes of the early Baroque period in Europe. From 
top to bottom; man’s shoe from Lombardy, circa 


1640 and ladies shoes from England and France, 
circa 1700 


The culture of shoes 


The first shoes worn by man were not 
intended so much to protect the wearer as 
to show off his status. Although protection 
from the elements is now the prime purpose 
of footwear the desire to display wealth or 
status remains strong. 


By Lale Fflogfu 

ISTANBUL — Life, says old 
wisdom, enters through the feet 
and spreads to the whole body. 
But the shoes you wear will affect 
the life you lead. Unconvincing 
perhaps in today’s lifestyles that 
feature smart suits with sneakers, 
but still worth remembering be- 
fore the next visit to the footwear 
store. 

The English observed years 
ago that only the wearer knows* 
where the shoe pinches and the 
saying of Publilius Syrus — “you 
cannot put the same shoe on 
every foot” — has assumed more 
meaning than perhaps intended 
by its first century BC author. 

Bur the human kind's fasti- 
diousness about feet is. legion, 
with or without quoting the ques- 
tionable example of former Phi- 
lippine first lady Imelda Marcos. 
This was all too clear in a foot- 
wear exhibition held recently at 
Istanbul's Museum of Turkish 
and Islamic Art. 

The exhibition, 3000 years of 
Footwear and Man, featured 207 
shoe models borrowed from the 
Bally shoe museum id 
Schonenwerd, Switzerland, the 
first and the oldest in the world. 


and others from the Turkish 
museum. 

How were people's feet 3,000 
years ago? Did many people com- 
plain of corns? How did they 
protect their feet from the 
ground? The exhibition brought 
these questions to mind and en- 
abled the viewer to follow the 
evolution of shoes over the years. 

Although shoes in some period 
were used for comfort, they in 
reality always represented aesthe- 
tics and social status. The fact 
that until about 1600 flat and 
large shoes were in demand may 
indicate that not many people 
then complained of corns. 

Japanese experts confirm this. 
“When the European shoe was 
introduced to Japan, the need for 
orthopaedists in Japan in- 
creased,” says one orthopaedist. 

When the first pair of shoes 
was worn some 3,000 years ago, 
the sole objective of the wearer 
then was not to protect feet. 
People living as far back as 14,000 
years ago had protected their feet 
with animal skins and furs. 

The first "real" or purpose- 
made pair of shoes was Egyptian; 
it was made out of palm leaves. 
The cheap and comfortable 
Egyptian sandals now favoured 


by tourists could only be afforded 
then by the pharaohs or their 
elites. Servants and peasants 
mostly went around barefoot. 

When the shoe with the 
pointed toe was introduced later 
in Mesopotamia, present-day 
Iraq and eastern Turkey, the flat 
sandals became old fashioned. 

In the palaces of the Middle 
Ages, the length of the shoe tip 
was designed to indicate social 
status: the longer the point, the 
higher the class of the wearer. 
The tips of shoes became so 
elongated that the nobles had to 
lift them by tying them to their 
ankles. 

The shoes with rolled points 
did not last long, however. A 
1371 edict in Zurich, for example, 
declared that "no-one, neither 
young -nor old, man or woman, is 
to wear shoes longer than one's 
feet." 


But shoes did not just indicate 
the social status of men. They 
also became an indispensable 
part of current fashion and, of 
course, a means of attracting the 
opposite sex. 

One of the most famous legen- 
dary shoes is Cinderella's. The 
agony women had to go through 
in the 16th and 17th centuries 
because of their desire to wear 
dainty shoes like those of Cin- 
derella is as unbelievable as the 
fairy-tale itself. The fashion came 
to a point where ladies with ex- 
tremely high-heeled, narrow 
shoes had to use a cane and walk 
by leaning on their male escort. 

As in the past, shoes today are 
an important part of a woman's 
effort to make herself attractive. 
In some areas they are also used 
to convey messages. Shoes 
thrown in the arena at the end of 
a bull-fight in Spain are signs of 
admiration for the victorious 
matador. 

Paul Weber, director of the 
Bally Shoe Museum, in an inter- 
view said so much fuss is made 
about the human feet and ways of 
covering them “because people 
are linked to life by their feet.” 

According to him, the shoe- 
shaped ritual vessels originating 
in ancient Middle East, Mexico 
and Rome indicate the system of 
thought and beliefs of primitive 
man. Within his feet and foot- 
wear the primitive being trod not 
only the soil of this earth but also 
endeavoured to seek communion 
with the spirits that threatened or 
protected him. “To the shoe he 
ascribed the power to change the 
spirit of wrathful, vindictive 
gods." says Weber. 

But, as for an answer to the 
question of whether a bad corn or. 
sore feet should be ascribed to 
furious peers or poor manufac- 
ture, wait for the second shoe to. 
drop. — Academic File. 



Sandals made of palm leaf strips and bast from ancient Egypt, 
circa 1st to 3rd century, which are part of the permanent exhibits 
at the shoe museum in Schonenwerd, Switzerland 
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€ draws up counter-retaliatory 
oposal in trade row with U.S. 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (Agencies) — European offi- 
cials put the finishing touches Tuesday on a proposal 
to strike back at the United States in a trade dispute 
sparked by a ban on American meat treated with 
hormones. 


European Community (EC) 
spokesman Nico Wegter said rep- 
resentatives of the 12-nation trad- 
ing bloc likely would be given a 
proposal Thursday for imposing 
higher duties on certain U.S. 
products. - 

The plan would be offered to 
counter measures that the United 
States put into effect Sunday to 
retaliate against 'the European 
meat ban. i 

Approval ot /such a proposal 
would escalate a dispute that 
already threatens to erupt into a 
serious trans-Atlantic trade war. 

The Community’s executive 
body, the European Commission, 
earlier vowed to slap higher 
duties on such U.S. imports as- 
walnuts, honey, dried fruit and 
canned com. 

‘The principle of retaliation on 
our pan is already confirmed. It's, 
already there. The only question 
is how we put that into practical 
terms." Wegter said. 

The final details and imposition 
date of any such action would 
have to be approved by the mem- 


ber governments. 

American officials; have raised 
the prospect of taking additional 
steps against any counter-mea- 
sures imposed by the Europeans. 
Alfred Kingon, U.S. ambassador 
to the EC, said last week: “I 
think it’s fair to say that you can 
anticipate further action on our 
side.” 

The friction was touched off by 
the beginning of enforcement 
Sunday of an EC ban on imports 
of meat from cattle treated with 
growth hormones. The trading 
bloc, also known as the Common 
Market, wants to prohibit for 
health reasons all meat from such 

animals . 

“Officially, there is no possibil- 
ity of accepting meat coming 
from the United States that has 
been treated with hormones," 
Wegter told reporters. 

The ban is expected to block 
imports of about $100 million 
worth of beef and beef bypro- 
ducts from the United States, 
some of which are used in making 
pates and sausages. The measure 


exempts imports of meat used to 
make pet food. 

U.S. officials contend the use 
of certain hormones to fatten 
cattle, a common practice among 
American farmers, does not pose 
a health risk. 

The prohibition was to have 
taken effect Jan. 1, 1988, but the 
trading bloc agreed to a one-year 
delay. It has since refused U.S. 
appeals for another, even brief, 
postponement. 

The meat imports represent a 
tiny portion of the estimated $166 
billion in 1988 trade- between the 
giant trading partners. 

In retaliation for the meat ban, 
the United States applied Sunday 
trade sanctions worth about $100 
million against European goods. 

The measures impose 100 per 
cent duties on boneless beef, 
pork bams and shoulders, pre- . 
pared or preserved tomatoes, 
soluble or instant coffee, fer- 
mented alcobolic beverages con- 
taining less than seven per cent 
alcohol by volume, certain fruit 
juices, and certain packaged pet 
food made from grains. 

U.S. Trade Representative 
Gayton Yeutter said last week, 
that the EC’s ban on U.S. meat 
was an unfair trade practice and 
therefore justified the American 
retaliation. 

The additional tariffs are to 


remain in effect for the duration 
of the meat ban. 

But Wegter contended the 
U.S. retaliatory duties were un- 
justified. 

“We are entitled to have our 
own standards for the quality of 
our foodstuff,” he said. 

“If the Americans would like 
to breed with hormones, it's com- 
pletely their affair," he said. 
“The only thing we are asking is 
that to the extent they are export- 
ing to us. they should certify that 
there is no breeding with hor- 
mones.” 

He said the EC filed in Novem- 
ber a complaint with the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
to protest the -retaliatory U.S. 
measures. 

The EC could adopt the coun- 
ter-measures against the United 
States this week, but also could 
refer the matter to key ministers 
scheduled to gather later in the 
month, Wegter said. 

West German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher last 
week appealed for the Common 
Market and the United States to 
avoid escalating the dispute. 

“We do not want to see a trade 
war between the European Com- 
munity and the United States.” 
he said in a radio interview. 

Wegter said that last fall, the 
EC proposed settling the dispute 


by boosting imports of high-quali- 
ty U.S. beef in return for Amer- 
ican acceptance of the hormone 
ban. The offer, he said, was not 
accepted. 

The Canadian government also 
has refused to go along with the 
meat ban. Australia, New Zea- 
land, Brazil and Argentina have 
agreed to ship hormone-free 
meat to Europe. 


Delors call for firm 
fine on both parties 


In Paris, Jacques Delors. presi- 
dent of the European Commis- 
sion, said Tuesday that the EC 
must adopt a firm line in its 
commercial disputes with the Un- 
ited States. 


“I am a great friend of the 
Americans but in these secondary 
issues, such as these commercial 
ones, each side must be firm,” he 
said, referring to an EC-U.S. row 
over food exports. 

“The best way for a couple to 
maintain each other’s respect is to 
be firm,” Delors told Reuters' 
after luochmg with French Prime 
Minister Michel Rocard. 

Delors did not comment on 
how the - conflict might unfold, 
saying the 12 would deride jointly 
on action.. 


Africa lacks democracy, accountability’ 


ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) 
— The U.N. Economic Commis- 
sin for Africa (ECA) said Tues- 
day the continent's economic re- 
covery has been hampered by “a 
pervasive lack of democracy and 
accountability.” 

Ir. a paper titled “Africa's Eco- 
nomic Recovery" presented to 
100 African and non-African eco- 
nomists. the ECA said political 
institutions in Africa “encourage 
a narrow base for the decision- 
malar" process.” 

The economists are attending 
an ECA -sponsored one-week 
workshop to review Africa's eco- 
nomic problems. 


“Leadership in Africa tends to 
be basically self-serving at all 
levels, with little or only minimal 
accountability,” said the ECA, 
which has its headquarters in 
Ethiopia’s capital, Addis Ababa. 

The ECA paper said that be- 
cause of the lade of democracy 
individuals in private and public - 
sectors have “not been effectively 
accountable, leading to wide- 
spread allegations of corruption 
and misappropriations.*' 

“Physical and human resource 
mobilisation, effective social de- 
bate to formulate and implement 
relevant policies and programmes 
and the legitimacy of the state 


require broad popular participa- 
tion in decision-making at all. 
levels.” the ECA said. 

It also noted that traditional 
institutions have broken down 
and the modern ones like 
bureaucracy, military and politic- 
al parties da not perform effec- 
tively. 

Frequent changes of lead- 
ership. the ECA said, also lead to 
“drastic changes of policies." 

The ECA also criticised the 
World Bank's and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund's (IMF's) 
structural adjustment program- 
mes in Africa since 198), saying 
they resulted in “falling per capi- 


ta income, rising unemploy- 
ment... and reduced growth.” 
Structural adjustment prog- 
rammes usually require economic 
belt-tightening by nations receiv- 
ing World Bank or IMF aid and 
poor, debtor nations frequently 
complain that the measures often 
lead to hardships and civic unrest. 


“The IMF and World Bank 
programmes have failed to 
achieve economic recovery or 
transformation in Africa because 
they deal with outward appear- 
ances, symptoms and surface 
manifestations of the African 
economic crisis," the ECA said. 


Britain offers 
new high 
interest bond 



conomists, bankers predict difficulties 
meet revenues in new Saudi budget 


NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia, 
hit by a depressed oil market, 
faces ac uphill battle in attaining 
the 10 per cent revenue hike 
projected in its 1989 budget, 
bankers and economists said 
Tuesday. 

A royal decree late Monday 
outlining the budget said that 
despite a fall in oil revenues over 
the last few years, the kingdom's 
total income in 1989 would rise to 
116 billion riyals ($30.9 billion). 

Spending would remain steady 
from last year at 141 billion riyals 
tS37.fi billion), with the govern- 
ment bridging the gap by issuing 
treasury bonds for a second year 
in a row. 

“The basic figures are a little 
disappointing," said a banker in 
Riyadh. “Given the situation in 
the oil market it seems odd to be 
forecasting an increase in re- 
venue.” 

A breakdown of how the in- 
creased revenue would be raised 
is expected to be announced in 


the coming few days. A finance 
ministry statement Tuesday gave 
no further revenue details. 

But economists said it was hard 
to say where the revenue would 
come from. 

An agreement ironed out in 
November by the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) in Vienna aims to cut oil 
output and raise prices to $18 per 
barrel. 

Under the pact, Saudi Arabia 
would cut production to just over 
4.5 million barrels per day (b/d) 
.from December levels of around 
seven million b/d. 

• Economists said that were oil 
prices to reach $18 a barrel, the 
highest net income the govern- 
ment could hope for was around 
67 billion riyals ($18 billion), af- 
ter deducting the value of oil sold 
domestically, production costs 
and special price deals. 

This was slightly less than the 
68.9 billion riyals ($18.4 billion) 
in oil revenues projected in last 


year's budget. 

But oil industry sources said an 
S18 barrel was optimistic and 
even Kuwaiti Oil Minister Ali 
Khalifa AI Sabah predicted Tues- 
day prices would range between 
S15-S18 by the end of the year. 
Industry sources do not see oil 
averaging more than $15. 


Bankers said the government 
might choose other means of re- ■ 
venue raising, such as increasing, 
tariffs or other taxes. 

But they said that if oil prices 
remained weak, Saudi Arabia 
may have to increase non-oil re- 
venues substantially to boost total 
income from last year's 105 bil- 
lion (S28 billion). 

The 198S budget projected that 
36.4 billion riyals (S9.7 billion) 
would be raised from foreign 


investments, tariffs, income tax 
and profits from state oil con- 
cerns. 

Some taxes may be raised but 
King Fahd has already unequivo- 
cally ruled out a riyai devaluation 
as another way of increasing 
rival-denominated income from 
od exports, paid for in U.S. dol- 
lars at a current rate of 3.75 riyals 
to the dollar. 

Bankers said the kingdom 
looked set to finance its deficit by 
a combination of drawing down its 
foreign reserves and issuing more 
bonds beyond the 25 billion riyai 
(S6.7 billion) limit set in the 
budget statement. 

“But the more they borrow 
from the market, the more they 
build a debt servicing require- 
ment for the future.” said one 
banker. 
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MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 


Fnrnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 


For more Informa- 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


Imstia begins to 
carry foreign ads 


MOSCOW (AP) — The news- 
paper Izvestia, which for decades 
thundered against capitalists in 
columns of small, gray type, dres- 
sed up some of its pages with 
green Tuesday and opened them 
for the first time to foreign adver- 
tisers. 

Two pages of ads from Euro- 
pean and U.S. companies were 
the first in a weekly effort "to 
give Western businessmen the 
possibility ;o enter direct dia- 
logue with future Soviet partners 
who are trying to set up contacts 
with the foreign market,” the 
government newspaper said on its 


front page. 

In announcing an agreement 
Oct. 15 to cooperate on the 
advertising project with West 
Germany’s Burda magazine, 
, Izvestia called advertising the 
“engine of trade.” 

The French company Pechiney 
bought all of page five in the 
eight-page edition, proclaiming, 
“French perfumes. French wines 
and the French effort to find 
comfort have been well-known to 
you for a long time. Now you 
have a chance to get more closely 
acquainted with industrial 
France.” 


LONDON (Agencies) — The 
British government sought to en- 
courage personal savings Tuesday 
by launching a new high-interest 
bond guaranteed to earn 12 per 
cent a year over five years. 

Britons, like Americans, have 
been saving less and spending 
feverishly in recent years. The 
government wants people to save 
more as part of efforts to brake a 
consumer spending boom which 
has pushed up inflation and, by 
drawing in imported goods, has 
sent Britain’s trade deep in the 
red. 

National Savings, a popular 
government savings scheme, said 
interest on its new “capital bond” 
is accumulated and paid out at 
redemption, so the value indud-. 
ing interest of a £I0Q bond held 
for a full five years would be 
£176.24. 

Peter Lflley, treasury economic 
secretary and minister responsi- 
ble for national savings, said: 
“The capital bond is a clear 
affirmation of the government's 
commitment to encouraging per- 
sonal saving.” 


Kuwait said to -profit $700m 
from sale of B.P. shares 




KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait will 
make a profit of $700 million by 
selling more than half of its con- 
troversial 21.6' per cent stake in 
British Petroleum Co. PLC 
(B.P.), newspapers Wednesday 
quoted government sources as 
saying. 

They said Kuwait paid an aver- 
age of £1.637 ($2.96) for its 
shares and would sell 790 million 
of them to B.P. for £2.12 ($3.84), 
a net profit of 48.3 pence (88 
cents) per share. 

The sale, to take effect March 
1. will leave the Kuwait Invest- 
ment Office (KIO), Kuwait's 
Londori-based overseas invest- 
ment arm, with a 9.9 per cent 
stake in B.P. Britain told it in 
October to cut its stake to that 
amount. 

The Kuwaiti papers said the 
KIO would make an indirect pro- 
fit on the sale of $40 million to 
$50 milli on through currency ex- 
change, making more than $700 
million in afi. 

The KIO said in London Tues- 
day, when the deal was 
announced r that it would make a 
gross profit of about 16 pence (29 


cents) a share on the sale, a total 
of £126.4 bullion ($231 million). 

Britain's state watchdog Mono- 
polies and Mergers Commission 
said in October that the size of 
the KIO shareholding was a 
threat to British interests. 

Kuwait’s Al Qabas newspaper 
said Wednesday that B.P. would 
retain the shares it buys as “treas- 
ury shares.” reducing its nominal 
capital. 

It said B.P. agreed to pay 
Kuwait £2.47 ($4.47) per share, 
but that Kuwait would receive 12 
pence (21.7 cents) per share in 
profits until March 1 and 58 
pence ($1.05) for returned taxes. 

As a government body, KIO is 
exempt from some British taxes. 

The paper said that on March 1 
Kuwait would also have to pay a 
final £1.05 ($1.90) per share in- 
stalment on the original purch- 
ase, leaving the KIO a net profit 
from the sale to B.P. of £2.12 
(53.84) per share. 

Al Qabas said an American 
company had made an offer to 
Kuwait that was only two per cent 
less than B.P.'s. and that the 
difference could have^been made 


up through an earlier sale dale. 

But it said the company, which 
it did not name, wanted a five- 
year option to buy the remaining 
y.9 per cent of Kuwait’s snares, 
which the newspaper said would 
have limited Kuwait’s chances of 
making a good profit on them. 

B.P. sells min eral interests 

B.P. earlier said it had agreed 
to sell its min eral interests to 
international mining group STZ 
Corp. PLC for £2.4 billion ($4.4 
billion), said to be the biggest 
deal between two British private 

firms. . _ 

The mineral deal with RTZ. 
excludes B.P. Canada Inc and 
several minor interests. Analysts 
said it would help B.P- return to 
the acquisitions trail and focus on 
its core oil business. 

RTZ chief executive Derek 
Biridn said the sale was the big- 
gest between two private British 
companies and described it as a 
‘‘dramatic and logical advance.” 
RTZ will assume responsibility 
for project financing of $66 mil- 
lion and gain interests in Austra- 
lia. Latin America and Africa. 


Nigeria explains strategy on debts 


LAGOS (R) — Nigeria, pledging 
to make “every effort" to honour 
its foreign debts, said Tuesday 
that new loans would help the 
government deal with a burgeon- 
ing budget deficit and huge over- 
seas borrowings. 

Alhaji Abubakar Alhaji, 
minister of state for budget and 
planning, was explaining details 
of an austerity budget announced 
by President Ibrahim Babangida 
Sunday aimed at cutting imports 
and boosting farming and small 
scale industry. 

Alhaji said $2 billion — 37 per 
cent of foreign exchange re- 
venues, 80 per cent of which 
come from oil sales — had been 
allocated to service repayments 
on Nigeria's foreign debt of $26 
billion. 

In naira terms, repayments on 
external and internal loans in 


1989 will nearly double to 13.03 
billion naira, compared with 6.92 
billion in 1988. 

Alhaji said fresh loans from the 
World Bank and other foreign 
creditors should narrow Nigeria’s 
projected 1989 budget deficit of 
12.88 bOliou naira, ($2.43 billion 
at the pre-budget official ex- 
change rate). 

Alhaji said new loans should 
furnish around six billion naira 
($1.13 billion). 

The first tranche of a $500 
million World Bank loan should 
by now have been released, cofi- 
nancirig of around 5200 million is 
expected from Japan arod an in- 
ternational creditors meeting in 
London next week could help 
mobilise more funds. 

Alhaji said money from current 
projects, such as those funded by 
the United Nations Development 


Programme, would provide about 
another 2.5 billion naira ($472 
million). 

He said the remainder would 
be financed by borrowing from 
financial institutions. 

“The federal government will 
make every effort within avail- 
able resources to honour the 
terms of all rescheduled loan 
agreements,” he said. 


He said efforts would continue 
to reschedule existing debt but 
borrowing from commercial 
banks and the international capit- 
al market would be discouraged. 

Budget calculations were based 
on a rate for the naira of five to 
the dollar. But the naira fell in . 
value by almost a quarter in 1988 . 
and bankers anticipated a rate of 
six or seven to the doilar- by the 
end of the week. 


Reagan rejects oil import curbs, fee 


LOS ANGELES. California 
(AP) — President Ronald 
Reagan said Tuesday he has ,de- 
tided against any oil import fee of 
other action to curb oil imports, 
despite possible . disruption of 
supplies from “potentially inse- 
cure sources.” 

The president acted on the 
recommendation of Commerce 
Secretary William Verity, who he 
said reported that import restric- 
tions “would not be cost effective 
and, in the long run, would im- 
pair rather than enhance national 
security." 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


Emirates to fly to Saudi Arabia 


ABU DHABI (R) — Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) have signed an aviation accord under which Emirates 
airlines will begin flights to the kingdom, the official WAM news 
agency reported. Gulf Air, in which Abu Dhabi, the biggest 
emirate in the L1AE, has a stake along with Bahrain, Oman and 
Qatar, already flies to Saudi Arabia. WAM said the accord gave 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE the right to use more than one carrier. 
The head of Saudi Arabia's civil aviation aurboritv. Sheikh Naser 
Al Assaf. in Dubai for talks on the accord, said a previous plan for 
the merger of the three airlines owned by the Gulf Cooperation 
Council member states — Saudia, Gulf Air and Kuwait Airlines — 
had been suspended. 


Soviet arms plants to switch products 


MOSCOW (AP) — About 250 Soviet weapons factories will be 
converted to make food processing machinery in an effort to 
improve the food industry, TASS has said. “A special programme 
has been drawn up for the coming eight years that provides for the 
creation and mastering of the batch production of highly efficient 
equipment for processing industries,” TASS said. “Some 250 
arms-manufacturing plants have been drawn into this work.” TASS 
added noting that Soviet defence policies, should lead to the 
reduction of arms manufacturing, while still being sufficient to 
defend the Soviet Union and its allies. Research and design of 
processing equipment will increase seven-fold, TASS -.aid. The 
new machinery is meant to reduce the huge amount of food that is 
lost annually during shipping and storage in the highly centralised 
Soviet economy, TASS said. 
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| VOLVO CAR WANTED 

j Volvo .240 GL, Model 1986 

\ Without custom duty. 

i Please call 684253/4 

* 


INDEPENDENT FLAT FOR RENT 

Independent flat consisting of two bedrooms, 2 bath- 
rooms, one lounge, guests room, dining room, garden 
with central, heating and telephone. 

Location: Tlaa Al Ali Al Shamali - opposite the University of 
Jordan on the way to the Internationa! Hotel, near Al Amiri 
shopping centre. 

Tel: 844924 


WANTED 

Furnished flat with at least 3 bedrooms, terrace 

or garden for French family. 

Area: Around 3rd and 5th Circles. 

* 

Please call 605487 afternoon 






J 


An engineering consulting firm requires a secretary with a 
minimum of ten years experience in office duties. 'Fluent 
•English and typing (preferably experience using the word 
processor) is essential. 

Working conditions: full time, in Amman with salary suiter 
to qualifications. 

Persons without above qualifications are kindly, requested 
io refrain from applying for this position. 


appointments and interviews, Coil 644841 


PERSONNEL OFFICER* 


Good English, both spoken and written, 
necessary. 

Please apply with C.V. and photo- 
graph for the attention of the 
director. 

To the P.O. Box 3312 - Amman 

Jordan. 


ACCOUNTANT WANTED 

A Jordanian female or male accountant, uni- 


versity graduate, minimum 3 years experience, 
fluent in English and Arabic for international 
organisation. 

Please submit resume to: 



Verity’s report was the out- 
come of an investigation re- 
quested in December 1987 by the 
National Energy Security Com- 
mittee, the president said. 

He said Verity concluded 
“there has been a substantial 
improvement in U.S. eneigy 
security" since the last similar 
investigation in 1979. 

“However, declining domestic 
08 production, rising oil imports 
and growing free world depend- 
ence on potentially insecure 
sources of supply raise a number 
of concerns, including vulnerabil- 
ity to a major supply disruption,” 
the president said. 

‘“The investigation found that 
the maintenance of U.S. access to 
sufficient supplies of petroleum is 
essentia] to our economic secur- 
ity, foreign policy flexibility and 
defence preparedness,” he said. 
“Given these factors, the secret- 
ary of commerce found that pet- 


im- 


roleum imports threaten to 
pair the national security.” 

He said that, in deciding not to 
recommend any import restric- 
tions, Verity took into account 
the U.S. administration's prog- 
ramme to improve energy 
security. 

In particular, Reagan cited de- 
control of oil prices and elimina- 
tion of allocation controls as ac- 
tions his administration has taken 
to strengthen the domestic oil 
industry. 

“The strategic petroleum re- 
serve contains over 555 milli on 
barrels, compared to 108 million 
barrels eighr years ago,” he said. 
“Today, the nation is far less 
vulnerable to an oil supply dis- 
ruption than in 1973 or 1979." 

“Despite these improvements, 
important energy security con- 
cerns remain." the president said, 
citing rising oil consumption, de- 
clining U.S. crude production 
and rising oil imports. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday Jan. 4, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 


Dcuucheraaxfc 
Swiss franc 


Bay 

StB 

French franc 

78.8 

792 

476.0 

868.0 

478.0 

872.3 

Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dnicfa guilder 

383.6 

238.4 

385.5 

239.6. 

269.2 


Swedish crown 

78.1 

78J‘ 

272.7 

Italian lira (for 100) 

36.5 

367 

317.1 

318.7 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

128-3 

128.9 
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1st world 
indoor 


tournament 

begins 

ROTTERDAM (AP) — The in- 
augural World Indoor Cham- 
pionship — soccer's biggest 
attempt yet to inject some credi- 
bility and interest into its pocket- 
book version — kicks off 
Thursday. 

But don't look for the excite- 
ment of the outdoor world cup 
extravaganza. 

Soccer outposts Japan, Austra- 
lia and Saudi Arabia join such 
traditional powerhouses as 
Argentina. Brazil and Italy in 
wbat is officially called the world 
championship five-a-side football 
and where surprise is the only 
known factor. 

Sixteen national teams will play 
40 matches over 11 days in five 
cities and organisers will be lucky 
if 100,000 spectators show up. 

The outdoor world cup com- 
petition usually attracts that 
many people for its opening game 
aJone. 

Not surprisingly, pre-tourna- 
ment interest in the indoor cham- 
pionship is virtually non-existent. 

“In a sense it is a step into the 
unknown." acknowledged Ursula 
Williman, a spokeswoman for 
FIFA, the world's ruling body of 
soccer that oversees the indoor 
championship. 

While the likes of Maradona 
and Gullit are multi-millionaires 
in any currency, indoor players 
usually put more money into, the 
game, an amateur pasttime, than 
they get out of it. 

Only in the United States is 
indoor soccer the more popular 
of the two gam es, drawing crowds 
of up to 14,000 for the best teams. 

By contrast, indoor soccer in 
Europe is a cozy way for players 
to hibernate when outdoor fields 
are frozen or snowed under.’ . 

The indoor event here reflects 
an effort by FIFA, which has 
ruled soccer since 1904, to inject 
some order in the indoor game 
and to give itself greater grip on 
the game's rules. 

“FIFA feels it should control 
football," said Williman. 

Since 1986, it has adopted its 
own five-a-side rules and has held 
three championships to prepare 
for the. first world championships. 

"There is a need for this type of 
game," said Williman. 

Although it lacks the brutal 
play that can mar outdoor games, 
indoor soccer has a tendency to 
become a boring, stilted game of 
tactics. 

“The higher the stakes, the 
more tactical the play,” said 
Francois Trips of the Belgian 
federation.” I am afraid the 
world championship will have 
sterile matches which the uniniti- 
ated will not appreciate." 

“Indoor soccer often resembles 
chess," commented the Dutch 
daily NRC Handelsblad recently. 
“It is a shame the game is at times 
too awful to watch." 

The Dutch ’ are among the 
favourites to win here, along with 
Hungary, Paraguay and Brazil, 
although such predictions axe 
tentative because of a lack of 
knowledge of the opposition. 


Sports satellite boom hits U.K. 


LONDON (AP) — Televised 
sports, long limited to a banal 
format on government-regulated 
networks, are about to explode in 
Britain. 

With the aid of a satellite dish 
smaller than their ever-present 
umbrellas and costing less than a 
night in a top-class London hotel, 
British sports fans this year will at 
last get to see such leading events 
as the French Open tennis cham- 
pionships and their own top soc- 
cer tournament in prime time. 

From the current maximum of 
7.8 hours a day from over-the-air 
channels, Britain is being prom- 
ised almost round-the-clock 
sports from the satellite boom. 

While critics say the flood of at 
least three satellite channels and 
the traditional networks will low- 
er the quality of the shows fans 
watch, advocates hope to copy 
the success of sports program- 
ming in the United States, where 
all-sports cable networks such as 
ESPN have changed the face of 
television. 

“What America shows is .that 
when television money goes into 
sports in a big way, it secures big 
TV audiences and packed sta- 
diums," said Andrew Neil, ex- 
ecutive chairman of Sky Televi- 
sion, one of the new satellite 
broadcasters. 

At the heart of this anticipated 
revolution in sports TV is Astra, 
a $50 milli on satellite launched 
last month. 

Much more powerful than pre- 
vious orbiters, Astra's signal can 
be picked up by small, inexpen- 
sive receivers. Unlike the dishes 
— often 6 feet across and costing 
$2,000 or more — that are 
deeded to pick up signals from 
other satellites, the receivers 
being marketed for Astra are less 


than 2 feet in diametre and cost 
about $360. 

“This is day one of a new era,” 
Neil said when Astra was laun- 
ched. “It is the beginning of a 
new multi-channel Britain and 
the end of the days when two 
groups of people ran our broad- 
casting system.” 

Nowhere is the footprint of 
cable TV expected to leave a 
bigger mark than in Britain, a 
nation of sports fanatics that until 
now has looked in envy at the 
televised feasts available else- 
where. 

Switzerland has 1.4 million 
households connected to cable 


networks with a potential viewing 
audience of 3.5 million, more 
than half the country’s popula- 
tion. 

Neil is convinced that Britain, 
where just over 7,000 people 
have applied for satellite dish 
licences and only 268,000 are 
linked to cable, will catch on to 
the craze m just as big a way. 

“1 am confident that by the end 
of next year, there will be 1 
million dishes across Britain and 
at least another half a million 
through the cable system,” be 
said. “I think that number will 
triple by the end of 1991. I'm 
confident there will be huge de- 
mand for what we are offering." 


Boxers swap verbal blows 


NEW YORK (R) — Briton 
Lloyd Honeyghan, the World 
Boxing Council (WBC) welter- 
weight champion, and American* 
Marlon Starling looked ready to 
begin their title fight at an elegant 
New York restaurant Tuesday. 

Honeyghan ’fcnd Starling made 
no attempt to hide their mutual 
distaste for each other as they 
traded insults at a news confer- 
ence to promote their Feb. 4, Las 
Vegas bout. 

“I hate the guy. I'm going to 
shut him up once and for all. I 
want to retire the guy,” said 
Honeyghan. who will be making 
his second title defence. 

“He’s a jerk, a disrespectful 
jerk,” Starling countered. “We 
won’t even shake gloves before 
the fight.” 

Starling will be fighting for the 
first tune since he lost the World 
Boxing Association title on July 
29 to Colombian Tomas Moli- 
nares, who landed a controversial 


knockout punch that appeared to 
be thrown after the bell ended the 
fifth round. 

The 12-round fight is scheduled 
for the 4 .500- seat indoor arena at 
Caesars Palace. On the under- 
card. Molinares will make his first 
title defence when he takes on 
former champion Mark Breland 
of the U.S. 

But Honeyghan and Starling 
seem to be having trouble waiting 
for Feb. 4. 

As spectators at the Sugar Ray 
Leonard-Donny Lalonde fight 
last November, witnesses said 
Honeyghan and Starling ex- 
changed angry words that esca- 
lated into a shoving match. 

“I don't think you can be 
friendly with anybody in or out of 
the ring but he (Starling) stands 
out the most,” Honeyghan said.” 
He makes it more than hate. 

“He is going to regret that he 
came across a guy named Hon- 
eyghan,” the. champion pre- 
dicted. 


. Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
■ cine letter to each square, to form 
’four ordinary words. - 


NADAP 


Andy Capp 


Now arrange the circled latere to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


{Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; DS-VE CARGO BUCKET LAYMAN 

Answer: VVhatWMMfchelang^ 

MARBLE GAKE~ 


4 Camping Rem 

38 

Covert 



5 Bright red 

38 

Boxtag great 

48 BrSfonoo - 

55 Qidche 

8 Wash 

41 

Cng 

47 hweet 

In gradient 

7 Aocfont 

42 

Lodge . 

48 Mato emends 

57 Comp, pt 

58 Lunch cec 

» Neighbor of 

44 

Ba unsteady 

62 Dacfeea 

Gar. 

45 

Rada a eat 

53 Share Ud 

older 

9 — da mar 


sound 

54 Journey 

59 Faflow 


, Triumph: Aouifobreakihg the 1,580 metres record hi happier 
early days before illness hit him at the Seoul Olympics 

($47-T 1 ’ «■” " 

Ae lita to make comeback 

-.v-.-. - ‘ \ 

fin# RABAT (R) — Moroccan mid- championships in Hungary from 
die 'distance r unn er -Said Aouita, March 3 to 5, the paper said. 

: Big p lague d:.' by, injury at the Seoul _ Aouita, -28, won a gold medal 
avag 01 yngxcs, .will .enter the world in the 5,000 metres at the Los 
: ftj.atbletipfiw .championships in Angeles Olympics but failed to 
loa Budapest In March , a Moroccan win the 600 or 1 ,500 metres for he 
daily -said Tuesday; - was fancied in Seoul because of 

.. . .. . stomach upsets and strained mus- 
jjjg. ■ . Le Matin daily said Aouita had t des. 

- k been m trainrag for two months He holds the world records 
tc h and woutofCtarn to .rampetitfon over 1,500 and 5,000 metres, the 
-£.'00 JfaA. ;28-at a meeting in Lou- first man in 45 years to hold both 
T. vain, Belgium. \ titles. He was the first to break 13 

He^will then compete in five minutes in the 5,000 and is'one of 
pv jmeetiags in ltaiy. Indonesia and only four athletes to do better 
j, : ; the United;. States ‘ before the than 3 -30 over 1,500. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


V - BY CHARLES GOREN 
■ . AND OMAR SHARIF 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.i— As Smith, vulnerable, you 
boUr-v 

# w*- 1 ^.Qjrri ,v oq^ 

The bidding has proceeded: ; 

West - North: East -' Sooth 
14 BbT -Pass : r 
What do you- bid now? 

QJ-As South, vulnerable, you 
bold; . 

4 AQJ76 ? Void O A10843 *KQ5 
Partner .opens the bidding with one 
bead. -What -do you respond? 

Q.S-^As' Soinh, vulnerable, you 
hcJdl’rv 

4AQJ76 ^VoW OA10843 4KQ5 
■The bidding has proceeded: 

Nprlfc: East South -West 

1 V . Pass . 14 Pass 

2 V' Piss -• ? ■ '• 

. Wbat do yoa tod now? . 

Q.Ar-^Neitber vulnerable,- as South 
jasiLhoId: ■ ■ . - - . 

-4JW3 r <2Q7 ' OK82 4AQI076 
_• The bidding- has proceeded: 


North East Sooth West 
I 0 Pass 2 ♦ Pass 

1.0 Pass 

What, dp you bid now? 

QJ— Both vulnerable, as South you 
. hold: 

4A963 VAQJ962 072 *Q 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

10 14 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as Souib you 
hold: . 

_4K ?K7 OKJ1092 4AK754 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

19 2 4? 

What do you bid now? 

Look, for answers on Monday. 

For information about Charles 
Goreu's.Mwsktfer for bridge play- 
. ere, write Gores Bridge Letter, P.O. 
Boa 4426, Orlando, Fla. 32802- 
4426. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Penguins ready to play Soviets 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — The Pittsburgh Penguins will be missing 
. several of their stars when they take on a team of Soviet all-stars 
in an exhibition game. The Soviet Red Army will play the Penguins 
Wednesday night as pan of their seven-game North American 
tour against National Hockey League elute. Defenceman Zarley 
Zalapski, a member of the 1988 Canadian Olympic team, is out 
for at least six weeks following arthroscopic knee surgery, and 
injured defenceman Paul Coffey and goalie Tom Barrasso also 
are expected to sit out. 

Sukova wins through to third round 

BRISBANE (R) — Czechoslovakia's Helena Sukova maintained 
her fine form of recent weeks to reach the third round of the 
Australian women's hardcoort championship Wednesday. The 
number one seed, who played a major role in her country’s 
victory in the Federation and Hopman Cup team tournaments, 
swept past France's Alexia Dechaume 6-4, 6-2. Sukova, ranked 
eighth in the world, is chasing her second title here after winning 
in 1984. 

Pittsburgh Steelers shake up 

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Chuck NolJ was given a lifetime coaching 
contract by the Pittsburgh Steelers Tuesday, but four assistant 
coaches were fired and defensive coordinator Tony Dungy 
resigned- “Chuck Noll is our head coach and we. have all the 
confidence in the world in him,” said President Dan Ronney. “He 
Is right for the Steelers and be is right for Pittsburgh.” Noll, who 
will remain bead coach for at least one more season, said: “I've 
always felt that I'd be here. ...I always thought security is doing 
the job.” Noll conceded he thought about quitting after the 
Steelers’ 5-1 1 season this year, their worst finish since his first year 
as coach in 1969. * 

Zamba wins Women’s Surfing world title 

HONOLULU (AP) — Frieda Zamba of Florida won her fourth 
Association of Surfing Professionals Women’s 1988 world tour 
title Tuesday with points earned for a seventh place finish 
Tuesday in the 525.000 sunset beach sunwear women's pro surf 
meet. Zamba won consecutive crowns in 1984, 1985 and 1986 and 
finished third in 1987. Finishing behind Zamba in the 1988 point 
standings was Australia’s Pam Burridge, who finished fifth in the 
women's pro meet, followed by 1987 world champion Wendy 
Botha of South Africa, Jodie Cooper of Australia, Pauline 
Menczer of Australia and Alisa Schwaizstein of California. 

Canada edges Finland in junior hockey _ 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) — Andrew Cassels scored on a 
rebound shot with 2:14 left as Canada defeated Finland 4-3 
Tuesday night and stayed in the running for the title at the World 
Junior Hockey Championship. Canada, 4-1-1, meets the Soviet 
Union Wednesday in the final round of the eight-team, round- 
robin tournament. Besides a victory over the Soviets, Canada also 
needs a victory by the United States over Sweden to successfully 
defend its world championship. Rod B rind’ Amour and Sheldon 
Kennedy each scored a goal and two assists as Canada overcame a 
2-0 Finn lead. Canada outscored Finland 3-1 in the third period to 
secure the victory. 

Maradona advised to rest further 

NAPLES (R) — Napoli’s Argentine captain Diego Maradona has 
been advised to rest for several days because of back pain and will 
miss Wednesday's Italian Soccer Cup match against Ascoli, a dub 
spokesman said. The spokesman said Maradona's injury was not 
serious but the team doctor bad advised rest. Maradona, who led 
Argentina to World Cup victory in 1986, was expected to be back 
in league action against Torino Sunday- Napoli host Ascoli 
Wednesday afternoon in the first leg of the Italian Cup quarter- 
finals. lr 

Robson pleads for more time 

LONDON (R) — England soccer manager Bobby Robson, 
increasingly under fire since England’s failure in last June’s 
European championship finals, appealed Tuesday for more time 
to prepare for important matches. England, held at home to a 
goalless draw by Sweden in October, travel to Albania for the 
second of third World Cup group two qualifying matches in 
March. “I knew the football league have cancelled the previous 
Saturday's matches for the Albania game. That’s fine and correct, 
but no England manager should have to argue for more time to 
spend with his team before crucial games,” Robson said in a 
television interview. “Whichever manager is in charge, he must 
be given more time than at present to weld a team together. That 
would give us the chance to compete on equal terms with other 
nations." England lost all their three matches in the European 
championship finals in West Germany, leading to increasingly 
outspoken calls for Robson’s resignation in the Britisb press. 


HOROSCOPE NOT 


HARfcis 1-12. 


THE Daily Crossword by Stanley B. Whittsn 


ACROSS 
1 Cut open 
5 Cut short 
9 Tenor Lanza 

14 Living 
quartan 

15 Havre Hen port 
IS Surrounded by 
17 Tennis name 

19 True 

20 Vexes 

21 — Laeosta 
(tennis name) 

22 City on the 
Oka 

24 Frothed 
26 Intelligent 
30 Fit tor 


J 




NBA Roundup 

Knicks sneak past Celtics 


NEW YORK (AP) — Patrick 
Ewing’s 10-foot bank shot with 25 
seconds left in overtime snapped 
a tie and led the New York 
Knicks to a 109-107 victory over 
the Boston Celtics Tuesday night. 

The Knicks broke a three-game 
losing streak, tbeir longest of the 
.season, and extended their win- 
ning streak at home to 10. 

Ewing's shot gave the Knicks a 
108-106 lead. Kevin McHale and 
Gerald Wilkins traded free 
throws before McHale was called 
for an offensive foul, giving the 
ball to the Knicks, who ran out 
the clock. 

Charles Oakley led New York 
with 21 points and 18 rebounds. 

Reggie Lewis topped the Cel- 
tics with 28 points. 

In other National Basketball 
Association games Tuesday, the 
New York Nets defeated the 
Charlotte Hornets 109-106; 
Atlanta whipped Detroit 102-104; 
Cleveland raced past the Indiana 
Pacers 119-98; Houston edged 
Utah 104-102; San Antonio defe- 
ated Denver 129-105; Chicago 
beat the Los Angeles Clippers 
126-121; Portland romped over 
Miami 119-95; Sacramento defe- 
ated Dallas 123-96; and Seattle 
overcame the Los Angeles Lak- 
ers 116-106. . 


Nets 109, Hornets 106; 

Joe Barry Carroll and Roy 
Hinson scored 22 points each to 
lead New Jersey over the Char- 
lotte Hornets 109-106. 

Hawks 123, Pistons 104; 

Moses Malone scored 28 
points, grabbed 22 rebounds and 
was the catalyst in a 35-17 third- 
quarter run as Atlanta defeated 
the Detroit Pistons 123-104. 
Cavaliers 119, Pacers 98; 

Brad Daugherty scored 28 
points and Cleveland's defense 
allowed only four fourth-quarter 
field goals as the Cavaliers beat 
the Indiana Pacers 119-98 for 
their ninth straight victory. Hie 
winning streak is the Cavaliers’ 
longest in a single season. 
Rockets 104, Jazz 102; 

Houston’s Akeem Olajuwon 
scored 26 points and blocked five 
shots, including a crucial block 
with 1:07 to play, to lead the 
Rockets to a 104-102 victory over 
the Utah Jazz. Olajuwon 's key 
block came when be batted back 
a shot by Thurl Bailey that could 
have tied the games at 102. 
Spurs 129, Nuggets 105; 

Willie Anderson scored 24 
points and David Greenwood had 
a season-high 23 points and 17 
rebounds as the San Antonio 
Spurs beat the Denver Nuggets 


129-105, snapping a four-game 
losing streak. 

Bulls 126, Clippers 121; 

Michael Jordan had 41 points, 
11 assists, 10 rebounds and six 
steals, but the Chicago Bulls 
needed seven points in overtime 
from reserve guard Craig Hodges 
to defeat the Los Angeles Clip- 
pers 126-121. The win was Chica- 
go’s sixth in its last eight contests, 
while the Clippers’ road record 
dropped to 2-15. 

Tmi Blazers 119, Heat 95; 

Clyde Drexler scored 21 
points, leading a balanced Port- 
land attack as the Trail Blazers 
handed the Miami Heat their 
fourth straight defeat, 119-95. It 
was Portland’s eighth victory in 
its last 10 games. 

Kings 123, Mavericks 96; 

Jim Petersen scored 15 of his 
season-higjb 25 points in the third 
quarter to lead Sacramento past 
Dallas 123-96 in Kings coach Jer- 
ry Reynolds' first game back after 
collapsing last week. 

Sonics 116, Lakers 106; 

Xavier McDaniel scored six 
points in the final four minutes 
and Dale Ellis scored 42 points as 
the Seattle Supersonics handed 
the Los Angeles Lakers their 
seventh straight road loss, 116- 
106. 
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Chinese police hustle an African student to safety in Nanking 

Sino-Af rican row 
spreads to Wuhan 


PEKING (AP) — Several fore- 
igners Wednesday told of vio- 
lence directed at African students 
in the central city of Wuhan, the 
fourth city in which such out- 
bursts have been reported in the 
last 10 days. 

The violence occurred Satur- 
day at the central China 
Polv technical College in this city 
about 1,050 kilometres south of 
Peking, said a student from 
Gabon and a U.S. teacher, both 
of whom spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

In "Peking. African students 
boycotted classes at the Peking 
Languages institute Wednesday, 
a day after Chinese demonstrated 
against an alleged attack by a 
black student on a Chinese 
woman. 

“Brothers. let us unite and 
tight for dignity.” said a leaflet 
distributed by Africans at the 
institute. “Black is beauty." 

In Wuhan. Chinese students 
put up posters reading, “black 
devils, go home " on the walls of 
the foreign dormitory at the col- 
lege. said the Gabonese, who 
attends Hubei Medical College. 

About 300 Chinese students 
also roamed the campus in 
Wuhan Saturday, throwing rocks 
at the African students* dormi- 
tory. said the student, who was at 
the" college visiting friends. 

School authorities responded 
Sunday by suddenly taking the 
college's 12 African students on a 
trip to the interior of Hubei pro- 


Gandhi killing plotter 
one step near gallows 


NEW DELHI (R) — A Sikh civil 
servant convicted of plotting the 
assassination of Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi lost another bat- 
tle against his death sentence 
Wednesday, bringing him and the 
surviving killer closer to the gal- 
lows. 

The Indian supreme court re- 
jected a request by Kehar Singh. 
54, for judicial examination of a 
Sikh extremist in police custody 
who claimed to have fresh evi- 
dence on the l^W killing. 

Satwant Singh. 24. Gandhi's 
bodyguard, when he and another 
Sikh killed her, has already lost 
several bids to delay his execu- 
tion. Satwant and Kehar are ex- 
pected to hang soon. 

After a 30-minute hearing, the 
court rejected the petition" filed 
by Ram Jethmaiani. India's best- 
known criminal lawyer. 

Former Law Minister Shanti 
Bhushan. who is assisting Jeth- 
maiani. told reporters: “Nothing 
is lost.” 

"In judicial processes there is 
no finality. Let's see if we will get 
relief From the court tomorrow." 

Jethmaiani has filed a special 
petition against President Ramas- 
wamy Venkataraman’s rejection 
of Kehar Singh's mercy plea and 
it will he heard Thursday. 

Lawyers for Satwant Singh are 
also preparing more petitions in a 
last minute bid to delav the ex- 
ecutions. originally scheduled for 
last month. 

Kehar claims his conspiracy 


conviction was based on circum- 
stantial evidence. 

Satwant has not denied killing 
Gandhi, but wants a court to 
record the statements of other 
security guards who wounded 
him and killed the second assas- 
sin. Beant Singh.' 

The assassination was in re- 
venge for Gandhi's dispatch of 
the army to attack the Golden 
Temple in Amritsar. Sikhdom's 
holiest shrine, to flush out separ- 
atists there. 

More than 1.200 people, in- 
cluding many innocent devotees 
trapped inside rhe temple, were 
killed. 

Authorities in Punjab, the 
country's only Sikh majority 
state, have put paramilitaty and 
police forces on top alert after 
Sikh extremists fighting for an 
independent homeland 
threatened retaliation if Kehar 
and Satwant were hanged. 

The militant All India Sikh 
Students Federation said it would 
call strikes across Punjab and halt 
traffic if the two go to the gal- 
lows. 

“We will create disturbances. 
We will not allow any political 
activity.” it said in a statement in 
Punjabi. 

Sikh separatists have stepped 
up their armed campaign. More 
than 2,500 people were killed last 
year, around twice as many as in 
1987. In the first three days of the 
new year, at least 28 people died. 


Shultz backs rights 
conference in Moscow 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Secret- 
ary of State George Shultz has 
recommended that President 
Ronald Reagan accept a Soviet 
proposal to hold a human-rights 
conference in Moscow in 1991. a 
U.S. official said Tuesday. 

If Reagan takes Shultz’s advice 
— based on the Soviets' 
wholesale release of political pris- 
oners and rising emigration fi- 
gures — the stage also 'will be set 
for a new round of East- West 
negotiations to reduce conven- 
tional troops, tanks and artillery 
in Europe. 

The sran of talks between the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) and the Warsaw 
Pact had been waiting completion 
of a 35-nation review in Vienna of 
Human Rights in the Soviet Un- 
ion and in Eastern Europe. 

Apparently, the Reagan admi- 


nistration has found enough prog- 
ress in the Soviet record to close 
the conference in Vienna and 
move on. 

Shultz is due to see Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze in Paris Sunday. They 
will be attending a conference cn 
the spread of chemical weapons. 

The Stale Department last Fri- 
day credited the Soviets with 
“significant progress" in their 
treatment of political prisoners. 

The Soviets h3ve released 
more than 600 political prisoners 
in the last two years, including all 
the monitors of the 1973 Helsinki 
Agreement, which held out the 
promise of an improvement in the 
human-rights situation. State De- 
partment spokeswoman Phyllis 
Oakley said Friday. 


Premadasa forms interim cabinet 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — Sri Lankan President 
Ranasinghe Premadasa formed a 20-strong interim 
cabinet Wednesday, urging ministers to ensure that 
essential services disrupted by recent rebel violence 
worked at peak efficiency. 


Nine members of the old gov- 
ernment were dropped. Seven 
were asked to resign because 
their constituencies did not return 
a majority for the ruling party in 
last month's presidential election 
and two more resigned on health 
grounds. 

Finance and Planning Minister 
Naina Marikar was one of the two 
who resigned on health grounds. 
One of the two women in the old 
cabinet. Wimala Kannangara, 
also quit. 

Premadasa said he would act as 
prime minister until parliamen- 
tary elections are held Feb. 15. 

“The constitution empowers 
the president to exercise, perform 


and discharge the powers, duties 
and function of the prime minis- 
ter. ...I have accordingly decided 
to function in the office of prime 
minister until the conclusion of 
the general elections,” he said. 

Premadasa 1 served as prime 
minister to President 'Junius R. 
Jayewardene. who stepped down 
after 11 years in office. Premada- 
sa resigned as prime minister 
before taking the oath as presi- 
dent. 

Jayewardene dissolved parlia- 
ment Dec. 20. a day after the 
presidential election, and set Feb. 
15 for general elections. 

Besides defence, Premadasa 
also retained the portfolios of 


local government, housing and 
construction, highways, finance 
and planning, plan implementa- 
tion. plantation industries. 1 state 
plantations, provincial councils 
and manpower mobilisation. 

The former chief of the joint 
operations command. General 
Cyril 'Ranatunga, was appointed 
defence adviser to the president. 

Lalitb Athulathmudali's 
National Security Ministry, re- 
sponsible until a year ago the 
fight against Tamil separatist 
guerrillas, was scrapped. Athu- 
lathmudaii was given the Food. 
Ministry in addition to the trade 
and shipping portfolios he' hand- 
led earlier. 

The interim cabinet will func- 
tion until a new government is 
formed after the February elec- 
tion. Premadasa has expressed 
confidence his ruling United 
National Party will retain power. 

The interim cabinet decided at 



Ranasinghe Premadasa 
its first meeting to draw up a code 
of conduct for future parlia- 
mentarians "so as to help them to 
lead a clean life.” new Informa- 
tion Minister Festus Perera told a 


news conference. 

Perera said the cabinet in fu- 
ture would start proceedings with 
prayers. . 

“We will pray to our gods tn 
our own minds before every 
cabinet meeting," Perera said, 
noting that there were Buddhists. 
Hindus, Muslims and Christians 
in the interim government. 

He said the cabinet noted that 
there had been no major violence 
since Premadasa was elected 
president in the Dec. 19 poll. 

Police reported seven political 
killings overnight in provincial 
areas and said they suspected 
gunmen of the leftwing People's 
Liberation Front. 

The front, composed of mem- 
bers of the majority Sinhalese 
community.' described the elec- 
tion as fraud and attempted to • 
disrupt it with attacks on polling 
stations, election workers and vo- 
ters. 


vince. where Wuhan is located, 
said the Gabonese student. 

As of Wednesday, the African 
students still had not returned to 
Wuhan, he said. 

Other schools responded by 
cancelling African parties and 
urging dark-skinned students not 
to leave campus, said the 
Gabonese student and a U.S. 
teacher. 

Last week, thousands of 
Chinese youths demonstrated in 
Nanjing following a clash be- 
tween African students and 
Chinese at Hehai University over 
Chinese women. 

Chinese authorities say the 
brawl occurred when two African 
students hit a gatekeeper who 
refused to allow two Chinese 
women to attend a party orga- 
nised by African students. 

Official Chinese news reports 
have said 11 Africans and two 
Chinese were injured. 

Torture denied 

On Tuesday, Su Xiaoxun. an 
official of the Jiangsu provincial 
government in Nanking, denied 
allegations from- African students 
and diplomats that Chinese forces 
attacked and tortured Africans at 
a guest house Saturday. 

African students and a diplo- 
mat from Benin contended that 
Chiaese militia members gave 
elertrical shocks to African stu- 
dents on their faces, backs genit- 
als during the attack. 


Security Council remains staiied over Namibia 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — A 
stalemate continued Tuesday in 
Security Council efforts to cre- 
ate a U.N. Namibia peacekeep- 
ing force because of. a dash 
over costs. 

On Saturday, hours before 
the 1989 council was formed, 
the 15 council members failed 
to create the force because of a 
deadlock between the five 
permanent members and the 
102-nation Non-Aligned Move- 
ment, which had six members 
on the council. 

The permanent members — 
each with veto power over any 
council resolution — are the 
United States, Soviet Union, 
Britain, China and France. 

All five were prepared to 
adopt a resolution which recog- 
nised “progress in the South- 
eastern Africa peace process" 
and requested the secretary- 
general “to identify tangible 
cost-saving measures." 


They say the $700- million 
cost for 7,500 soldiers and 
2.000 police and support staff 
should be reduced to around 
$400 million by drastically re- 
ducing personnel. The force of 
9,500 is spelled out in a 1978 
council plan for the independ- 
ence of Namibia. 

But non-aligned nations 
opposed the cost-cutting and 
introduced resolutions diluting 
the language of economy mea- 
sures. 

They argued- that (he situa- 
tion in Namibia had deterio- 
rated and South Africa had 
increased military, police and 
“killer elements" there in 
order to interfere in free elec- 
tions scheduled for Nov. 1. 

They argued that the original 
contingent of 9,500 U.N. 
peacekeepers and monitors for 
Namibia should not be reduced 
now because they are needed to 


maintain security and confi- 
dence of the Namibian people 
and to prevent South African 
interference in Free elections. 

On Dec. 22, South Africa 
signed an agreement granting 
independence to Namibia, or 
South-West Africa, which it 
has governed for 73 years. 

At the same time, Angola 
and Cuba also signed an agree- 
ment providing for the with- 
drawal of 50,000 Cuban troops 
by July 1, 1991. About 3,000 
troops are to be withdrawn 
Jan. 10, according to the Ango- 
lan mission. 

On Tuesday, the new presi- 
dent of the Security Council, 
Malaysian Ambassador Is mail 
Razali, met Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar to dis- 
cuss the coundFs work and 
formation of the peacekeeping 
force. Five new members of the 
council will have to be briefed 


before a formal meeting can 
decide on the new force. 

It is to be deployed by April ] 
when the independence plan 
goes into effect. 

U.N. diplomats said the 
situation was "back to square 
one" and that Razali would be 
holding informal consultations 
this week in an effort to break 
the deadlock. 

The council gained one more 
non-aligned member this year, 
Malaysia, which could stiffen 
resistance to any cutback in the 
force. 

As Security ConnciJ con- 
sultations brake down Satur- 
day over conflicting demands 
over funds, U.S. Ambassador 
Patricia M. Byrne and British 
envoy Sir Crispen Ticket! both 
Mamed the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment for obstructing progress. 

But Hidipo Hamutenya, 
spokesman for the Southwest 


African People’s Organisation, 
which has been fighting South 
African forces in Namibia, sup- 
ported the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment. 

"The situation has deterio- 
rated in the last 10 years with 
buildup of South African 
forces... now the U.N. needs a 
credible military team to go in 
and dear the mess," be said. 

-He said the movement mem- 
bers do not believe South Afri- 
ca has undergone any kind of 
change of heart in signing the 
Namibia agreement and simply 
wants to cut losses and reduced 
its overstretched defences over 
Angola and Namibia. 

In addition to the five perma- 
nent members, the Security 
Council includes Brazil, Cana- 
da, Finland and non-aligned 
Algeria, Colombia, Ethiopia, 
Malaysia, Nepal, Senegal and 
Yugoslavia. 


North subpoenas 
Shultz, Weinberger 


WASHINGTON (R) — Oliver 
North has made good a promise 
to call top U.S. officials to testify 
in his upcoming Iran-contra trial, 
issuing subpoenas for Secretary 
of State George Shultz and other 
key figures after earlier seeking 
appearances by Ronald Reagan 
and George Bush. 

Other important figures in the 
White House. State and Defence 
Departments and Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) also were 
subpoenaed by North Tuesday 
along with former Defence 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger and 
ex-White House Chief of Staff 
Donald Regan, U.S. officials and 
informed sources said Tuesday. 

President Reagan, who has cal- 
led North a national hero, was 
served with a subpoena last week 
along with President-elect Bush. 

. “We have received subpoenas 
for a number of department offi- 
cials including Secretary Shultz.” 
State Department spokeswoman* 


Activists 
declare 
war on 
low flights 

BONN (AP) — Ear-splitting 
military training flights over de- 
nsely populated West Germany 
became a major social issue in 
1988 amid a series of warplane 
crashes. Opponents vowed Tues- 
day to step up their campaign this 
year. 

“This self-imposed threat from 
the skies must end. Our popu- 
lated areas must above all be 
safe.” said Erwin Horn, a federal 
lawmaker with the opposition So- 
ria! Democrats. 

Earlier Tuesday. NATO pilots 
resumed tactical flights over West 
Germany following a three-week 
moratorium adopted in memory 
of the victims of a horrific Dec. 8 
crash of a U.S. military jet in the 
northern city of Reroscheid. Five 
West Germans and the American 
pilot died in the fiery accident. 

Critics insist on more than a 
moratorium. They say they will 
step up pressure for NATO 
forces in West Germany to aban- 
don low-level training flights, in 
which planes fly at altitudes as 
low as 75 metres. 

"We want military low-level 
flights to stop permanently," said 
Werner Mey. head of the nation- 
wide Umbrella Protest Organisa- 
tion “coordination of opponents 
of low-level flights." 

“There will be a whole spec- 
trum of (protest) actions this 
year,” Mey said in a telephone 
’interview from his home near 
Mainz. 


Phyllis Oakley said in an inter- 
view. 

North, a retired marine lieute- 
nant colonel who served in the 
White House, is due to stand trial 
beginning January 31 on charges 
of conspiracy to defraud the gov- 
ernment. theft of government 
property and other alleged felo- 
nies stemming from the Iran- 
contra scandal. 

North was a central figure' in 
the scandal involving U.S. arms 
to Iran in an attempted exchange 
for U.S. hostages in Lebanon and 
the possibly illegal diversion of 
arms sale profits to Nicaraguan 
contra rebels. 

His charges include conspiring 
with former White House nation- 
al security adviser John Poindex- 
ter and two arms dealers, Albert 
Hakim and Richard Secord, a 
retired air force general, to divert 
of S12 million to the contras. 

North, who loudly proclaims his 
innocence, had promised to call 



Seoul cool to new 
Pyongyang offer 


Oliver North 

the country's highest officials to 
testify for the defence. He has 
said he assumed the president 
knew of his actions during the 
secret operations in 1985 and 
1986. 

North's lawyer, Brendan Sulli-' 
van, told reporters last week the 
defence had an obligation to issue 
a subpoena "for eveiy person 
,who has relevant information.” 


SEOUL (AP) — South Korean 
officials reacted coolly Wednes- 
day to a recent North Korean 
proposal for unification talks in- 
volving political and religious 
leaders. 

Kim Dae-Jung. head of South 
Korea’s largest opposition group, 
described the North Korean 
proposal as impractical, while 
other opposition party leaders 
called it another political tactic 
“out of impure motives.” 

Government party officials re- 
jected the proposal, saying it was 
'aimed at causing unrest in South 
Kocea. 

On Sunday. North Korean 
President Kim II Sung called for a 
political conference with South 
Korean leaders to discuss reuni- 
fication of the divided Korean 
peninsula. 

The North Korean leader prop- 
osed that the meeting be held in 
Pyongyang and he invited South 


Korean President Roh Tae-Woo, 
leaders of three main opposition 
parties. Cardinal Kim Su-Hwan. 
the top Roman Catholic leader in 
Seoul, and two dissident leaders, 
Mun Ik-Hwan and Paek Ki-Wan. 

Kim II Sung did not mention 
Roh’s repeated proposals for 
summit talks and invited him as 
head of the governing democratic 
justice party. 

The two Koreas in recent 
months have traded fresh propos- 
als for dialogue — sports talks, 
.political and' military talks on 
arms reductions and student talks 
— in addition to ongoing par- 
liamentary talks. 

South and North Korean law- 
makers held a scries of talks last 
year, with the latest meeting held 
last Thursday at the truce village 
of Panmunjom. 

Talks between the two coun- 
tries have been held on and off 
since the early 1970s. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


India air crash caused by negligence 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Reports submitted to an investigating 
committee indicate the pilot of an Indian airlines jetliner that 
crashed and killed 133 people occasionally forgot to do landing 
checks, a newspaper reported Wednesday. The Statesman, a 
Calcutta-based daily, also said the co-pilot did not have a valid 
flying license. The newspaper gained access to technical reports 
submitted to a committee appointed by the civil aviation ministry 
to find out what caused the Oct. iy accident. Details of the 
inquiry will be submitted to rhe federal government Jan. 31. the 
newspaper said. 

Philippine boat disaster claims 16 

MANILA ( AP) — A motor launch carrying more than J70 people 
sank in the central Philippines, killing ar least 16 people, the coast 
guard said Wednesday. Another 45 people were reported missing. 
Lt. Edmund Lustre, coast guard operations chief in Iloilo, said 
the cargo vessel Jem II sank Tuesday off Romblon Island, about 
240 kilometres southeast of Manila. He said a coast guard rescue 
team sent to Romblon reported 113 people had been rescued and 
that the bodies of 16 people had been recovered. Lustre said most 
of the passengers were believed to have been high school students 
en route from Romblon to Panay after the Christmas holidays. 

Mudslides leave eight dead in Venezuela 

CARACAS (AP) — Unseasonally heavy rains swelled rivers and 
caused mudslides that left eight people dead and 5S3 homeless 
along the central Venezuelan coast, authorities said Tuesday. The 
mudslides starred Friday night in the mountains north of Caracas 
along the Caribbean sea, after several days of rain, according to 
Freddy Paris, head of Venezuela's civil defense force. Poor 
neighbourhoods along the banks of creeks suffered the heaviest 
damage, with shacks swept away. So far, authorities have counted 
126 houses destroyed and 247 severely damaged, said Paris. Eight 
bodies were recovered over the weekend from beneath the nibble 
and mud, said Paris. 

Gunmen wound Rome prison chief in ambush 

ROME (R) — The deputy director of Rome's Rebibbia prison 
was shot and wounded Tuesday in an ambush in the town of Tivoli 
east of Rome, police said. They said Egidio de Luca was hit In the 
legs as he got out of his car. He was taken to hospital where 
doctors said his life was not in danger. 


Suspected rebels stage attack in Peru 

HUANCAYO (R) — Suspected leftist guerrillas caused an 
estimated $30 million losses in a dynamite attack at Peru's main 
metallurgical plant, a spokesman for the operators said Tuesday. 
The attack on New Year's eve and New Year's day destroyed 
three diesel locomotives used transport copper, zinc,, lead and 
silver processed at the state-owned La Oroya plant to the Pacific 
Port of Callao, the spokesman said. He said Maoist Shining Path 
(Sendero Luminoso) guerrillas waging a sabotage campaign 
aimed at crippling Peru's ailing economy were believed responsi- 
ble. No injuries were reported at the plant, which is 200 
kilometres east of Lima. 

Two die, 20 injured in shantytown troubles 

DJIBOUTI ( AP) — Two people died Tuesday and about 20 were 
injured, including two policemen, when violence erupted between 
authorities and. residents of Balbala . a shantytown on the outskirts 
of this northeast African capital. Djibouti radio reported. Violent 
confrontations lasted more than three hours and involved police 
and some of the inhabitants of Balbala who were opposing the 
demolition of their modest homes, mostly made of boards, 
cardboard and sheets of corrcgated iron. The first incidents broke 
out in the morning, but did not become serious until the 
afternoon. Police used tear gas to break up the crowds, and when 
some policemen were stubbed, they used their guns. The 
demonstrators burned two police care. The situation was not 
brought under control until army units were deploved. The 
Balbala shantytown houses between 30,000 and 50,000 poor 
people. 

Capsised boat built for 15 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — The launch which capsised off Rio on 
New Year's eve killing at least 53 people was originally designed 
to carry just 15 people, the builder said Tuesday. “The boat was 
made for private use, not tourism, and was designed to carry 10 
passengers and five crew members,” said Eliza Bezerra. the 
owner of Ceara Naval Industry which built the boat 19 years ago 
Police and boatownere dispute the number of passengers ontfie 
Bateau Mouche IV. Police said there were 149 while the owners 
said only 124 were on board. About 40 people were rescued and 
30 were missing. The owners said the boat was licenced to carry 
150 passengers and that the accident was caused by passengers 
packing the upper decks and running to one side of the boat as it 
laboured through heavy waves. 



Americans, 
Vietnamese set out 
to rediscover giant 
ape 

BANGKOK (AP) — Scientists 
are preparing to excavate a re- 
mote cave complex in Vietnam to 
piece together a portrait of the 
largest known ape — a three- 
merre-tall primate which died out 
more than 200.000 years ago, 
expedition members said. The 
excavation, planned for Jan. 4- 
28. is being billed as the first field 
research project involving scien- 
tists of the United States and 
Vietnam since the beginning of 
their war in Indochina. Dr. Rus- 
sell Ciochon said he and three 
other Americans would join ab- 
out 10 Vietnamese scientists at 
the limestone cave about 120 
kilometres southwest of Hanoi 
where there are known remains 
of [he “gigantopithecus." an ape 
known only from sites in southern 
China and Vietnam. Despite 
some earlier research by Viet- 
namese. East German and 
French scientists, very little is 
known about the giant, which is 
related to the orangutan, chim- 
panzee and gorilla. Only jaw- 
bones and teeth of the animal 
have been uncovered to date but 
Ciochon said the team herpes to 
find more complete remains in 
the l3igc cave, which served as a 
weapons storage depot and bomb 
shelter during the Vietnam war. 
“One thing we know about it is 
that it was very big." Ciochon 
told reporters. The animal prob- 
ably was a vegetarian, walked on 
four legs, lived on the ground, 
weighed about 350 kilogrammes 
and became extinct 200,000 to 
300,000 years ago, the Americans 
said. 

Nude models 
infuriated 
in China 

PEKING (R) — China removed 
five paintings from its first exhibi- 
tion of nude art after angry mod- 
els complained about their por- 
traits being viewed by thousands 
of curious onlookers. Two of the 
| female models have threatened to 
sue organisers of the hugely 
popular show at the China Art 
Gallery, claiming their marriages 
and reputations are threatened, 
the China Daily reported. The 
withdrawals followed a one-day 
strike by nude models at Peking’s 
top Central Academy of Fine 
Arts who said artists had "bet- 
rayed” them by putting the paint- 
ings on show. TTie paper quoted 
organisers as saying the five most 
contentious paintings would 
be removed and replaced. 
“The academy had promised 
anonymity to the models since 
many Chinese people view it as 
dishonourable for young women 
to be nude models,” the paper. 
said. Tickets for the rwo-week 
show are selling for two yuan 
ten times the usual admission 
charge to the gallery. 

Free burial 
makes drinkers 
beware 

ORLANDO (AP) — Some may 
call it a publicity gimmick, but 
Bob Neel believes that revelers 
find his annual offer to pay funer- 
al costs for anyone killed in a 
drunken driving accident on New 
Year’s Eve a sobering thought. 
For the past 10 years, Neel’s 
Funeral Home and cemetery has 
offered a free casket, funeral 
•service and burial to anyone kil- 
led in a drunken-driving accident 
during 'the end-of-year celebra- 
tions. So fat\ no one has - col-' 
lected. and Neel thinks his. offer 
has made a difference. "I can’t 
prove it with statistics, of course, 
but I get so many calls and letters 
you wouldn’t believe,” Neel said 
Friday. "They teli me it's made 
them more aware pf drinking. I 
know it has me and my friends. 
The publicity. I’m sure, has done 
some good.” Neel, chairman of 
Woodlawn Memorial Park and 
Funeral Home, started the prac- 
tice in 1979. aid he believes he 
was the first to do so; . 

Gamblers must be 
‘Cre me de la creme’ • 

MONTE CARLO (R)~-Monte : ' 
Carlo’s refurbished casino 
reopened Friday without the skrt 




